LINCOLNVILLE SELECT BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 29, 2025
Immediately Following Adjournment of Special Town Meeting @ Lincolnville Town Office

6:00PM Special Town Meeting — Walsh Common, Lincolnville Central School

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Citizens’ Forum
Administrator’s Report

Meetings & Announcement:
Comprehensive Plan Review Com Wed.

LCS School Committee Mon.
Planning Board Wed.
Conservation Commission Thurs.

Columbus/Indigenous People Day Mon.
Select Board Tues.

Upcoming Community Events

Meeting Minutes
e September 15, 2025
e September 24, 2025

10/01
10/06
10/08
10/09
10/13
10/14

6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
4:00PM

6:00PM

Conservation Commission — Howe Point Project Update

Town Office

LCS

Town Office

Town Office

Town Office Closed
Town Office

(7:30PM) Public Hearing — Winter Road Closing of Martin Corner Road

(7:30PM) Public Hearing — General Assistance Ordinance

Discussion regarding a possible Workshop with Comprehensive Plan Review Committee

Authorization of Land Purchase — McKay Road Property (Map 1 Lot 87A)

Selectperson Update(s)

Treasurer’s and Payroll Warrant(s) — Approve & Sign

Adjourn

There’s only one way to succeed in anything,

and that is to give it everything.
- Vince Lombardi



TOWN OF LINCOLNVILLE
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
SEPTEMBER 29, 2025

TO: Karen Secotte, a resident of the Town of Lincolnville in the County of Waldo:

GREETINGS:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the
inhabitants of the Town of Lincolnville in said County and State, qualified by law to vote
in Town affairs, to appear in the Lincolnville Central School, 523 Hope Road in
Lincolnville, Maine on Monday, September 29, 2025 at 6:00 PM, then and there to act
upon the following articles:

ARTICLE 1. To elect a Moderator to preside at said meeting.

ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town wiil vote to appropriate $150,000 from the Harbor/Pier
Reserve account to purchase an unimproved parcel of land located at 15
McKay Road (Assessors’ Tax Map 1, Lot 87-A; Book 4722 Page 313 of
the Waldo County Registry of Deeds) and abutting the town owned boat
launching ramp, on the terms and conditions outlined in that certain
Purchase and Sale Agreement dated June 25, 2025 by and between the
Lincolnville Sewer District and the Town of Lincolnville, a copy of which is
on file in the Town Clerk's office.

Select Board Recommends: Approval of Article 2
Budget Committee Recommends: Approval of Article 2
Harbor Committee Recommends: Approval of Article 2

Given under our hands at said Lincolnville, Maine, this 15" day of September 2025.

4

Stephen Hand, Chair Wadleah Dunn, Vice Chair

oA

D. Michael Ray

Robyn Tarantino David B. Kinney, Tolwn Clesk”



PURCHA D SALE AGREEMENT

This PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT (the "Agreement") is made this zf_faa)' of June,
2025 (the “Effective Date”), by and between the LINCOLNVILLE SEWER DISTRICT, a standard
water district organized and existing under the laws of the State of Maine, with a mailing address of P.O.
Box 302, Lincolnville, Maine 04849 ("Seller™), and the TOWN OF LINCOLNVILLE, a municipal
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Maine, with a mailing address of 493
Hope Road, Lincolnville, Maine 04849 ("Buyer").

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, Seller is the owner of certain real eseate located in the Town of Lincolnville,
County of Waldo, and State of Maine, located adjacent to McKay Road, being the premises described in
a Quitclaim Deed from the Lincolnville Beach Sanitary Facility to Seller dated October 20, 2021, and
recorded in the Waldo County Registry of Deeds in Book 4722, Page 313, which is generally depicted
on the Town of Lincolnville Tax Map 1, as Lot 87-A (the "Property"); and

WHEREAS, subject to the terms and conditions set forth hetein, Seller has agreed to sell to
Buyer, and Buyer has agreed to purchase from Scller, the Property, together with all rights, privileges,
easements and appurtenances thereto.

NOW THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the reccipt and sufficiency of
which are hereby acknowledged, and in consideration of the foregoing and subject to the terms and
conditions hereof, Seller and Buyer hereby agree as follows.

1. Agreement to Sell/Buy. Upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth, Buyer
agrees to buy from Seller, and Seller agrees to sell to Buyer, the Property.

2, Purchase Price. The total purchase price ("Purchase Price") for the Property is One
Hundred and Fifty Thousand and 00/100 Dollars (3150,000), to be paid, subject to any credits and
prorations set forth hercin, to the Seller by lump-sum wire transfer or check at the closing on the sale of
the Property to Buyer.

3. Deed. Title of the Property is to be conveyed by a Quitclaim Deed with Covenant (the
“Deed"). The Property shall be in compliance at transfer with all applicable laws, ordinances and
regulations relating thereto. The Deed shall convey land only, as all improvements and steuctures
previously located on the Property have been removed.

4. Easement. The Property shall be encumbered by an easement for the benefit of Seller
to allow for access and maintenance to its preexisting underground pipes, including outfall pipes and air
relicf manhole.

5. Closing. Unless otherwise agreed to by Buyer and Seller, the deed and other transfer
ducuments arc to be delivered, and the Purchase Price paid, un a date that is mutually agreed to by Buyer
and Seller, but no later than September 30, 2025, at the offices of Buver’s attorney, or on such other date
or at such other location as the parties may mutually agree (the "Closing").



6.

Contingencies to Buyer's Obligations. The Buyer’s obligations under this Agreement

are contingent upon satisfaction of the following:

a.

Property Information. Within ten (10) business days after the Effective Date, Seller shall
provide Buyer with all title policies, surveys, Property reports, including but not limited
those reports detailing the remediation of asbestos and other hazardous substances from
the Property, if any.

Title to Property. Seller agrees to convey title to the Property to Buyer at Closing.

Buyer shall have the right, atits sole cost and expense, to examine title to the Property,
no later than September 1, 2025 (the "Title Period"), and receive a commitment of title
insurance issued by an agent of Buyer’s choosing, with liability in the amouat of the
Purchase Price, showing title to the Property to be vested in Buyer, subject only to those
exceptions approved by Buyer.

If Buyer determines, in its sole discretion, that it is not satisfied for any reason with the
title to the Property as disclosed by the commitment for title insurance obtained by Buyer
during the Title Period, Buyer may either (a) terminate this Agreement, and all parties
hereto shall be released from their obligations hereunder; or (b) notify Seller in writing of
those matters in title that are not acceptable to Buyer. If Buyer elects to deliver a title
defect notice to Seller on or before the expiration of the Title Period, then Seller shall
notify Buyer, within five (5) business days after Seller's receipt of the such notice, whether
Seller will attempt to cure such tite defects. In connection with any new defect in tide
that arises aftcr the expiration of the Title Period, Buyer shall notify Seller of such defect
in title on or before the Closing. If Buyer notifies Seller of any such title defect on or
before said deadline, then Seller shall notify Buyer within five (5) business days after
receipt of Purchaser's notice of tite or Survey defects, whether Seller will attempt to cure
such title or Survey defects pursuant to the provisions of the paragraph immediately
below,

With respect to any title defect, if Seller does not agtee to attempt to cure such tide or
survey defects by notice given to Buyer on or before the expiration of said five (5)
business day period, Buyer shall have the right, by written notice given to Seller within
five (5) business days after the earlier to occur of the expiration of said five (5) business
day period or Buyer’s receipt of Sellet's notice, either to waive the defect and close without
abatement or reduction of the Purchase Price, or terminate this Agreement. I€ Scller
agrees to attempt to cure such title defect, then Seller shall have thirty (30) days after
Seller's receipt of Buyer's notice of title defect to remove the same. Seller agrees to use
commercially reasonable cfforts to remove such title defect within said thirty (30) day
period. In the event Seller has not removed such title defect within said thirty (30) day
period, then Buyer shall have the right, by written notice given to Seller within five (5)
business days after the expiration of said thitty (30) day period, to either to waive the
defect and close tide without abatement or reduction of the Purchase Price, or terminate
this Agreement. If Buyer elects to terminate this Agreement, then all parties hereto shall
be released from their obligations hereunder.



The parties acknowledge and agree that the Closing shall be postponed by the number of
days required to allow the parties to respond within the aforesaid time periods and, if
applicable, to allow Scller to attempt to cure such title or defects; provided, however, such
postponement shall not exceed an aggregate of thirty (30) days.

c. Due Diligence. Buver shall have the right, at its sole cost and expense, to conduct physical
inspections and tests of the Property, and to perform such other due diligence with
tespect to the Property as Buyer deems reasonably necessary, no Jater than June 1, 2025

(the "Due Diligence Period™).

If Buyer determines, in its sole but reasonable discretion, that it is not satisfied for any
reason with the information obtained by Buyer during the Due Diligence Period, Buyer
rmay terminate this Agreement, in which case all parties hereto shall be released from their
obligations hereunder.

d. Town Mceting Approval. Buyer’s obligation to close on the purchase of the Property
from Sellet is contingent upon the authorization by the Town’s legislative body (town

meeting) for (1) entering into the transaction; and (2) appropriating funds for the
Purchase Price. Buyet’s failure to obtain such authotizations at a town meeting shall
result in the automatic termination of this Agreement and no further obligation on the
part of Buyer under this Agreement.

7. Prorations and Adjustments at Closing. The following prorations or adjustments shall
be made at Closing;

a. If applicable, current real estate taxes and personal property taxes based on the
municipality’s fiscal year shall be prorated as of the date of Closing. Seller is responsible
for paying any napaid real estate and personal property taxcs, including accrued interest,
costs and fees, accrued prior to the Closing.

b. Secller and Buyer will each pay their share of the transfer tax as required by the State of
Maine, if applicable.

8. Closing Documents. At the Closing, and in addition to any other documents referred
to in this Agreement to be delivered to Buyer ar the Closing, Seller shall execute and acknowledge as
necessary, and deliver, the following documents, and such other documents as Buyer’s attorneys may
rcasonably require, to complete the transaction contemplated hercin, including without imitation (g) the
Deed, (b) transfer tax declaration, (¢) non-foreign person affidavit pursuant 1o § 1445 of the Internal
Revenue Code relieving Buyer of any obligation to withhold, (d) Form 1099-S, (¢) cettificate of Maine
residency, REW-1 affidavit pursuant to 36 M.R.S. § 5250-A relieving Buyer of any obligation to withhold,
and (f) oil storage tank certification in accordance with 38 M.R.S. § 563 evidencing that, to the best of
Seller’s knowledge, the Property contains no underground oil storage facility, and no aboveground oil
storage facility with underground piping, except as may be previously disclosed to Buyer.

9. Possession. Full possession of the Property free of all tenants and occupants, is to be
delivered to Buyer at the Closing,



10. Risk of Loss/Damage to Property. Until the Closing, the risk of loss or damage to the

Property or destruction of the Property by fire or otherwise is assumed solely by Seller. Said Propetty
shall, at Closing, be substantially in the same condition as at present, unless otherwise agreed 1o by the
Parties in writing. If the Property is damaged or destroyed prior to Closing, Buyer may either terminate
this Agreement, or close this transaction and accept the Property in its “as is” state, together with the
assignment of any insurance proceeds relating thereto.

11. Real Estate Broker. Each party represents to the other that no real estate broker was
involved in this transaction. If either party engagres the services of a real estate broker then they shall be
solely responsible to pay any commissions due.

12, Default. In the event of default by Buyer which is not cured upon ten (10) days written
notice, and if Seller has fully performed Seller’s obligations hereunder, Seller may terminate this
Agreement in which case the Parties shall be relieved of all further obligations under this Agreement. In
the event of default by Seller which is not cured upon ten (10} days written notice, and if Buyer has fully
performed Buyer’s obligations herecunder, then Buyer’s sole and exclusive remedy at law or in equity for
Seller’s default shall be to either (i) terminate this agreement; or (ii) seek specific performance of this
Apreement.

13. Mediation. In the event of any dispute, claim, question, or disagreement arising from or
relating to this Agreement or the breach thereof, the parties hereto shall use their best efforts to settle
the dispute, claim, question, or disagreement. To this effect, they shall consult and negotiate with each
other in good faith and, recognizing their mutual interests, attempt to reach a just and equitable solution
satisfactory to both parties which at the election of either party shall include non binding mediation
before resorting to arbitration, litigation, or some other dispute resolution procedure.

14, Assignment. Neither party may assign their rights under this Agrecement without the
prior written consent of the non-assigning party.

15. Notices. Except where expressly stated otherwise, any notice relating in any way to this
Agreement shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the other party by {a) registered or certified mail,
retutn receipt requested, (b) overnight by a nationally recognized courier, or (¢) hand delivery obtaining
a receipt therefor to the parties as follows:

To Seller: Lincolnville Sewer District
At Robert West, Chair of Board of Trustees
P.O Box 302
Lincolnville, Maine 04849

To Buyer: Town of Lincolnville
Attn: David B, Kinney, Town Administrator
493 Hope Road
Lincolnville, Maine 04849

Notices shalt be deemed delivered upon such hand delivery, or upon the earlier of either (i) the
date delivered or (i) the date of delivery, refusal or non-delivery as indicated on the return receipt, in
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the case of notice by registered or certified mail or overnight courier as provided above. Parties may, by
such manner of notice, substitute persons or addresses for notice other than those listed above,

16.  Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed by counterpart signatures, and each of
which when so executed and delivered shall be an original, but which together shall constitute one and
the same instrument. Signatures delivered by fax, email ot electronic signature (such as DocuSign or
Kofax) shall be as effective as an original.

i7. Days. Except where otherwise set forth herein, the term “days” used herein shall mean
calendar days, provided however, that if the date for performance of any action under this Agreement
shall fall on a weekend or a holiday on which banks in the State of Maine are closed, such deadline shall
be the next business day thereafter. Where the term “business days” is used herein such term shall mean
any day except Saturdays, Sundays or holidays on which banks in the State of Maine are closed.

18. General.

a. Prigr Agreements. Any and all prior and contemporaneous discussions, underrakings,
agreements and understandings of the parties are merged in this Agreement, and the
exhibits referenced hercin, which alone fully and completely express their entire
agreement.

b. Waiver. The waiver of any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid unless evidenced
by a writing signed by the party to be charged with it. The waiver of, or failure to enforce,
any provision of this Agreement shall not be a waiver of any further breach of such
provision or of any other provision of this Agreement. The waiver by cither or both
parties of the time for performing an act shall not be a waiver of the time for performing
any other act required under this Agreement.

c. Invalidity. If any term or provision of this Agreement or the application theseof to any
person or circumstances shall, at any time ot to any extent, be invalid or unenforceable,
the remainder of this Agreement, or the application of such term or provision to persons
or circumstances other than those as to which this Agreement is held invalid or
unenforceable, shall not be affected thereby, and each term and provision of this
Agreement shall be valid and be enforced to the fullest extent permitted by law.

d. Modifications. No change or addition to this Agreement or any part of it shall be valid
unless in writing and signed by cach of the parties.

Heirs, Successors and Assigns. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be

binding on the permitted heirs, successors and assigns of the respective parties.

o

f.  Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Maine.

g Hecadings. The headings in this Agreement are for convenience only and shall not be used
to interpret this Agreement.

h. Further Acts. Each party agrees to take such further action and to execute and deliver

D
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such further documents as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Agreement.

Auorney Fees. Each party shall bear their own attorneys’ fees incurred to enforce this
Agreement or related to a breach of this Agreement by the other party unless otherwise
ordered by a court of competent jutisdiction.

Time. Time is of the essence of this Agreement.

Faxed or Electronic Signatures. The parties agree that faxed or electronic signatures may

be used to expedite the transaction contemplated by this agreement. Each party intends
to be bound by its faxed or electronic signature and each is aware that the other will rely
on the faxed or electronic signature and each acknowledges such reliance and waives any
defenses to the enforcement of the documents effecting the transaction contemplated by
this Agreement based on a faxed or electronic signature.

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, the parties hereto, hereunto duly authorized, have executed and
delivered this Agreement as of the Effective Date.

SELLER:
LINCOILNVILLE SEWER DISTRICT

Che s b med§ . bzt & et

Witness: Robert West (g ] ?l&’f‘

[ts: Chair, Board of Trustees

BUYER:
INHABITANTS OF THE
TOWN OF LINCOLNVILLLE

Witness: d David B. anncyt-/*

[ts: Town Administrator
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To: Select Board

From: David Kinney, Town Administrator
Subject: Newsletter
Date: September 26, 2025

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING: 6:00PM. Monday, September 29, 2025 — Walsh Common,
Lincolnville Central School — Town Meeting Warrant, Purchase & Sale Agreement and Tax
Map are included behind the meeting agenda

Select Board Meeting: Immediately following Special Town Meeting, Monday, September 29,
2025 at the Town Office

AGENDA ITEMS:

1. N/A

2. N/A

3.N/A

4. N/A

5. See meeting minutes enclosed. The suggested motions are:

I move that the Board approve the September 15, 2025 meeting minutes as presented.

I move that the Board approve the September 24, 2025 meeting minutes as presented.

6. The Conservation Commission has been exploring possible improvements to the parcel of land
the Town leases from the State. The property extends from US Route 1 (opposite the Ducktrap
Road) to the shore and over to the end of Howe Point Road. The Commission will provide an
update of their progress and discuss next steps. Included is a brief overview as prepared by the
Commission along with several sketches and maps. Also included is a copy of the lease
agreement. Please note that any improvements to the land will need to be approved, prior to
construction by the Bureau of Parks and Lands, see Article 3 paragraph 2. Once the
Commission and the Select Board is satisfied with the proposal the next step will be to obtain
written approval from the Bureau.

7. (Advertised for 7:30PM)

Traditionally a portion of the Martin Corner Road has been closed to winter maintenance.
Legally this can only be accomplished by vote of the town meeting and a public hearing by the



Select Board. At the June Town Meeting the Select Board received the authorization to make
the final determinations in regards to winter road closings.

Suggested motion to open the public hearing: I move to open a public hearing concerning the
winter road closing of the Martin Corner Road pursuant to Title 23 Section 2953.

After hearing from the public, the public hearing should be closed. A suggested motion is: I
move to close the public hearing concerning the possible winter road closing of the Martin
Corner Road.

After the public hearing is closed, the Select Board should publicly deliberate the issue. After
any Board deliberations a suggested motion is:

I move that following a public hearing pursuant to Title 23 MRSA §2953(2), and due
deliberation, it is the opinion of the Municipal Officers of the Town of Lincolnville that the
Martin Corner Road from 171 Martin Corner Road to its end at the Moody Mountain
Road is so located with reference to population, use and travel thereon, that it is
unnecessary to keep it maintained and open for travel during the months of November,
December, January, February, March, and April.

Please note that the months closed to maintenance can be shortened (but not lengthened) by
deleting months from the above motion. If the Board approves such a motion the Selectmen will
need to sign a separate document entitled ORDER OF CLOSING, see draft enclosed. It is
important to note that although the road is closed to winter maintenance, we cannot physically
block the road. The road will be signed similarly to past years.

8. Annually the General Assistance Ordinance and appendices are established for use by the
State of Maine. The municipal officers must approve/adopt the new ordinance and appendices
yearly after notice and hearing. Please note that the Select Board my establish our own
maximums but if the Board elects to do so it must submit to the Department of Health and
Human Services documentation to justify these levels of assistance. I would not recommend that
the Town adopt its own maximums. The proposed ordinance including appendices is enclosed.
Also note that the General Assistance Ordinance is one of the few ordinances that can be adopted
by the Select Board (most ordinances must go to a town meeting vote).

Suggested motion to open the public hearing: I move to open a public hearing concerning the
General Assistance Ordinance including appendices A-I.

After hearing from the public, the public hearing should be closed. A suggested motion is: I
move to close the public hearing.

After the public hearing is closed, the following is a suggested motion to adopt both the
ordinance and the maximums: I move that the Board adopt the 2025 General Assistance
Ordinance and Appendices A-I with an effective date of October 1, 2025.



9. Selectperson Dunn has requested Board discussion of a possible workshop with the
Comprehensive Plan Review Committee (CPRC) for an update on the status and a check in to
see how it is proceeding with the expanded committee and the consultant (MCOG).

If the Board wishes to pursue the concept, I would suggest an “off” Monday evening (1* or 3
Monday of the month) or possibly a Wednesday evening as that is typically the day the CPRC
meets.

A suggested motion is: I move that the Board instruct the Town Administrator to coordinate
with the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee a workshop meeting between the
Committee and the Select Board for a status update and a check-in on any issues.

10. This agenda item is only necessary if the voters at the Special Town Meeting approve the
purchase of the Lincolnville Sewer District parcel located adjacent to McKay Road and the town
boat launching ramp. If the voters decline to approve the article the Select Board can simply
move onto agenda item 11.

Assuming the article is approved at Town Meeting and the Select Board wishes to move forward
with the land purchase a suggested motion is: I move that the Board authorize and direct the
Town Administrator to accept delivery of the deed from the Lincolnville Sewer District;
and to execute any and all necessary paperwork reasonably incident to the land purchase
between the Town and Lincolnville Sewer District authorized by Article 2 of the September
29, 2025 Special Town Meeting.

11. N/A

12. See warrants enclosed. The suggested motion is: I move that the Board approve and sign
the Treasurer’s and Payroll warrants.

13. Suggested motion: I move that we adjourn.

Non-Agenda Items

A) Comprehensive Plan Review Committee minutes of 7/8/25

B) New Public Comment Requirement Summary: effective 9/24/25 — current policy is
compliant.

C) Moody Mountain Road citizen traffic concerns — Individuals have been invited to attend a
future Select Board meeting of their choice and been provided with the timeline/schedule

D) Notice of Submerged Lands Lease application for the Lincolnville Sewer District outfall
replacement. Notice has been shared with Harbor Committee.

E) Town Comments and MaineDOT response — On demand Public Meeting for ferry parking
project. Also includes other comments submitted to MaineDOT by 9/19/25 at 8:26am.
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SELECT BOARD
MINUTES OF MEETING
SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

Present: Ladleah Dunn, Keryn Laite, Jr., Mike Ray, and Stephen Hand
Excused: Robyn Tarantino

1. Citizens’ Forum

No citizen comment was offered.

2. Administrator’s Report

Kinney requested the Board add an additional item (an executive session regarding a personnel
matter) to the agenda. Kinney reminded the Board that per their rules of procedure an agenda
item only if the Board makes findings that (1) the need to consider the item arose after the
posting of the agenda and; (2) there is a need to take immediate action at this meeting of the
Select Board. Kinney went to say that the agenda was finalized on Wednesday and posted on
Thursday. The item arose on Thursday evening and brought to Kinney’s attention on Friday by
Chair Hand. It was also Kinney’s opinion that for this item time is of the essence and it should
not wait until the Board’s September 29™ meeting.

Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, that at the request of the Town Administrator that an item
regarding the possible acquisition or disposition of real property be found to have arisen
after the agenda was posted and should not wait until the next Board meeting but rather be
added to the Board’s September 15" agenda. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Kinney reported:
o The box culvert project at the Youngtown Road crossing of Hardy Brook is complete
except for the project closeout paperwork.
e Upcoming work to include: crack sealing, the Beach Fire Station trim and siding, brush
clearing along Moody Mountain Road, and the stockpiling of winter sand.

3. Meetings & Annocuncements

Kinney read the announcements. An additional meeting of the Select Board with the Town
Attorney was added for Wednesday, September 244" at 6PM.

4. Upcoming Events

None

5. Meeting Minutes

Page 1 of 5
September 15, 2025
Select Board Minutes
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Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, to approve the August 25, 2025 meeting minutes as
presented. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

6. As Board of Assessors — Property Tax Commitment

Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, that we suspend our meeting as the Select Board and that
we convene as the Board of Assessors. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Selectperson Ray stepped aside and Board of Assessor member Gerry joined the Board of
Assessors.

Rob Duplisea of RID Appraisals was present to provide and update of the revaluation and to
assist in the approval of the property tax commitment. Duplisea explained that over 200 hearings
with taxpayers were held and that an additional 50 remained.

Laite stated that the values were a big change and there are some unhappy taxpayers. In
addition, some taxpayers did not think that they would get a fair shake in a hearing. Laite also
stated his belief that no one set foot at his property for an inspection.

Hand asked if any adjustments were made as a result of the hearings. Duplisea stated that
several land values for properties were adjusted.

Gerry asked if there was any drone work. Duplisea stated no. Gerry stated his opinion that the
meetings with the revaluation representatives were helpful and differences were worked out.

Motion by Laite, second by Dunn, that the Board of Assessors approve and sign the
Assessors’ Certification of Assessment, the 2025 Municipal Tax Assessment Warrant, the
Certificate of Commitment and the Certificate of Assessment to be Returned to Municipal
Treasurer as prepared by the Assessors’ Agent establishing the tax rate for the fiscal year
July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 at 0.0094 mils on the dollar and the due dates of October 29,
2025 and April 8, 2026 with interest at 7.50 percent per annum to be paid on any unpaid
portion commencing on October 30, 2025 and April 9, 2026. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, that we adjourn our meeting as the Board of Assessors
and reconvene as the Select Board. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Gerry left the Board and Ray re-joined.

7. Public Hearing — Camp DeForest Liquor License Application

Motion by Laite, second by Dunn, to open a public hearing concerning the liquor license
application being sought by Camp DeForest. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Brady Brim-DeForest spoke about his plans. No other public comments were offered.

Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, to close the public hearing. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Page 2 of 5
September 15, 2025
Select Board Minutes
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Ray complemented Brim-Deforest on the comprehensive application.

Motion by Laite, second by Ray, that after having held a public hearing that the Board grant
the liquor license requested by Camp DeForest, LLC and that the Town Administrator be
authorized to indicate such on the Bureau of Alcohol and Lottery Operations portal. Vote:
4-0. Motion Passed.

8. Lake City Floats — Land Lease for Float Storage

Ibby Wincklhofer of Lake City Floats was present to request a lease for float storage.

Dunn suggested that next year in late July or early August that the Board have a conversation
regarding use of facilities including the gazebo. Dunn also voiced support for a slight increase in
the rent.

Laite agreed that the Board should have a conversation earlier in the year and stated that he would
like the lease payment to increase to $1,000 (an additional $150 over last year).

Hand stated that with taxes being what they are $1,000 seems reasonable.

Ray asked what formula or metric would be fair. Ray inquired about the use of Styrofoam
flotation. Wincklhofer stated that Lake City Floats encourages the use of encapsulated flotation.
She would have to check if all of Lake City customers used encapsulated but she believed they
did.

Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, to authorize the Town Administrator to sign an agreement
on behalf of the town that allows the use of town owned property for float storage by Lake
City Floats with rent being for $1,000 and the actual size of the square foot area used to be
included in the lease. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

9. Board, Committee, and Commission Appointment(s)

Robert “Bobby” Martin and Jared Harbaugh were present to express their interest in serving on
the School Committee until June 2026.

After statements of interest and Select Board questioning, Motion by Dunn, second by Laite,
that the Board appoint Jared Harbaugh to the School Committee with a term ending June
2026. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Board members expressed appreciation to both individuals for applying and stated it was a
difficult decision between two great candidates.

10. Proposed MaineDOT Ferry Terminal Parking Improvements

Page 3 of 5
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Ray requested more information regarding the dark sky rules. He also expressed concerns
regarding the vegetative buffers particularly at the comer of McKay Road and Atlantic Highway.

Dunn expressed concerns regarding ingress and egress to the current Lincolnville Sewer District
property which the Town is contemplating purchasing. She also expressed concerns for grading
and stormwater control.

Other concerns raised included: the sidewalk being extended fully along McKay Road to the
Atlantic Highway intersection, lighting being consistent with or identical to the existing sidewalk
lighting, the view shed, the residential neighborhood, a landscaping plan, the elevation of the
parking area, grading, pedestrian safety and continuing discussions with MaineDOT.

Kinney to submit Select Board comments to MaineDOT.

11. Special Town Meeting Warrant for September 29, 2025

Motion by Laite, second by Ray, that the Board approve and sign the Special Town Meeting
Warrant for September 29, 2025. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

12. Voting Credentials - Maine Municipal Association Annual Business Meeting

No Board member can attend this year so no voting delegate was designated.

13. Set Public Hearing Dates

Motion by Laite, second by Dunn, that the Board conduct a public hearing regarding winter
road closings at 7:30PM on September 29, 2025. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, that the Board conduct a public hearing regarding the
General Assistance Ordinance maximums at 7:30PM on September 29, 2024. Vote: 4-0.
Motion Passed.

14. Confirmation of Town Clerk’s Appointment of Election Warden for November 4, 2025

Motion by Ray, second by Laite, that the Board approve the Town Clerk’s appointment of
David Kinney as Election Warden for the November 4, 2025 Election. Vote: 4-0. Motion
Passed.

15. Selectperson Update(s)

Dunn- None
Laite — None

Ray — None
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Hand — None

16. Treasurer’s and Payroll Warrant(s)

Motion by Dunn, second by Ray, to approve the Treasurer’s and Payroll warrants. Vote: 4-

0. Motion Passed.

16A. Emergency Item Added to Agenda

Motion by Dunn, second by Laite, that the Board enter executive session pursuant to Title

1 MRSA Section 405(6)(A) regarding a personnel matter. Vote: 4-0.

17. Adjourn

Motion by Laite, second by Dunn, to adjourn. Vote: 4-0. Motion Passed.

Respectfully submitted,

David B. Kinney
Town Clerk
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TOWN OF LINCOLNVILLE
SELECT BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 24, 2025

Present: Ladleah Dunn, Mike Ray, Steve Hand, and Keryn Laite Jr.

Excused: Robyn Tarantino

1.

Executive Session — Title 1 MRSA § 405(6)(E) Consultation with Legal Counsel

Motion by Laite, second by Dunn, that the Board enter executive session pursuant to Title
1 MRSA Section 405(6)(E) for consultation with legal counsel to include a possible land
use violation, the legal rights and duties of the Select Board regarding committee
assignments, the legal rights and duties of the Select Board regarding personnel matters,
and the legal rights and duties of the Select Board regarding interlocal agreements, both
formal and informal. Motion passed. Vote: 4-0.

Adjourn:

Upon returning to open session, Motion by Laite, second by Dunn, to adjourn. Motion
passed. Vote: 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

David Kinney
Town Clerk

Page 1 of 1
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Lincolnville Conservation Commission Update on Howe Point/Ducktrap Proposal @
at the Lincolnville Select Board Meeting - September 29, 2025

Overview:

1. In 2023, the LCC identified the increasing vehicle use of the Ducktrap spit at Howe Point
as a concern for the town in two primary ways:

First, Public Safety. With increased vehicle parking and more people on the spit,
questions related to safety and liability arose. We perceived increased liability for the
town and a public safety concern due to the impacts of extreme storms on an unstable
foundation with shifting cobbles and a steep drop-off.

Notably, there have also been loaded flat-bed trucks and a shallow draft island crane
barge in the inner harbor, using the spit as a transfer site. The barge’s engines run
throughout the transfer and a high tide is needed for the barge to navigate the channel
into the harbor and for its return back into the bay.

Second, Natural Resource Impacts. We perceived increased impact on the natural
resource and marine, terrestrial, and brackish habitats as a result of a combination
of factors:

a. Oil and gas residue and compaction of fine sediments related to vehicle use.

b. The likelihood of those sediments and residue washing into the Ducktrap and
potentially degrading water quality during the violent rain and heavy run-off we
now see in some seasons, and prolonged dry spells that allow for even finer
particulate matter to build up and be washed away when rain does come.

2. Parking and Access.

To begin to address the problem, the LCC proposes alternative access and parking for
the Ducktrap spit at Howe Point.

Specifically:

a. a 12-14 vehicle gravel parking area on the State leased land on the East side
of Route 1, opposite Ducktrap Road. The lot area has been roughly measured,
a possible footprint drafted, and some cost estimates obtained, which we will
address this evening.

b. a~ 1500’ long trail through the wooded leased land that will egress on the west
end of the Ducktrap spit at Howe Point. We have estimated effort and a trail has
been roughed out so the Select Board can see it.

c. We will give brief details on the proposed parking area and trail tonight, and
invite the Select Board and citizens to visit the site and possible trail.




4.

The State Lease.

The LCC proposal is aligned with the town’s long-term lease agreement with the

State of Maine. Our lease with the State says that the town “will deveiop, maintain,

and manage the Ducktrap Project for public conservation, recreation and/or

educational programs and” ... “the use of these premises is in the public interest and

is consistent with the management objectives of the Bureau of Parks and Lands.”

We will give a brief status update and legal analysis on the lease at the end of this
presentation.

Capacity to Implement/Maintain the Project.

a.

Parking Area:

Background
Cost Estimate

Trail:

Background
Volunteer Effort
Partners
Expertise

Cost Estimate

. Maintenance Plan:

TBD

. Financial:

Grants

The |Lease.

The LCC would like to propose a site walk of the possible parking area and trail on
Saturday, October 4th, 10 AM. Select Board members, as well as the general public
are invited to join us.

Thank you, The Lincolnville Conservation Commission
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Lincolnville Conservation Commission

Ducktrap Beach Trail Proposal
Map 9/22/2025 by Jack Shaida, Coastal Mountains Land Trust

'potential trail fork

4

endof trail fork

iy

bridge location 8-12 ft span r

This map is not a survey. It was made using
GPS data from handheld devices. It is not a
boundary survey and should not be used for
determining boundary or right-of-way
locations. All locations are approximate.

Legend
CMLT Preserves
| State of Maine
Contours2ft_lincolnville
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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
BUREAU OF PARKS & LANDS

LEASE AGREEMENT

WHEREAS the State of Maine is responsible for the Management and use of certain
lands known as the Ducktrap Project (LWCF Project # 23-00130), located in the Town of
Lincolnville in Waldo County; and

WHEREAS the Town of Lincolnville, acting through authority of the Board of
Selectpersons, desires to develop, maintain, and manage the Ducktrap Project for public
conservation, recreation and/or educational programs; and

WHEREAS the State of Maine has determined that the use of these premises is in the
public interest and is consistent with the management objectives of the Bureau of Parks and
Lands;

NOW THEREFORE, this lease is entered into by and between the State of Maine,
acting by and through the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands of the Department of
Conservation, pursuant to Title 14 MRSA Section 8104-B, as amended (hereinafter called the
“State”), and Town of Lincolnville, acting through the authority of the Board of Selectmen,
(hereinafter called “Lessee™),

WITNESSETH: the following terms and conditions agreed to:
Art. 1 — PREMISES: The premises under this Lease includes certain property in the

Town of Lincolnville consisting of approximately 10 acres, as described in Exhibit A,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

Art. 2 - TERM: This Lease shall be in effect from the date of the execution of this
instrument for a term of twenty-five (25) years and may be extended by lessee for
additional five (5) year terms so long as lessee is in compliance with the terms of this
lease. Notice of renewal shall be given to the State six (6) months prior to expiration of
any given term or renewal period.

Art. 3 - USE: The State grants to the Lessee the right to occupy the leased property, and
to develop, maintain, and manage the property for public conservation, recreation and/or
educational purposes. However, the use of the premises by Lessee is subject to
permissions, licenses, easements and/or reservations granted by or reserved by the State,
or to which the premises are otherwise subject as follows:

1. The right of the general public to use the property for purposes of recreation and

shore access shall not be restricted except as necessary for public health and
safety.
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2. The Lessee shall have the right, at its own expense, from time to time during the
Lease term, to improve and develop the leased property for the purposes listed
above. The Lessee is responsible for all improvements to the leased property. All
improvements and alterations to the leased property shall be of high quality, and
shall be in compliance with all applicable federal, state, and municipal laws, codes,
and regulations. Prior to any construction, and at the Lessee’s expense, plans for
major improvements must be submitted to the Bureau for review and written
approval. Written approval of any plans shall not be unreasonably withheld.

3. The Lessee shall have the right to establish reasonable rules and regulations
governing public use of the leased property under the authority granted to the
Lessee under laws of the State of Maine.

4. The Lessee shall have the right to establish reasonable fees for use of the leased
property with prior written approval of the Bureau.

Art. 4 — INSURANCE; Liability: Lessee shall secure and maintain liability insurance
against all claims actionable against the lessee under the Maine Tort Claims Act occurring
on, in or about the premises. This insurance shall not have limits less than those set forth
in the Maine Tort Claims Act. Proof of such insurance shall be provided whenever
requested by the state. The parties concur that the State is not liable for any claim which
results from the leasing of this governmental property per section 8104-B sub section 6 of
the Maine Tort Claims Act.

Art. 5 - SANITATION: The Lessee shall ensure that facilities and are kept in a clean
and sanitary condition. The Lessee shall be responsible for the proper disposal of all
rubbish, garbage and debris that may accrue due to its operations under this Lease.

Art. 6 - COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS: The Lessee shall comply with all Federal,
State and Local laws and all applicable regulations, including those relating to non-
discrimination of use, non-discrimination in employment, and other governing rules and
regulations of the State. Lessee is solely responsible for securing all needed permits and
licenses.

Art. 7- TERMINATION: Lessee shall have the right to terminate this Lease for any
reason upon twelve (12) months’ written notice. Termination shall not affect any
undischarged obligations of the Lessee which have accrued under this Lease up to the date
of termination.

Pursuant to the provisions of Title 12 Section 1814, this lease may be cancelled or
revoked by the Bureau after due notice of intention to cancel or revoke when the use for
which the lease was given has been abandoned or materially modified or whenever the
conditions imposed in the lease have been broken.

Lessee shall have sixty days (60) to cure any default and if the default is cured to the
satisfaction of the Bureau, the Lease shall remain in full force and effect.
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Art. 8 - REMOVAL OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT: Upon the
abandonment, termination or revocation of this Lease and in the absence of an agreement
to the contrary, the Lessee shall, within ninety (90) days, remove all personal property and
equipment belonging to the Lessee; but upon failure to remove such property within such
time period, at the option of the State, they shall become property of the State. Lessee
shall be liable for any and all damage to the premises caused by such removal.

Art. 9 - NON-TRANSFERABLE: The Lease may not be transferred or assigned in
whole or in part without the prior written approval of the State, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld. Lessee shall have the right to sub-lease all or portions of the
Premises to other organizations for programming and activities consistent with Lessee’s
conservation, recreation and/or educational purposes, so long as (a) the sub-lessee delivers
to Lessee an indemnification and hold harmless agreement, such an agreement to comply
with guidelines and policies of Lessee respecting the Premises, the form of such
agreements to be approved by the Bureau of Parks and Lands; and (2) the term of the sub-
lease does not exceed 60 days. The term of a sub-lease may exceed 60 days only with the
written permission of the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands.

Art. 10 - SAVE HARMLESS: The Lessee shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless
the State and its agents, agencies, officers and employees from any and all claims,
judgments, loss, liability, damages, costs, attorneys’ fees, or interest arising or resulting to
any person, firm or corporation from the Lessee’s performance under this Lease or the use
of the premises by the Lessee or its employees, officers, agent, invitees, guests or
contractors.

However, the Lessee shall not be responsible for and shall not indemnify, defend and hold
harmless the State, and its agents, agencies, officers and employees for any claim for
property damage or personal injury, including death, on the leased premises, to any
individual who has derived his/her rights to enter upon the leased premises pursuant to
permissions, licenses, easements or reservations granted or reserved by the State, as set
forth under Article 3 above, except when such injury, damage or cause of action occurs or
arises out of the negligent acts or omissions or misconduct of the Lessee, its employees or
agents.

Art. 11 —NOTICE: Any notice required under this agreement may be delivered
personally or by first class, prepaid U.S. Mail and sent as follows:

To Lessee: To State:

Board of Selectmen Director

Town of Lincolnville Bureau of Parks and Lands
439 Hope Road Dept. of Conservation
Lincolnville, Maine 04849 22 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333-0022
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Art. 12 — AMENDMENTS: This agreement, including the attachments hereto, may be
further amended or modified only by agreement in writing signed by both the State and
Lessee.

Art. 13 — APPLICABLE LAW: This Agreement shall be interpreted and enforced in
accordance with the laws and courts of the State of Maine.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Lease Agreement to be
executed this 24 Fh day of SEeTEmscR, 2007.

WITNESS LESSEE:
Town of Lincolnville

Acting Through
Board of Selectmen

C.H}\u(\ﬂd‘ g R R
S ANt RBY Ruithad) yeic (}ILL[IL)
WITNESS STATE:
cp Ch By;

Willard Harris, Director
Bureau of Parks and Lands
Department of Conservation
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STATE OF MAINE
Waldo , S8 September |, 2007

Personally appeared the above named drrad., (Title) on behalf
of the Town of Lincolnville and acknowledged the for¢going/instrument to be his/her free act
and deed, and the free act and deed of said Town of Lincolnville.

Before Me.

STATE OF MAINE
Kennebec , S8 September , 2007

Personally appeared the above named Willard Harris, Director of the Bureau of Parks
and Lands of said State of Maine, as aforesaid and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to
be his fee act and deed in his said capacity and the free act and deed of State of Maine.

Before Me, -

Notary Pulic AT AT Lano
Printed Name: A AN S AE S . t—i(f' .

Term Exp: 4 E é
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EXHIBIT A Property Description

Parcel #1
A certain lot of parcel of land situated in Lincolnville, County of Waldo, and State of
Maine, and bounded and described as follows, to wit:

Beginning at a concrete monument set at the southeasterly sideline of US Route #1, at
land now or formerly of Elizabeth H. Griffen, et. al.;

Thence, south forty degrees thirty-eight minutes east (S40° 38’ E), a distance of one
hundred twenty-five (125} feet to an iron pin;

Thence, north fifty-five degrees thirty-two minutes east (N 55° 32” E), a distance of one
hundred eighty-four and thirty-five hundredths feet (184.35°), to an iron pin;

Thence, south forty degrees five minutes east (S 40° 05’ E), a distance of four hundred
eighty-three and ninety-five hundredths (483.95) feet to an iron pin;

Thence north fifty-nine degrees thirty-four minutes six seconds east (N 59° 34’ 06 E), a
distance of one hundred seventy-one and seventy-eight hundredths feet (171.78) to an
iron pin;

Thence, south thirty degrees fifty-three minutes east (S 30° 53° E), a distance of sixteen
and five tenths feet (16.5°) to an iron pin;

Thence, north fifty-seven degrees forty-four minutes thirty-six seconds east (N 57° 44’
36” E), adistance of forty-one and fifty-seven hundredths feet (41.57°) to an iron pin set
near the high water mark of the southwesterly shore of the Duck Trap River;

Thence, continuing on the same course to the high water mark of the said Duck Trap
River;

Thence southerly, easterly, southerly and southwesterly along the high water mark of said
Duck Trap River and Penobscot Bay a distance of six hundred seventy-seven feet (677°),
more or less, to a point at the high water mark of said Penobscot Bay;

Thence, north fifty-four degrees, fifty-nine minutes, forty-five seconds west (N 54° 59°
45” W), a distance of twenty-five (25°) feet, more or less, to a concrete monument;

Thence, continuing on the same course of north fifty-four degrees, fifty-nine minutes
forty-five seconds west (N 54° 59 45” W), a distance of eighty-eight and eighty-five
hundredths feet (88.85’) to an iron pin at a comner of two stone walls;

Thence north eighty-seven degrees, forty-five minutes, five seconds west (N 87° 45° 057
W) along a stone wall, a distance of two hundred two and nine hundredths feet (202.09°)
to an iron pin set in said stone wall;



Thence, south seventy degrees, ten minutes, fifty seconds west (S 70° 10’ 50” W), a
distance of sixty-four and seventy-five hundredths feet (64.75’) to an iron pin at the end
of said stone wall;

Thence, south sixty degrees, twelve minutes, fifty-five seconds west (S 60° 12 55” W)
along the remains of a wire fence a distance of one hundred ninety-three and fifteen
hundredths feet (193.15°) to an iron pin set at the corner of two stone walls;

Thence, north thirty-eight degrees, three minutes, fifteen seconds west (N 387 03° 15" W)
along a stone wall a distance of five hundred ten and eighty- four hundredths feet
(510.84°) to an iron pin set in said stone wall,

Thence, north forty-five degrees, twenty-four minutes, seven seconds east (N 45° 24° 07"
E), a distance of one hundred two and sixty-five hundredths feet (102.65°) to an iron pin;

Thence, north thirty-nine degrees, forty-eight minutes, forty- two seconds west (N 39°
48’ 42” W), a distance of eighty-five and fifty-nine hundredths feet (85.59) to a concrete
monument set at the southeasterly sideline of said US Route #1;

Thence, north forty-one degrees, twenty-four minutes, forty-eight seconds east (N 41° 24’
48" E) along the southeasterly sideline of said US Route #1, a distance of one hundred
twenty-one and ninety-five hundredths feet (121.95°) to the point of beginning.

Containing seven and two hundred five thousandths acres (7.205 AC).
All bearing and courses given are based on Magnetic North as of 1971 A.D.

Meaning and intending to convey that property shown on a Plan of land entitled “State
Park and Recreation Commission Property” Lincolnville, Maine, by Sagadahoc Land
Surveying Service, Shirley F. Beal, Registered Land Surveyor, Seal #257, dated July
1971, to be recorded in the Waldo County Registry of Deeds.

The title of the said Elizabeth H. Griffin is as devisee of [sabella H. Griffin, late of
Lincolnville, deceased. The title of the said Colin L. Coombs is as a devisee of Mary C.
Coombs, late of Lincolnville, deceased, and the interest of the said Colin L. Coombs and
Alice K. Coombs, as Joint Tenants, is by Deed of Ruby 1. Coombs (devisee of said Mary
C. Coombs), dated August 3, 1964, and recorded in the Waldo County Registry of Deeds,
Book 623, Page 408. The title of said Leonard R. Coombs is as heir of Raymond H.
Coombs (devisee of said Mary C. Coombs) late of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, deceased,
and by Deed of Lorraine Coombs, dated December 23, 1963, and recorded in the Waldo
County Registry of Deeds, Book 623, Page 407.

Excepting and reserving to the Department of Transportation all that portion of the above
described premises as is encompassed within a 60 foot wide strip of land extending
southeasterly from the centerline of U.S. Route 1 (State Highway #26). The length of the



60 foot wide strip extends 121.95 feet, more or less, from the northeasterly boundary of
the above-described premises southwesterly to the southwesterly bound thereof. Said
centerline and the land conveyed and excepted herein are depicted on a Plan entitled,
“State of Maine, Department of Transportation, Right of Way Map, State Highway ‘26°,
Lincolnville, Waldo County, DOT File No. 14-141, dated May, 1985”.

Parcel #2

A certain lot or parcel of land acquired by Notice of Layout and Taking dated June 10,
1985, recorded in the Waldo County Registry of Deeds, Book 853, Page 14, and more
particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the intersection of the present southeasterly line of State Highway “26”
(U.S. Route 1) and the northeasterly line of land now or formerly of Wesley R. Giles, et.
al.;

Thence, South 39° 30° 47" East along the northeasterly line of land now or formerly of
Wesley R. Giles, et. al., eighty-five and forty-seven hundredths (85.47) feet to a point;

Thence, South 45°20° 40 West along the southeasterly line of land now or formerly of
Wesley R. Giles, et. al., one hundred eight and ninety-three hundredths (108.93) feet to a
point;

Thence, South 38°36° 39” East along the northeasterly line of land now or formerly of
Wesley R. Giles, et. al., five hundred nine and forty-one hundredths (509.41) feetto a
point;

Thence, South 54° 39" 24 West along the easterly line of land now or formerly of
Wesley R. Giles, et. al., one hundred fifty-three and sixty-nine hundredths (153.69) feet
to a point;

Thence, North 41° 29° 54” West along the southwesterly line of land now or formerly of
Wesley R. Giles, et. al., five hundred fifty-five and sixty-eight hundredths (555.68) feet
to a point in the present southeasterly line of State Highway “26” (U. S. Route 1);

Thence, northeasterly along the present southeasterly line of State Highway “26” about
two hundred ninety (290} feet to the point of beginning.

The above described lot of land contains 2.45 acres, more or less.

Excepting and reserving to the Department of Transportation all that portion of the above
described premises as is encompassed within a 60 foot wide strip of land extending
southeasterly from the centerline of U.S. Route 1 (State Highway #26). The length of the
60 foot wide strip extends 290 feet, more or less, from the northeasterly boundary of the
above-described premises southwesterly to the southwesterly bound thereof. Said
centerline and the land conveyed and excepted herein are depicted on a Plan entitled,



“State of Maine, Department of Transportation, Right of Way Map, State Highway ‘26°,
Lincolnville, Waldo County, DOT File No. 14-141, dated May, 1985”.



TO:  Karen Secotte, a resident of the Town of Lincolnville:

In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required to notify the voters of the
Town of Lincolnville of the Public Hearing described in this Notice of Public Hearing.

TO:  The Voters of the Town of Lincolnville:
Town of Lincolnville
Public Hearing
Winter Road Closing

The Lincolnville Select Board will conduct a Public Hearing for the purpose of taking
comments for the Winter Road Closing of the Martin Comer Road from 171 Martin

Comer Road to the end at Moody Mountain Road, and to seek public input on the same.

Monday, September 29, 2025 @ 7:30 PM
Select Board Meeting

Town Oftice

493 Hope Road

Given under our hands at said Lincolnville, Maine, this | 5th day of September 2025.

e

Stephen Hand, Chair

adleaFDunn, Vice-Chair

D ([

Robyn Tarantino D. Michael Ray

True Copy, ATTEST

7 /
David B. Kinney, TW




TOWN OF LINCOLNVILLE
493 HOPE ROAD

LINCOLNVILLE, MAINE 04849
TEL: 207-763-3555 FAX: 207-763-4545
www.town.lincolnville.me.us

"To:  Town Clerk
ORDER OF CLOSING
Following a public hearing pursuant to Title 23 MRSA §2953(2), the undersigned Select
Board members of the Town of Lincolnville hereby order the Martin Corner Road from

171 Martin Corner Road to the end at the Moody Mountain Road closed for a period of 1
year from November 1, 2025 through April 30, 2026.

Given under our hands, this 29" day of September 2025.

Stephen Hand, Chair Ladleah Dunn, Vice-Chair

Robyn Tarantino i D. Michael Ray

Keryn Laite, Jr.



GENERAL
ASSISTANCE
ORDINANCE

MAINE MUNICIPAL
ASSOCIATION SINCE 1936

Prepared by Maine Municipal Association
September 2025
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ARTICLE I - Statement of Policy

ARTICLE I — Statement of Policy

The Municipality of . administers a general
assistance (GA) program available to all persons who are eligible pursuant to the standards
provided in this ordinance, state law (22 M.R.S. §§ 4301-4326), and Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS) regulations.

The program will make every effort to recognize the dignity of applicants while helping eligible
persons achieve self-maintenance by promoting the work incentive. When possible, the program
will connect recipicnts with rehabilitative, preventive, and protective services to alleviate non-
financial needs. The GA program will not place unreasonable restrictions on the personal rights of
applicants or recipients, nor will it discriminate based on sex, age, race, nationality, religion, sexual
orientation, or disability. The municipality is committed to including qualified individuals with
disabilities in municipal services, programs, and activities. As a result, the municipality will
promote a GA program, that when viewed in its entirety, is readily accessible to and usable by
individuals with disabilitiecs. GA applicants with physical or mental disabilities that require a
reasonable accommodation in order to access and/or utilize the GA program are encouraged to
contact the municipality to make an accommodation request,

The program provides trauma-informed services and culturally and linguistically appropriate
services to all applicants. “Trauma-informed services™ means services that acknowledge and are
informed by the widespread effects of trauma and recognize the potential paths for recovery;
recognize the unique signs and symptoms of trauma in applicants, clients, families and staff;
respond by fully integrating knowledge about trauma into policies, procedures and practices; and
scek to actively avoid retraumatization. “Culturally and linguistically appropriate services”
means services that are designed to serve culturally diverse populations in a person’s preferred
language; function effectively within the context of cultural beliefs, behaviors and needs
presented by a person who applies to or is a recipient of assistance from the program and the
person’s community; contribute to a work environment that supports diversity; promote
community engagement; build trust and rclationships with applicants and recipients; actively
support and enable recipients to make informed choices; and value and facilitate the exchange of
information with recipients. (22 M.R.S. § 4305(7)).

The Administrator will act promptly on all applications for assistance and requests for fair hearings
and will provide GA applicants with information regarding their rights and responsibilitics under
the program. Within 24 hours after receipt of an application, the Administrator will provide the
applicant a written decision, whether or not assistance is granted, that will state the specific rcasons
for the decision. The Administrator will also provide the applicant written notice that the applicant
may appeal to the municipal fair hearing authority if dissatisfied with the decision. When an
applicant is determined to be cligible, assistance appropriate to the nced will be furnished within
24 hours after the completed application is submitted except when the Administrator issues non-
emcrgency assistance conditionally on the successful completion of a workfare assignment (see
Ordinance § 5.6).

The Administrator will maintain complete and accurate records pertaining to each applicant and
recipient. These records are confidential as a matter of law. (22 M.R.S. § 4306).

The Administrator will post notice stating the regular business hours when an application may be
obtained, the designated business hours when an application may be accepted and processed, and
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ARTICLE I — Statement of Policy

the Administrator, or other designated person/entity that will be available to take applications in
an cmergency at all other times. A copy of this ordinance and Maine GA law will be available to
any member of the public upon rcquest. Notice to this effect will be posted.

The Administrator will complete training including, but not limited to, the purposc of the GA
program, the delivery of trauma-informed services and culturally linguistically appropriate
services as defined above, and the laws governing the GA program’s administration, procedures,
and requircments no later than 120 days after appointment or election. (22 M.R.S. 4302-A).
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ARTICLE II — Definitions

ARTICLE II — Definitions
Section 2.1—Common Meaning of Words

Unless otherwise apparent or defined, all words in this ordinance will have their common mcaning.

Section 2.2—Special Definitions

Administrator. See “General Assistance Administrator,” below.

Applicant. A person who has submitted an application for GA directly or through an authorized
representative, or who has, in an emergency, requested assistance without first completing an
application. All persons on whose behalf an authorized application has been submitted or on whose
behalf benefits have been granted shall be considered applicants.

Application Form. A standardized form used by the Administrator to allow a person to apply for
GA bencfits. The application form also confirms that a person has made an application. The
application form is not complete unless signed by the applicant.

Basic Necessities. Food, clothing, shelter, fuel, electricity, potable water, non-elective essential
medical services as prescribed by a physician, nonprescription drugs, basic telephone service
where it is necessary for medical or work-related reasons, property taxes when a tax lien placed
on the property threatens the loss of the applicant’s place of residence, and any other commodity
or service determined essential by the municipality.

“Basic necessities” do not include:

¢ Phone bills ¢ Vacation costs

¢ Cable or satellite dish television e Legal fees

e Mail orders e Late fees

¢ Vchicle payments ¢ Key deposits

¢ Credit card debt** e Sccurity deposits for rental property (except
] when no other permanent lodging is

* Fumiture available unless a sccurity deposit is paid,

and a waiver, deferral or installment

¢ Loan re-payments**
arrangement cannot be made between

e Cigarettcs landlord and tcnant to avoid need for
immediate payment of the security deposit in
o Alcohol full). (22 M.R.S. § 4301(1)).

e Pet care costs

**  Repayments of loans or credit will be treated as having been spent on basic necessities when the applicant can provide

verification of this fact.

Case Record. An official file containing application forms; correspondence; narrative records and
all other communications pertaining to an applicant or recipient; written decisions regarding
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ARTICLE II - Definitions

eligibility including rcasons for those decisions and types and amounts of assistance provided,
records concerning an applicant’s request for fair hearing; and fair hearing decisions.

Categorical Assistance. All state and federal income maintenance programs.
Claimant. A pcrson who has requested a fair hearing.

Deficit. An applicant’s deficit is the appropriate overall maximum level of assistance for the
houschold (sce Ordinance § 6.8) less the houschold income (calculated pursuant to Ordinance §
6.7), provided that this calculation yields a positive number. If the houschold income is greater
than the appropriate overall maximum level of assistance, the household has no deficit.

Disabled Person. A person who is presently unable to work or maintain a home due to a physical
or mental disability that is verified by a physician or qualificd mental health provider.

Dwelling Unit. A building or part thercof used for separate living quarters for one or more persons
living as a single housekeeping unit. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(2)).

Earned Income. Wages or Income-in-kind derived by providing goods or services to an
individual, company, organization, or other entity.

Eligible Person. A person who is qualified to receive GA benefits from the municipality according
to the eligibility standards in this Ordinance, Maine law (22 M.R.S. ch. 1161), and DHHS
regulations (10-144 C.M.R. ch. 323). If otherwise qualified, “Eligible Person” includes U.S.
citizens; non-U.S. citizens who are lawfully present in the United States as described in 8 U.S.C.
§ 1621(a)(1)-(3); and non-U.S. citizens who are pursuing a lawful process to apply for immigration
relief. Assistance for non-citizens pursuing a lawful process for immigration relief shall not cxceed
24 months beginning with assistance provided after July 1, 2015. “Eligible Person” does not
include a fugitive from justice as defined in 15 M.R.S. § 201(4). (See “Pursuing a Lawful Process,”
below)

Emergency. Any life-threatening situation, or a situation beyond the control of the individual
which, if not alleviated immediately, could reasonably be expected to pose a threat to the health or
safety of a person. At the municipality’s option, it includes a situation which is imminent and
which may result in undue hardship or unnecessary cost to the individual or municipality if not
resolved immediately. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4301(4), 4308(2), 4310).

General Assistance (“GA”) Program. A service administecred by a municipality for the
immcdiate aid of persons who are unable to provide the basic necessities essential to maintain
themsclves or their familics. A GA program provides a specific amount and type of aid for defined
needs during a limited period of time and is not intended to be a continuing “grant-in-aid” or
“categorical” welfare program. This definition shall not lessen the municipality’s responsibility to
provide GA benefits to a person each time that the person is in need and is found to be eligible to
receive GA. (22 MRS, § 4301(5)).

General Assistance (“GA”) Benefits. Benefits provided to a person through the GA program.
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General Assistance (*GA”) Administrater. A municipal official designated to receive
applications, make decisions concerning an applicant’s right to receive assistance, and prepare
records and communications concemning assistance. They may be an elected overseer or an
authorized agent such as a town manager, welfare director, or caseworker. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(12)).

Homelessness. “Homelessness” means a situation in which a person or household is: (a) living in
a placc that is not fit for human habitation; (b) living in an emergency shelter; (c) living in
temporary housing, including but not limited to a hotel, motel, campground, unlicensed campsite
or rehabilitation facility; (d) exiting a hospital or institution licensed under 22 M.R.S. ch. 405 ora
correctional facility where the person or household resided for up to 90 days if the person or
houschold was in an emergency shelter or a place not fit for human habitation before entering the
hospital, institution or correctional facility; (e) losing the person’s or household’s primary
nighttime residence and lacking the resources or support networks to remain in that residence; or
(f) fleeing or attempting to flee violence and has no other residence.

Household. “Household” means an individual or a group of individuals who share a dwelling unit.
When an applicant shares a dwelling unit with one or more individuals, even when a landlord-
tenant relationship may exist between individuals residing in the dwelling unit, eligible applicants
may receive assistance for no more than their pro rata share of the actual costs of the shared basic
needs of that household according to the maximum levels of assistance established in the municipal
ordinance. The pro rata share is calculated by dividing the maximum level of assistance available
to the entire household by the total number of household members. The income of household
members not legally liable shall be considered as available to the applicant only when there is a
pooling of income. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(6)). Residents of a Recovery Residence are not considered
a sharcd houschold.

Income. “Income” means any form of carncd or unearned income in cash or in kind received by
the houschold including:

¢ Net remuneration for services performed; ¢ Student loans;

e (Cash received on cither sccured or e Benefits under any statc or federal

unsecured credit; categorical assistance program such as

) . TANF, Supplemental Security Income,

e Payments received as an annuity, Social Security and any other payments from
retirement or disability benefits; governmental sources (unless specifically

e Veterans’ pensions and/or benefits; prohibited by any law or regulation);

» Retirement accounts or benefits; » Court ordered support payments (¢.g., child
support);
e Workers’ compensation payments;
e Household income from any other source,

¢ Uncmployment bencfits; including reclatives or unrclated houschold

_ members; and
e Federal and/or state tax returns;

. e Rental income.
e Income from pension or trust funds;

The following items will not be considered as income or assets that must be liquidated for the
purposes of deriving income:
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e Real or personal income-producing property, tools of trade, governmental entitlement
specifically trcated as exempt asscts by statc or federal law;

e Actual work-related expenses, whether itemized or by standard deduction, such as taxes,
retirement fund contributions, union dues, transportation costs to and from work, special
equipment costs and childcare expenses; or

¢  Earned income of children below the age of 18 years who are full-time students and who are
not working full-time.

In determining need, the period of time used as a basis for the calculation shall be a 30-day period
commencing on the date of the application. This prospective calculation shall not disqualify an
applicant who has exhausted income to purchase basic necessitics, provided that the income docs
not exceed the income standards established by the municipality. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(7)).

¢ Benefits received pursuant to public benefit programs that are specifically exempt from being
counted as income for purposes of GA. Thesc programs include:

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (7 U.5.C. § 2017(b))

Li-Heap (42 U.S.C. § 8624)

Family Development Accounts (22 M.R.S. § 3762)

AmeriCorp VISTA program benefits (42 U.S.C. § 5044 (1))

Property tax rebates issued under the Maine Property Tax Fairness Credit program, but
only if the money is spent on basic necessities (22 M.R.S. § 4301(7))

¢  ASPIRE Support Service Payments (10-144 CMR Chapter 323)

Initial Applicant. A person who has not previously applied for GA assistance in this or any other
municipality.

Just Cause. A valid, verifiable reason that hinders an individual from complying with one or more
conditions of ¢ligibility or from attending a scheduled fair hearing. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4301(8), 4316-
A(5)).

Landlord. A person who owns a property and allows another person to use that property in return
for payment. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(8-B)).

Lump Sum Payment. A one-time or typically nonrecurring sum of money issued to an applicant
or recipient. Lump sum payment includes, but is not limited to, retroactive or settlement portions
of social sccurity benefits, workers' compensation payments, unemployment benefits, disability
income, veterans' benefits, severance pay benefits, or money received from inheritances, lottery
winnings, personal injury awards, property damage claims or divorce settlements. A lump sum
payment includes only the amount of money available to the applicant after required deductions
have been taken from the gross lump sum payment. A lump sum payment does not include
conversion of a non-liquid resource to a liquid resource if the liquid resource has been used or is
intended to be used to replace the converted resource or for other necessary expenses. (22 M.R.S.
§ 4301 (8-A)).

Material Fact. A material fact is a fact that necessarily has some bearing on the determination of
an applicant’s GA eligibility, and which would, if disclosed to the Administrator, have some
determinable cffect on the calculation of eligibility or the issuance of a grant of assistance.
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Maximum Levels of Assistance. The amount of financial assistance for a commodity or service
as cstablished in Ordinance § 6.8 or the actual cost of any such basic necessity, whichever is less.

Misconduct. For purposcs of the GA work requirement (22 M.R.S. § 4316-A), misconduct shall
have the same meaning as "misconduct™ in 26 M.R.S. § 1043(23). (See Ordinance Appendix 1).
Generally, misconduct occurs when an employee violates their obligations to the cmployer.
Employees who engage in a pattern of irresponsible behavior to the detriment of the employer’s
intcrest may also be found guilty of misconduct.

Misspent Income. Misspent income includes income-in-kind received, or paid for, by a GA repeat
applicant from sources, including friends or relatives, for the payment of bills that are considered
unnecessary costs, such as cable bills, credit card debt, court fines and related court costs, payments
to reimburse a municipality for false representation, tobacco and alcohol products, and similar
items. Misspent incomc will be considered as available to the applicant when determining use of
income for the previous 30-day period.

Municipality. Any city, town or plantation administering a GA program.

Municipality of Responsibility. The municipality which is financially liable for the support of an
eligible person at the time of application, (22 M.R.S. §§ 4301(9), 4307).

Need. The condition whereby a person’s income, money, property, credit, assets, or other
resources available to provide basic necessities for the individual and the individual’s family are
less than the maximum levels of assistance. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4301(10), 4308).

Net General Assistance Costs. Those direct costs incurred by a municipality in providing
assistance to cligible persons according to standards cstablished by the municipal officers. Thesc
do not includc the administrative expenses of the GA program. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4301(11), 4311).

Operator. The lawful owner of a recovery residence or an individual or company designated by
the lawful owner to have primary responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the recovery
residence and for acquiring and maintaining certification pursuant to Title 5, scction 20005,
subsection 22 of the recovery residence in order to receive housing assistance payments through
the GA program. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(11-A)).

Period of Eligibility. The time for which a person has been granted assistance. The period of
cligibility may vary depending on the type of assistance provided; however, in no cvent shall this
period extend beyond one month. (22 M.R.S. § 4309(1)).

Pooling of Income. “Pooling of income” means the financial relationship among household
members who are not legally liable for mutual support in which there occurs any commingling of
funds or sharing of income or expenses. This ordinance establishes a rebuttable presumption that
persons sharing the same dwelling unit are pooling their income, except that applicants that who
request assistance while residing in a Recovery Residence are not considered to be commingling
funds. Applicants who request that the determination of eligibility be calculated as though one or
more houschold members are not pooling their income have the burden of rebutting the presumed
pooling of income.
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Potential Resources. Sourccs of financial assistance, including programs, scrvices, non-liquid
assets or trusts which typically require people to apply in writing and/or wait a period of time
before cligibility is determined or the potential income is released.

Pursuing a Lawful Process to Apply for Immigration Relief. Taking reasonable, good faith
steps to apply for immigration relief within twelve months of arrival to the United States, with
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services or before an immigration judge or federal court. (See
DHHS rcgulation, 10-144 C.M.R. ch. 323, for additional guidance).

Real Estate. Any land, buildings, homes, mobile homes, and any other things affixed to the land.
(22 M.R.S. § 4301(13)).

Recipient. A person who has applied for and is currently receiving GA.

Recovery Residence. “Recovery residence” mcans a shared living residence for persons
recovering from substance use disorder that is focused on peer support, provides to its restdents an
environment free of alcohol and illegal drugs and assists its residents by connecting the residents
to support services or resources in the community that are available to persons recovering from
substance use disorder. 5 M.R.S. § 20003(19-D).

Registered Domestic Partner. An individual registercd as the domestic partner of the applicant
pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 2710.

Rehabilitation Facility. An inpatient facility that is opcrated for the primary purpose of assisting
in the rehabilitation of disabled persons through an integrated program of medical services and
other services that are provided under competent professional supervision.

Repeat Applicants. All applicants for GA bencfits that are not initial applicants are repcat
applicants. For purposes of this ordinance “repeat” and “subsequent” shall have the same meaning.

Resident. A person who is physically present in a municipality with the intention of remaining in
that municipality in order to maintain or establish a home, and who has no other residence. A
person who applies for assistance in a municipality who is not a resident of that municipality, or
any other municipality is the responsibility of the municipality where the person first applies. That
municipality must take an application and grant assistance to the applicant if they are eligible, until
they cstablish a new residence in another municipality. (22 M.R.S. § 4307).

Resources. Resources include any program, scrvice, or other sources of support which are an
alternative to or supplement for GA. There are two kinds of resources: “available” and “potential”.
Potential resources are programs, services, non-liquid assets, or trusts that typically require people
to apply in writing and/or wait a period of time before cligibility is determined or the potential
income is released.

Potential resources include, but are not limited to, state or federal assistance programs,
employment benefits, governmental or private pension programs, availablc trust funds, support
from legally liable relatives, child support payments, and jointly held resources where the applicant
or recipient share may be available to the individual. (22 M.R.S. § 4317). Potential rcsources
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include the TANF (previously known as AFDC) program, Food Stamps, fucl assistance (HEAP),
subsidized housing, and similar programs.

Available resources include resources which are immediately available to the applicant or which
can be conveniently secured by the applicant without delay, such as cash on hand or in bank
accounts, assets for which there is an immediate and available market, or support from relatives
which is being made available at the time of application and for which the applicant does not have
to takc any unrcasonable steps to secure (e.g., relocation beyond the immediate region). At the
discretion of the Administrator, a minimum balance required by a financial institution in order to
obtain free checking or in order to maintain the account shall not be considered an available
resource.

The Administrator reserves the right to inform GA clients of services, commodities or facilities
made available by private organizations or charities; however, eligibility for GA benefits shall not
be based or conditioned on the use of a private charitable resource(s).

30-Day Need. An applicant’s 30-day need is the sum of the household’s prospective 30-day costs,
from the date of application, for the various basic necessities. For the purpose of this calculation,
the 30-day cost for any basic need shall be the household’s actual 30-day cost for the basic
necessity or the maximum 30-day cost for the basic necessity as established by this ordinance,
whichever is less.

Unearned Income. Unearned income is income acquired from investments and other sources
unrelated to employment. Unecarned income also includes unemployment compensation, taxable
social security benefits, pensions, annuities, and distributions of unearned income from a trust or
any other income not meeting the definition of earned income.

Unforeseen Repeat Applicants. A repcat applicant who has not applicd for assistance within the
last twelve months and who has been regularly employed or receiving support from a public benefit
program or private source and who has uncxpectedly become unemployed through no fault of their
own or whose benefits (e.g., through an available resource) have ceased through no fault of their
own.

Unmet Need. An applicant’s unmet need is the household’s 30-day need (cstablished by
Ordinance § 6.6) Iess the household income (calculated pursuant to Ordinance § 6.7), provided
such a calculation yiclds a positive number. [f the houschold income is greater than the household’s
30-day need, the household does not have an unmet need.

Work Requirements. Work requirements arc obligations the Administrator places on applicants
as dirccted and/or authorized by 22 M.R.S. § 4316-A to the extent such obligations (1) ensure a
continuing potential eligibility for GA when complied with, (2) result in incligibility when
violated, and (3) arc not merely optional, discretionary, or advisory. Work requirements include
registering for work, looking for work in good faith, accepting all suitable job offers, maintaining
employment, performing workfare, and participating in training, educational, or rechabilitation
programs that will assist the participant in securing employment.
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ARTICLE III — Administrative Rules and Regulations
Section 3.1—Confidentiality of Information

Case records and all other information relating to a GA applicant or recipient arc confidential and
will not be disclosed to the general public. (22 M.R.S. § 4306).

Release of Information. Applicants, recipients, and their legal representatives have the right to
review their case records. No record will be released to a third party unless the Administrator
receives a signed consent form in which the applicant cxpressly authorizes the release of their
records to the specified parties. Whenever the Administrator releases any information, they will
make a notation in the applicant’s file stating to whom the record was released and the date. The
Administrator may charge a reasonable fee for reproduction of records.

Information from Other Sources; Penalty. Information conceming an applicant or recipient
furnished to the municipality by DHHS or any other agency or institution pursuant to 22 M.R.S. §
4314, is confidential. The Administrator will also comply with laws requiring confidentiality of
vital statistic records such as birth, marriage, and death records. (22 M.R.S. § 2706).

Any representative of a financial institution or any employer of a GA applicant who, upon receipt
of a written release signed by the depositor/employee and a written request from the Administrator,
refuses to provide necessary information to the Administrator in order to verify an applicant’s
eligibility must state in writing the reason for the refusal. National banks arc also obligated to
disclose deposit information to the Administrator upon receipt of a written request and release
signed by the depositor. Additionally, when a municipality or its agents are acting in accordance
with section 4313(2) to verify eligibility for funeral or cremation benefits, an officer of a financial
institution must disclose the amount deposited upon receipt of a written request from the
municipality or its agents and a notarized affidavit signed by the overseer of the municipality or
its agents stating that the named depositor is deceased. Any such person who refuses to provide
information, without just cause, may be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $25 nor more
than $100. Any person, including the applicant, who knowingly and willfully makes a false
representation of a material fact to the Administrator commits a Class E crime. (22 M.R.S. §§
4314, 4315).

Misuse of Information. Misuse of any information relating to an applicant or recipient is a
punishable offense. (22 M.R.S. § 42(2)).

Section 3.2—Maintenance of Records

The Administrator will maintain complete and accurate program records. (22 M.R.S. § 4306).
These records are necessary to: (a) document and account for municipal program expenditures; (b)
document and support decisions concerning applicants and recipients; and (c) ensurc relevant
information is available for any fair hearing or judicial review of the Administrator’s decisions.

Case Records. The Administrator will maintain a scparate case record, in paper or digital format,
for each applicant or recipicnt. Each case record will include at least:

* houschold applications;
* houschold budget sheets;
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the types and amounts of assistance provided;

narrative statcments describing the naturc of the emergency situation whenever GA is
granted in amounts greater than the applicant’s mathematical eligibility (i.e., deficit or
unmet need, whichever is less);

written decisions;

requests for fair hearings and the fair hearing authority decisions;

workfare participation records;

repayments to the municipality;

narrative writings documenting the need for GA, the results of home visits, collateral
information, referrals, changes in status;

client authorization(s) for the release of GA information and/or rcason(s) for the release
of confidential information;

adjustments in aid, and suspension or termination of eligibility;

physician’s documentation;

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) interim assistance reimbursement authorization
forms; and

vendor forms

Case records will not include information that is irrelevant to the applicant’s or recipient’s
application or the Administrator’s decisions.

Retention of Records. GA records shall be retained for at least three full years. The three-year
period shall coincide with the state government’s fiscal year which begins July | and ends on the
following June 30. Records may be destroyed after three years by supervised shredding, burning
or an appropriate digital deletion/destruction process. If a recipient’s records contain SSI
reimbursement forms, the recipient’s records should be retained so that the municipality may seek
reimbursement.
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ARTICLE IV - Application Procedure
Section 4.1—Right to Apply

Who May Apply. Any person may apply for GA. The head of the family, any other responsible
houschold member, or an authorized representative must apply in person, except in special
cmergency situations (sce Ordinance § 4.9) or when the applicant resides at an emergency shelter
and the municipality has made an agrecment with that emergency shelter to presume shelter
residents eligible for GA benefits. (22 M.R.S. § 4304(3)). In such cases, the Administrator may
require a representative to present a signed statement documenting that they are authorized to apply
on behalf of the named applicant. The applicant or representative must complete a written
application and any other forms necessary for the Administrator to determine eligibility. (22
M.R.S. §§ 4305, 4308). With notice, all members of the household receiving GA may be required
to physically present themselves to the Administrator. Note that fugitives from justice are
incligible for GA benefits.

Telephone Applications. When a person has an emergency but is unable to apply in person due
to illness, disability, lack of childcare, lack of transportation or other good cause, and they cannot
send an authorized representative, the Administrator will accept an application by telephone. The
telephone application is subject to written verification by mail and a visit to the applicant’s home
with their permission. (22 M.R.S. § 4304).

Written Application Upon Each Request. Each request for assistance will be administered in
accordance with these guidelines, and the Administrator will make an independent determination
of eligibility for GA cach time a person applies. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4308, 4309).

Applications Available/Accepted; Posted Notice. Any person may obtain an application for GA
during the municipality’s regular business hours. Applications will be accepted and processed
during designated daily hours that will not total less than 50% of the municipality’s regular
business hours. In an emergency, however, the Administrator or their designee will be available to
accept applications for assistance whenever necessary.

The municipality will post notice stating the regular business hours when an application may be
obtained, the designated daily hours during which applications for assistance will be accepted and
processed; and contact information for the Administrator available to take emergency applications
at all other times. In addition, the posted notice shall state that the municipality must issue a written
decision on all applications within 24-hours and will include the DHHS toll-free telephone number
for reporting alleged violations or complaints. (22 M.R.S. § 4304).

Section 4.2—Application Interview

Except when it is impractical, the Administrator will interview each applicant in person before
making a decision. Interviews will be conducted in private, although the applicant may be
accompanied by a legal representative, friend, or family member.
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Section 4.3—Contents of the Application
An application must contain the following information:

a) the applicant’s name, address, date of birth, SSN or appropriate United States Customs
and Immigration Services (USCIS) documentation, and phone number;

b) the names, date(s) of birth, and SSN(s) or appropriate USCIS documentation of other
houschold members for whom the applicant secks assistance;

¢) the total number of individuals living with the applicant;

d) employment and employability information;

e) a listing of all household income, resources, assets, and property;

f) the applicant’s household expenses;

g) the types of assistance requested;

h) astatement of the penalty for false representation;

i) the applicant’s permission for the Administrator to verify information;

j)  the signature of applicant and date.

If an initial applicant is unable to provide identification records (e.g., SSN card/number) because
the record may have been lost, stolen or misplaced, the Administrator may allow the initial
applicant a reasonable amount of time (e.g., five working days), to obtain copies of identification
records. Provided the initial applicant makes a good faith effort to obtain the item/record sought,
GA benefits necessary to cure an immediate and/or emergency need shall not be withheld. In such
cases the Administrator may clect to provide a prorated amount of GA (e.g., five days™ worth),
while the applicant attempts to obtain the required information.

Section 4.4— GA Administrator’s Responsibilities at the Time of Application

The Administrator will inform all applicants of: (1} their rights and responsibilities; (2) general
program requirements for applying for and receiving GA, and (3) application requirements,
eligibility guidelines, applicant rights, and applicant reimbursement obligations.

Application Requirements. The Administrator will help applicants complete application forms
and inform applicants of any other information or documents necessary to evaluate the applicant’s
eligibility. The Administrator will fully explain the purpose of any forms consenting to release of
the applicant’s information and any benefit reimbursement agreements before the Administrator
requests the applicant’s signature or written authorization.

Eligibility Requirements. The Administrator will inform the applicant, either orally or in writing,
of the eligibility requirements of the program, including:

e the income standard of need;

e the applicant’s ongoing use-of-income, work-related, and resource-related
responsibilities, as described in the section immediately below;

¢ the reduction in assistance that results from spending houschold income on non-basic
necessities;

e immigration status (see definition of “Eligible Person™); and

¢ the disqualification penalties associated with committing fraud, failing to perform work-
related assignments without just cause, or failing to make a good faith cffort to securc
potential resources when the requirement to attempt to obtain those resources has been
explained to the applicant in writing.
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Applicant Rights. The Administrator will inform all applicants of their right to:

review the municipal GA ordinance and Maine GA statute and regulations;

apply for assistance;

receive a written decision concerning eligibility within 24-hours after application;
confidentiality of the application and other records;

contact the DHHS with complaints;

challenge the Administrator’s decision by requesting a fair hearing.

Reimbursement/Recovery. The Administrator will inform the applicant/recipient that they must
reimburse the municipality the amount of GA benefits they have been granted if they subsequently
have the ability to pay. The municipality may also, as appropriate, contact and inform the
applicant/recipient’s legal representative of the recipient’s obligation to repay the municipality.

The municipality may also rccover the amount of assistance granted to a recipient during the
previous 12 months from any relative legally liable for the applicant’s support, such as a spouse,
or the parents of persons under the age of 25. (See Article VIII, “Recovery of Expenses™). (22
M.R.S. §§ 4318, 4319). Whenever applicable, the Administrator will explain the liens a
municipality may place against a recipient’s real or personal property, such as the mortgage or
capital improvement lien, the Workers’ Compensation lump sum payment lien, or the SSI “Interim
Assistance Agreement” lien, described in Article VIII, “Recovery of Expenses.”

Section 4.5—Responsibilities of the Applicant at Time of Application

The applicant is responsible to provide accurate, complete, and current household information and
verifiable documentation at the time of each application concerning:

Income

Resources

Assets

Employment

Use of income

Names and addresses of any relatives legally liable for the applicant’s support

Any change in this information from a previous application that would affect houschold
cligibility. (22 M.R.S. § 4309).

In addition, the applicant must accurately report and provide verifiable documentation that shows
the applicant:

a) hasremained employed, if previously employed, and has not quit work without just causc
or been discharged from employment for misconduct;

b) has been secking employment, if previously unemployed or employed on a part-time
basis, has accepted any suitable offer of employment, and has satisfactorily performed
all workfarc assignments or had just cause not to perform those assignments;

¢ has made use of all available and potential resources when directed in writing to such a
program by the Administrator, including, but not limited to, other government benefit
programs or the assistance of liable relatives of sufficient means; and

d) has participated in any training, retraining, educational or rchabilitative program when
appropriate and when directed in writing to such a program by the Administrator, in order
to diminish the applicant’s need for GA. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4316-A, 4317).
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Section 4.6—Action on Applications

Weritten Decision. The Administrator will issue a written decision concerning the applicant’s
eligibility within 24 hours after the applicant submits a written application. Assistance will be
furnished to cligible applicants within that period except when the municipality is permitted by
law (and pursuant to Ordinance § 5.6) to issue assistance conditionally on the successful
completion of a workfare assignment. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4305, 4316-A, 4321). A written decision will
be given cach time a person applics, whether assistance is granted, denied, reduced, or terminated.

Content of Decision. The Administrator’s written decision will contain:

a) the type and amount of benefits granted, or the applicant’s ineligibility for benefits;

b) the period of eligibility if the applicant is eligible for assistance;

c) the specific reasons for the Administrator’s decision;

d) the applicant’s right to a fair hearing; and

e) the applicant’s right to notify the DHHS if they believe the municipality has acted
itlegally. (22 M.R.S. § 4321).

Section 4.7—Withdrawal of an Application

An application will be considered withdrawn if the applicant requests in writing that the
application be withdrawn; or if the applicant refuses to complete or sign the application or any
other document needed by the Administrator.

Section 4.8—Temporary Refusal to Accept Application

Under special circumstances, the Administrator may temporarily refuse to accept applications.
Such circumstances include, but are not limited to, the following:

a) When the applicant’s conduct is abusive, disruptive, or harassing, or when the applicant
is under the influence of drugs or alcohol. In these situations, the applicant will be asked
to leave; if the applicant refuses to leave, the police may be summoned. The applicant
will be informed that an application will only be accepted when their conduct is under
control.

b) If the Administrator believes that an applicant’s behavior presents a threat to the health
or safety of the public or to a municipal employee, if the applicant’s behavior is violent,
or if an applicant has cngaged in abusive, disruptive or harassing behavior and has been
required to lcave on more than one occasion, the applicant may be required to designate
a third party to apply for assistance on their behalf and the applicant may be prohibited
from entering the municipal building;

¢) When a third person applies for assistance on behalf of the applicant that person may be
required to provide written verification that they have been duly authorized to act as a
representative for the applicant. (22 M.R.S. § 4308).

Section 4.9—Emergencies

An “emergency” means any life-threatening situation, or a situation beyond the control of the
applicant which if not alleviated immediately could reasonably be expected to pose a threat to the
health or safecty of the applicant or a member of the houschold. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(4)). An
emergency includes homelessness or imminent homelessness. Even if an applicant is otherwise
ineligible to receive GA benefits, unless they are disqualified as provided below, emergency
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assistancc may be granted to applicants who lack sufficient income and resources to meet the
emergency need and also have not had sufficient income and resources to avert the emergency.
(22 M.R.S. § 4308).

A municipality may provide emergency assistance when the municipality determines that an
emergency is imminent and that failure to provide assistance may result in unduc hardship and
unnecessary costs to either the applicant or the municipality.

Disqualification for Emergency Assistance. A person who is currently disqualified from
receiving GA due to a violation of Ordinance §§ 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.8, 5.9 or 6.4 is incligible to receive
emergency assistance. (22 M.R.S. § 4308(2)(A)). However, dependents of a disqualified person
may be eligible for assistance. For the purposes of this section, “dependents” are defined as: (1) a
dependent minor child; (2) an elderly, ill or disabled person; or (3) a person whose presence is
required to provide care for any child under the age of 6 years or any ill or disabled member of the
household. (22 M.R.S. § 4309(3)).

If one or more members of a houschold are disqualified and assistance is requested for the
remaining dependents, the eligibility of those dependents will be calculated by dividing the
maximum level of assistance available to the entire household by the total number of household
members.

Assistance Prior to Verification. Whenever an applicant informs the Administrator that they need
assistance immediately, the Administrator will grant, pending verification, the assistance within
24 hours, provided that:

a) after intervicwing the applicant the Administrator has determined that the applicant will
probably be eligible for assistance after a verification of information is completed; and

b) the applicant submits documentation when possible, to verify their need. The
Administrator may contact at least one other person to confirm the applicant’s statements
about his/her need for emergency assistance. No further assistance will be authorized
until the applicant’s eligibility is confirmed. (22 M.R.S. § 4310}.

Benefits provided prior to verification are limited as follows:
a) The authorization of benefits may not exceed 30 days.

b) Until there has been full verification confirming the applicant’s eligibility, further benefit
may not be authorized.

c) The authorization of benefits may not exceed levels of assistance established in 22 M.R.S.
§ 4308. (22 M.R.S. § 4310(4)).

Telephone Applications. If a person has an emergency need and cannot apply in person due to
illness, disability, lack of transportation, or other good cause, and if there is no authorized
representative who can apply on behalf of the applicant, the Administrator shall accept an
application over the telephone. (22 M.R.S. § 4304).

Assistance will not be granted after a telephone application if the applicant refuses to allow the
Administrator to verify information provided by the applicant cither by visiting their home or by
mail, and the Administrator cannot determine cligibility through any other means.
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Limitation on Emergency Assistance. Applicants are not automatically eligible for emergency
assistance. If an applicant had income which could have been used to prevent all or part of an
emergency, but they spent that income on items which arc not basic necessities, the applicant will
not be eligible to receive GA to replace the misspent money. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4308(2) & 4315-A).

All applicants must provide the Administrator with verifiable documentation demonstrating that
the applicant lacked sufficient income to avert the emergency situation. According to the following
criteria, the Administrator may limit emergency assistance to cover only the difference between
the amount of money necessary for the household to avoid the emergency and the amount of
income available to the household during the applicable time period.

a) The applicable time period shall be the 30 days preceding the application for emergency
assistance, except in those cases where the emergency was created by a negative account
balance for a commodity or service (such as rent, mortgage, or utility payments}, and the
negative account balance was created over a longer period of time. In such cases, the
applicable time period shall be the consecutive length of time the account balance has
been in the negative.

b) The Administrator shall seek from the applicant all information pertinent to the
applicant’s ability to provide for their basic necessities for the applicable time period,
including evidence of all income and resources received over that period of time.

c) The Administrator shall calculate all costs per month for the household’s basic necessities
during the applicable time period, consistent with the maximum levels established by this
ordinance for the specific basic necessity or the actual monthly cost, whichever is less,
including all costs associated with averting the particular emergency situation for which
the applicant is secking assistance.

d) From the total household costs for basic necessities during the applicable time period,
the Administrator shall subtract the total income and lump sum payments available to the
household for the applicable time period, as well as the total GA actually received during
the applicable time period.

¢) The Administrator may restrict the issuance of emergency assistance to the difference
yielded by the computation in subsection (d), even when such a grant will not totally
alleviate the emergency situation.

f) The Administrator may waive this limitation on emergency assistance in life threatening
situations or for initial applicants; that is, pcrsons who have never before applied for GA.

g) Nothing in these criteria may be construed as prohibiting a municipality from electing to
alleviate an emergency situation in thc most cost-effective manner available, provided
such a determination of cligibility for cmergency assistance is in conformance with GA
law.

The municipality cannot cxceed maximum levels of assistance for an applicant houschold for more
than 30 days in a 12-month period when assistance is granted for housing in a hotel, motel, inn or
other lodging place.

Section 4.10—Residence

The Administrator shall provide GA to all cligible applicants who arc residents of this
municipality. A resident is a person who has no other residence, is physically present in this
municipality and who intends to remain here and establish a houschold.
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The municipality also recognizes its responsibility to provide assistance to eligible persons who
apply here and who are not residents of this municipality or any other municipality. If a person
who is not a resident of any municipality applics in this municipality first, the Administrator will
determine their eligibility and, if eligible, will grant assistance until they establish a residence in
another municipality. (22 M.R.S. § 4307).

Moving/Relocating. The municipality will not consider moving or transporting an applicant or
recipient into another municipality unless the person requests assistance to relocate to another
municipality. If the Administrator determines the applicant is eligible and grants financial
assistance to help with the requested relocation, this municipality will be responsible for providing
assistance to the applicant for 6 months after they move including processing applications and
determining eligibility for assistance.

Institutions. If a resident of this municipality enters an institution located in another municipality
(such as a group home, shelter, rehabilitation center, nursing home, or hospital) and requests
assistance while at the institution, they will be the responsibility of this municipality for up to 12
months after they enter the institution if the conditions of 22 M.R.S. § 4307 and § 4313 are met.
The municipality thereafter retains responsibility for an applicant in an institution only if the
applicant has maintained a home in this municipality to which they intend to return. The
municipality also recognizes its responsibility for applicants residing in an institution in this
municipality if such an applicant had no residence prior to entering the institution. (22 M.R.S. §
4307(4)).

Temporary Housing. Hotels/motels and similar places of temporary lodging are considered
institutions if the municipality grants financial assistance for, makes arrangements for, or advises
or cncourages an applicant to stay in temporary lodging.

Note: A municipality which illegally denies housing assistance will be responsible for the
applicant for up to 12 months if, as a result of the denial, the applicant stays in temporary lodging.
The municipality may also be subject to other penalties. (22 M.R.S. § 4307(4)).

Disputes. When the Administrator believes that an applicant is a resident of another municipality,
but that municipality disputes its responsibility, the Administrator will notify DHHS’ Augusta
office (287-3654 or 1-800-442-6003). If the applicant applies in this municipality first, the
Administrator will determine their eligibility and, if eligible, will grant assistance until the DHHS
has concluded which municipality is responsible for providing assistance. If another municipality
was responsible, the DHHS will recover the amount duc from the other municipality. (22 M.R.S.
§§ 4307(5), 4307(6)).
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ARTICLE V - Eligibility Factors

A person will be eligible for GA if they are an “Eligible Person™ as defined in section 2.2, is in
nced, and has complied with the cligibility requirements set forth below. (For guidance in
determining whether an applicant is an Eligible Person, contact DHHS at (800) 442-6003 (TTY:
287-6948)).

Section 5.1—Initial Application

Initial Application. For initial applicants, need will be the sole condition of eligibility, except that
all applicants, including initial applicants, are disqualified for a defined period (1) for quitting
employment without just cause or for being discharged from employment for misconduct (see
Ordinance § 5.5) or (2) who are fugitives from justice as defined in 15 M.R.S. § 201(4), (22 M.R.S.
§ 4301(3)). An initial applicant is a person who has never before applied for GA in any
municipality in Maine. (22 M.R.S. § 4308(1)).

“Need” means that the applicant’s income (including prorated income, where applicable),
property, credit, assets or other resources are less than the overall maximum level of assistance
contained in Ordinance § 6.8 or the applicant’s 30-day need, whichever is less, and they do not
have adequate income or other resources available to provide basic necessities.

Repeat Applicants. Persons who are not initial applicants are repeat applicants; these are persons
who have previously applied for GA at some time, including persons on whose behalf a GA
application was previously made at any time, provided that the applicant was not a dependent
minor in the household at the time of the previous application. To be eligible for GA, repeat
applicants must be in need and meet all other eligibility requirements. The eligibility of repeat
applicants may also be adversely affected to the extent they have not used their income and
resources to secure basic necessitics.

Section 5.1A — Presumptive Eligibility

A person who is provided shelter in an emergency shelter for the homeless located in the
municipality shall be presumed to be an eligible person. Presumed eligibility may not exceed 30
days within a 12-month period. After the period of presumed eligibility, full eligibility must be
verified before assistance will be issued. When presumptive eligibility is determined under this
section, no other municipality may be determined to be the municipality of responsibility during
that 30-day period.

Section 5.1B — Recovery Residences

The Administrator will not deny GA benefits to a person for the sole reason that the person is
residing in a recovery residence. Beginning July 1, 2022, housing assistance will not be provided
to a person residing in a recovery residence that has not been certified in accordance with 5 M.R.S.
§ 20005(22), except that the person may reccive housing assistance while residing in an uncertified
recovery residence for one 30-day period only. The Administrator will inform the person of the
requircments and time limits regarding recovery residences. A person who is ineligible for housing
assistance under this subsection may remain eligible to receive GA for other basic necessities.
Upon request by a person residing in a certified recovery residence, who has been determined
cligible for housing assistance, housing assistance payments will be issued to the operator of the
certified recovery residence instead of to a landlord.
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Section 5.2—Eligibility for Categorical Assistance

Reccipt of categorical assistance will not disqualify an otherwise eligible person. Benefits received
from other assistance programs will be considered as income when determining need, with the
exception of Food Stamps, which will not be counted as income or resources or otherwisc taken
into consideration when determining need. (7 U.S.C. § 2017 (b)).

In addition, fuel assistance (HEAP/ECIP) received by an applicant will not be considered as
income; that is, the Administrator will always compute the heating needs of an applicant who has
reccived HEAP or ECIP as if that applicant paid all costs associated with their fuel necds. (42
U.S.C. § 8624(f)). When an applicant has received HEAP or ECIP, GA heating energy needs will
be calculated pursuant to Ordinance § 6.7, subsection {c) under “Types of Income™. For several
additional exceptions please refer to the definition of “Income” in this Ordinance (see Ordinance
§ 2.2, page 7, subsection 4).

Applicants or recipients must apply for other program benefits within 7 days after being advised
in writing to do so by the Administrator. Persons who, without just cause, make no good faith
effort to obtain a potential resource will be disqualified from receiving assistance until they make
a good faith effort to obtain the benefit. (22 M.R.S. § 4317).

Section 5.3—Personal Property

a) Liquid Assets.

No person owning assets easily convertible into cash, including but not limited to, bank
deposits, stocks, bonds, certificates of deposit, retirement accounts, life insurance
policies and other marketable security will be eligible for GA unless and until they use
these assets to mect their basic needs, and thereby cxhausts them. At the discretion of the
Administrator, liquid assets need not include a reasonable minimum balance necessary
to obtain free checking. Although one checking account per household may be allowed,
any monics over thc minimum required to obtain free checking are to be considered
available liquid assets.

b) Tangible Assets.

No person owning or possessing personal property, including but not limited to: a motor
vehicle (except as provided immediately below in subsection c), or a boat, trailer,
recreation vehicle or other assets that are convertible into cash and are non-essential to
the maintenance of the applicant’s household will be eligible for GA. Exceptions may be
made when a person is making an initial application or is an unforesceable repeat
applicant as defined in Ordinance § 2.2 or when reasonable efforts to convert assets to
cash at fair market valuc are unsuccessful. Tools of a trade, livestock, farm equipment
and other cquipment used for the production of income arc cxcmpt from the above
category and are not considered available assets.

¢) Automobile Ownership.
Ownership of one automobile per houschold will not make a person ineligible for
assistance 1f such vehicle is essential for transportation to employment or for seeking
employment, obtaining medical care, rehabilitation, or training facilities, or for any other
rcason the GA Administrator determines reasonable for the maintenance of the
applicant’s household. GA recipients who own an automobile with a market value greater
than $8,000 may be required, with 7-day’s written notice, to make a good faith effort to
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tradc that automobile for an automobile with a market value of less than $8,000. Any
income received by the applicant by virtue of such a trade down must be used for their
basic necessities. Failure to liquidate or trade down the excess value of any automobile
asset can result in disqualification. (22 M.R.S. § 4317).

The Administrator will neither pay nor consider as nccessary any car payment or vehicle
maintenance cost, including insurance, for which the applicant is responsible. However,
if the vehicle’s value is $8.000 or less and the applicant is utilizing the vehicle for an
“essential” reason (see above), the Administrator may choose to not consider reasonable
car payments, reasonable car insurance or rcasonable associated costs of maintenance as
“misspent” income. GA for travel-related needs shall be computed in accordance with
Ordinance § 6.8(F)7), (8) “Work Related/Travel Expenses.”

Insurance.

[nsurance available to an applicant on a non-contributory basis or required as a condition
of employment will not be a factor in determining eligibility for GA. Life insurance with
a cash surrender value may, at the discretion of the Administrator, be considered as a
tangible asset.

Transfer of Property.

Applicants who transfer assets for less than fair market value to someone else solely for
the purpose of establishing eligibility for GA will not be granted GA benefits to replace
the uncompensated value of the transferred asset. Assistance will be denied within a 120-
day limit up to the uncompensated value of the asset which was transferred unless the
transfer of asset is fraudulently misrepresented, in which case a 120-day disqualification
will be issued. There will be a presumption that the applicant transferred their assets in
order to be cligible for GA whenever property is sold for less than the fair market value
or when the transfer occurred within 30 days prior to applying for GA unless the applicant
can demonstrate the existence of a good faith transaction.
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Section 5.4—Ownership of Real Estate

a)

b)

Principal Residence.

Solely for purposes of GA, the applicant’s principal residence, including any adjoining
land, is considered an exempt resource, even if temporarily unoccupied because of
employment, job training, education, illness, or disaster, provided the applicant
demonstrates an intent to return. If the applicant owns land in ¢xcess of the minimum lot
size for the zone or district in which the home is located, that land may be considered a
potential resource if:

. The applicant has received GA for the last 120 consecutive days; and

2. The applicant has the legal right to sell the land (e.g., any mortgagee will release any
mortgage, any co-owners agree to the sale, zoning or other land use laws do not render
the sale illegal or impracticable); and

3. The applicant has the financial capability to put the land into a marketable condition
(e.g., the applicant can pay for any necessary surveys); and

4. The land is not utilized for the maintenance and/or support of the household; and

A knowledgeable source (e.g., a realtor) indicates that the land in question can be

sold at fair market value, for an amount which will aid the applicant’s financial

rehabilitation; and

6. No other circumstances exist which cause any sale to be unduly burdensome or
inequitable.

wh

If conditions above are met, the Administrator may condition the receipt of future
assistance on the applicant’s good faith efforts to sell, or render saleable, land which
could be used to provide necessary support for the applicant (e.g., the applicant owns
100 “excess™ acres. Sale of 10 of the acres would provide for the necessary support;
thercfore, the entirc 100 acres need not be sold at the present time.) Assistance shall
not be denied during the time that the applicant is making a good faith effort to sell
or render saleable the land in question.

Once the applicant ceases to receive assistance the obligations under this section shall
also cease.

Other Property.

If the applicant or dependents own real property other than that occupied as the principal
residence, continued GA ecligibility will depend on the applicant making a reasonable
effort to:

1. Disposc of the property at fair market value in order to convert the property into cash
which can be applied toward meeting present need; or

2. Obtain a loan against such property which may be used to meet present need.
Applicants who transfer their excess property to a third party in order to become
cligible for GA will be ineligible.

If an applicant is granted assistance in the form of a mortgage payment or capital
improvement payment, the municipality may claim a lien against the property. The lien
shall not be enforceable until the sale of the property or upon the death of the recipient
(see also Ordinance § 6.8). 22 M.R.S. § 4320.
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Section 5.5—Work Requirement

All GA recipicnts are required to register for work, look for work, work to the cxtent of available
cmployment, and otherwise fulfill the work requirements, unless the applicant is exempt from such
requirements as provided below.

Employment; Rehabilitation. All unemployed applicants and houschold members who arc 16
years of age or older and who are not attending a full-time primary or secondary school intended
to lead to a high school diploma will be required to accept any suitable job offer and/or meet with
job counselors, attend employment workshops and rchabilitative services, except as provided
below (see “Exemptions” ). Applicants must demonstrate to the Administrator that they are
available for work and are actively secking employment.

A “suitable job” means any job, which the applicant is mentally and physically able to perform.
“Available for work™ means that applicants must make themselves available for work during
normal business hours prevailing in the area and show that no circumstance exists which would
prevent them from complying with the work requirement.

Verification. Unemployed applicants or applicants employed on a part-time basis must provide
verifiable documentation of their pursuit of employment at the time of each application. At a
minimum, such documentation will consist of a list of the employers contacted, the date and time
of the application contact, and the name of the employer representative contacted. “Pursuit of
Employment™ means actually submitting a written application or applying for a job in person when
reasonable or submitting a written application or letter of inquiry to employers.

For the duration of any repeat applicant’s period of unemployment or partial employment, the
Administrator will establish the number of employers per week to whom cach non-excmpt
applicant shall be required to apply in order to fulfill their work search requirements. The number
of weekly employer contacts required by the Administrator shall be reasonably related to the
number of potential employers in the region and the number of hours per week the applicant has
available for work scarch activities after considering all time the applicant must devote to existing
employment obligations, workfare obligations, and required classroom or on-site participation in
job training, educational, or rehabilitation programs. Fulfillment of these requirements will not be
cxpected at the time of the initial application but will be a condition of eligibility for subsequent
assistancc.

Ineligibility. After being granted assistance at the time of initial application, applicants will be
considcred ineligible for further assistance for 120 days if they, without just cause:

a) refuse to register for cmployment with the Maine Job Service;

b) refuse to scarch diligently for cmployment when the search is recasonable and appropriate;
recipients who unreasonably seck work at the same places repeatedly will not be
considered to be performing a diligent work scarch and will be disqualified;

c) refuse to accept a suitable job offer;

d) refuse to participate in an assigned training, education or rchabilitation program that
would assist the applicant in securing employment;

¢) fail to be available for work; or

f) refusc to participate or participate in a substandard manner in th¢ municipal work
program (see Ordinance § 5.6).
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Ineligibility Due to Job Quit or Discharge for Misconduct. No initial or repeat applicant who
has quit their full-time or part-time job without just causec or who has been discharged from
employment for misconduct (see definition in Appendix I} will be eligible to reccive GA of any
kind for 120-days from thc datc the applicant is scparated from employment. (22 M.R.S.
§§ 4301(8), 4316-A (1-A)).

Just Cause. Applicants will be incligible for assistance for 120 days if they refuse to comply with
the work requirecments of this section without just cause. With respect to any work requirement,
just cause will be considered to exist when there is reasonable and verifiable evidence that:

a) the applicant has a physical or mental illness or disability which prevents them from
working;

b) the work assignment pays below minimum wages;

c) the applicant was subject to sexual harassment;

d) the applicant is physically or mentally unable to perform required job tasks, or to mect
piece work standards;

e) the applicant has no means of transportation to or from work or a training or rehabilitation
program;

f) the applicant is unable to arrange for necessary childcare or care of ill or disabled family
members; or

g) any reason found to be good cause by the Maine Department of Labor (DOL), or any
other verifiable reason the Administrator considers reasonable and appropriate will be
accepted as just cause. (22 M.R.S. § 4316-A(5)).

Applicant’s Burden of Establishing Just Cause, If the Administrator finds that the applicant has
violated a work-related rule without just cause, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant to
establish the presence of just causc. (22 M.R.S. § 4316-A).

Eligibility Regained. Pcrsons who are disqualified for 120 days because they violated a work
requircment may regain their cligibility if and only when they become employed or otherwise
satisfy the Administrator that they are complying with the work requirement by fulfilling the work
requirement(s) the person violated.

For the purpose of regaining eligibility by becoming employed, “employment” shall mean
employment by an employer as defined in 26 M.R.S. § 1043 or the performance of a service for
an employer who withholds from the employee a social sccurity tax pursuant to federal law.

The special provisions regarding the opportunity to regain cligibility after a disqualification for
workfare violations are detailed in Ordinance § 5.6, under “Eligibility Regained.”

Dependents. Failure of an otherwise eligible person to comply with the work requirements shall
not affect the eligibility of any member of the person’s household who is not capable of working,
including:

a) adependent minor child;

b) an clderly, ill, or disabled person; and

¢) aperson whosc presence is required in order to provide care for any child under 6 years
of age or for any ill or disabled member of the household. (22 M.R.S. § 4309(3)).
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If one or morc member(s) of a houschold is disqualified and assistance is requested for those
remaining members of the houschold who are dependents, the eligibility of those dependents will
be calculated by dividing the maximum level of assistance available to the entire household by the
total number of household members.

Exemptions. The above work requirecments do not apply to any person who is elderly, physically
or mentally ill or disabled. Any person whose presence is required to care for any pre-school age
child or for any ill or disabled member of the household is also exempt from these requirements.

The requirements of this section will not be imposed so as to interfere with an applicant’s existing
employment, ability to pursuc a bona fide job offer, ability to attend an interview for possible
employment, classroom participation in a primary or secondary educational program intended to
lead to a high school diploma, classroom or on site participation in a training program which is
either approved by the DOL or determined by the DOL to be expected to assist the applicant in
securing employment, or classroom participation in a degree-granting program operated under the
control of the DOL.

Section 5.6—Municipal Work Program

Each applicant and any member of the houschold who is capable of working may be required to
perform work for the municipality, including work for a non-profit organization, as a condition of
receiving assistance. (22 M.R.S. § 4316-A(2)).

As part of the municipal work program, the municipality can require recipients to participate in
training, education, or rehabilitative programs that will assist the recipient in securing employment.
The work requirement provisions found in Ordinance § 5.5 regarding just cause, dependents, and
exemptions also apply to the municipal workfare program.

Consent. Pcrsons assigned to the work program are required to sign a form stating that they
understand the requirements of GA and the work program. Before signing the form, the
Administrator will rcad it to the applicants or allow the applicants to read it themsclves. The form
will also state the number of hours the applicants must work and the hourly rate by means of which
the duration of the work assignment is calculated. In addition, the consent form shall describe the
consequences of failing to adequately perform part or all of the workfare or workfare-first
assignment.

Subtracting Value of Workfare Performed from Client’s GA Debt. Pursuant to 22 M.R.S. §
4318, individuals who received GA benefits arc obligated to repay the municipality when and if
they become able (see Ordinance Article VIII). However, persons performing workfare shall have
the value of the workfarc performed deducted from any and all GA debt including GA liens (c.g.,
Workers® Compensation Settlement, SSI Retroactive Payment, Capital Improvement, Home
Mortgage) that might exist against their settlements, payments or other such property.

Limitations. The work requirement is subject to the following limitations. (22 M.R.S. § 4316-
A(3)).

1) No person shall, as a condition of ¢ligibility, be required to perform any amount of
work that exceeds the value of the net GA that the person receives under municipal

GA standards. Any person performing work under this subsection shall be provided
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2)

3)

4)

3)

6)
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with net GA, the value of which is calculated at a rate of at least the prevailing
minimum wage under statc or federal law at the time the workfare was performed.

No workfare participant shall be required to work for a nonprofit organization if that
work would violate the participant’s basic religious beliefs.

In no case shall cligible persons performing work under this subsection replace
regular municipal employces.

In no case will work performed under this subscction interferc with an cligible
person’s:

a) existing employment;

b) ability to follow up on a bona fide job offer;

c) attendance at an interview for possible employment;

d) classroom participation in a primary or secondary cducational program
intended to lead to a high school diploma; or

e) classroom or on-site participation in a training program which is approved by
the DOL or determined by the DOL to be reasonably expected to assist the
person in securing employment, or classroom participation in a degree-
granting program administered by the DHHS or the DOL.

In no case may an eligible person be required to work more than 40 hours per week.
An eligible person who has full or part-time employment shall be exempt from the
work requirement to the extent that the work requirement in combination with their
rcgular employment would result in the person working morc than 40 hours per
week.

In no case will an eligible person be required to perform work beyond their
capabilities. However, when an illness or disability is claimed, an cligible person
may be required as a condition of receiving assistance to present a doctor’s statement
detailing the extent of the disability or illness. (22 M.R.S. § 4309).

If the Administrator requires a doctor’s statement to verify an applicant’s illness or
disability and the applicant is not currently under the care of a provider, the
municipality may pay for the doctor’s evaluation if the applicant has no means to
pay for the exam. However, in such a case the Administrator will choose the doctor.
If there is a no-cost or low-cost health care option, the municipality may clect to
refer the client to such a resource. The Administrator will not require verification of
medical conditions which arc apparent, or which are of such short duration that a
reasonable person would not ordinarily seck medical attention. (22 M.R.S. §
4316(5)).

In no casc may an cligible person with an immediate nced (i.c., a person in an
emergency situation who has not been disqualified from receiving assistance for
committing a program violation} be required to perform work under this subscction
prior to recciving GA. The Administrator shall meet immediatc needs upon
receiving written assurance from the cligible person that they are willing to work to
maintain eligibility for GA. When the recipient has no immediate need, workfarce
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participation may be required prior to receiving GA in accordance with the
“workfare first” policy below.

“Workfare First” Policy. Pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 4316-A(2)(D), the Administrator may, in
accordance with the following guidelines, require a GA recipient to perform a workfare assignment
prior to the actual issuance of the GA benefit conditionally granted.

1)

2)

In no circumstance will emergency GA for which an applicant is eligible be withheld
pending the satisfactory performance of workfare.

All workfare participants under this policy will be provided a written decision within
24 hours after submitting an application for GA and prior to performing any
workfare for the municipality associated with that request for assistance.

That written decision must include:

3)

4)

S)

a)  a specific description of the amount of GA being conditionally granted to the
household, and for which basic needs;

b) the period of eligibility for which the GA grant is being issued (in days or
weeks, but not to exceed 30 days);

c) the rate, at a dollar-per-hour basis (but not less than the prevailing minimum
wage), upon which the duration of the workfare assignment is calculated;

d) the actual duration of the workfare assignment that must be performed, in
hours, before the GA grant will be actually issued,;

¢) the specifics of the workfare assignment(s), including the general nature of the
type of work being assigned, location(s) of worksite, date(s) and time(s) of
assigned workfare, workfare supervisors’ names and contact telephone
numbers; and

f)  any other pertinent information rclated to the workfare assignment(s) the
recipient will be expected to perform.

As previously provided in this section, all workfare participants must sign a consent
form that informs the participant of their workfarc-related rights and responsibilities,
including the consequences of failing to perform all or part of the workfare assigned
without just cause.

[f a portion of the workfare-first assignment is satisfactorily performed but there has
been a failure to perform the remainder of the assignment, without just cause, the
Administrator shall issuc a grant of GA benefits corresponding to the number of
workfare hours satisfactorily performed multiplied by the hourly rate used to
calculate the workfare assignment. In addition to any disqualification penalty that
may apply, the remaining valuc of the conditionally issued GA grant shall be
terminated, and noticc of the partial termination, together with the reasons; therefore,
will be issued to the workfare participant in accordance with Ordinance § 6.10.

If any part of the workfare assignment is not performed because the workfare
participant was temporarily unable to perform the assignment for just causc reasons,
it shall be reassigned or excused at the discretion of the Administrator.

Work-Related Expenses. A participant’s expenses related to work performed under this section
will be added to the amount of net GA to be provided to the person (22 M.R.S. § 4316-A(2)(E)).
The municipality will provide any special clothes or cquipment the recipient needs to perform their
work assignment.
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Disqualification. Any person who cither willfully fails to perform or willfully performs below
average standards the work assigned by the municipality, will be incligible for assistance for 120
days (22 M.R.S. § 4316-A(1)). As soon as the Administrator knows that a recipient failed to fulfill
the work assignment, the Administrator will notify the recipient in writing that they are disqualified
for 120 days starting from the last date of authorized assistance unless the recipient can show just
cause. The workfare participant has the burden of demonstrating there was just causc for any
failure to perform a workfare assignment.

Eligibility Regained. Recipients who are disqualified from receiving assistance because they have
violated the requirements of the municipal work program may regain their eligibility under the
following conditions:

s  Recipients who fail to complete the first municipal work assignment they have been
given will be disqualified from receiving assistance during the next 120 days, although
dependents in the household may be eligible (see Ordinance § 3.5, “Dependents”).

e If during the 120-day disqualification period the recipient requests an opportunity to
perform the work assignment which they, without just cause failed to perform, the
disqualified recipient will be given one opportunity to regain eligibility. The
Administrator will give the recipient a work assignment as soon as possible.

e If a recipient under a 120-day disqualification has an emergency need and the
Administrator is unable to schedule a work assignment in time to alleviate the emergency,
the Administrator will provide sufficient assistance to the recipient to avert the
emergency. However, the provision of emergency assistance will not bar the
Administrator from subsequently enforcing the previously issued 120-day
disqualification if the recipient fails to regain cligibility by satisfactorily performing the
work assignment. The amount of emergency assistance granted will be considered in the
computation of the total number of hours the recipient must work.

e Recipients who have asked for the opportunity to regain their cligibility during a 120-
day disqualification period and who agreed to fulfill the assignment which they
previously failed to perform but who, without just cause, fail to fulfill their municipal
work assignment will be considered to have acted in bad faith. In such a circumstance,
the Administrator will enforce the 120-day disqualification for the term of its initial
duration.

o If a workfare participant regains eligibility under this section but is subscquently
disqualified within the initial 120-day period of ineligibility for failing to comply with
the municipal work program, that participant will be ineligible for a new 120-day period
beginning with the new disqualification date but will be provided no opportunity to
requalify.

e Any recipiecnt who intentionally causcs damage to property, harasses or harms other
employces or who otherwise conducts themselves in a disruptive manner and is
discharged by thc work supervisor will not be entitled to regain eligibility by rcturning
to the work program. Eligibility may be regained by otherwise becoming employed and
mecting the definition of need.

Reports. The Administrator will itemize the assistance that has been provided to persons who
work for the municipality in reports to the DHHS. (22 M.R.S. § 4316-A(2)).
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Section 5.7—Use of Resources

Each applicant is responsible to make a good faith cffort to utilize every available or potential
resource that may reduce their need for GA (see Ordinance § 2.2, definition of "Resources”).
Persons who refuse or fail to make a good faith effort to secure a potential resource after receiving
written notice to do so are disqualified from receiving assistance until they make an effort to secure
the resource. Applicants are required to prove that they have made a good faith effort to sccure the
resource. (22 M.R.S. § 4317).

Minors. A minor under the age of 18 who has never married and is applying independently for
GA and who is pregnant or has a dependent child or children will be eligible to receive GA only
if the minor is residing in the home of their parent, legal guardian or other adult relative, in which
case the cntire household will be evaluated for eligibility. Exceptions to this limitation on
eligibility will be made when:

1) the minor is residing in a foster home, maternity home, or other adult-supervised
supportive living arrangement; or

2) the minor has no living parent or the whereabouts of both parents are unknown; or

3) no parent will permit the minor to live in the parent’s home; or

4) the minor has lived apart from both parents for at least one year before the birth of
any dependent child; or

5) the DHHS determines that the physical or emotional health or safety of the minor or
the minor’s dependent child or children would be jeopardized if the minor and their
child or children lived with a parent; or

6) the DHHS determines, in accordance with its regulation, that there is good cause to
waive this limitation on cligibility. (22 M.R.S. § 4309(4)).

Any person under the age of 25 who is applying independently from their parents for GA will be
informed that until they reach the age of 25, the applicant’s parents are still legally liable for their
support and the municipality has the right to seek recovery from the parents of the cost of all
assistance granted to such a recipicnt to the extent their parents are financially capable of repaying
the municipality. (22 M.R.S. § 4319).

With regard to such application, the municipality may seek verification of the applicant’s need for
GA by contacting their parents. If the applicant’s parents declare a willingness to provide the
applicant with their basic needs directly, and therc is no convinecing evidence that the applicant
would be jeopardized by relying on their parents for basic needs, the Administrator may find the
applicant not to be in necd of GA for the reason that their needs can be provided by a legally liable
relative.

Mental or Physical Disability. Any applicant who has a mental or physical disability must make
a good faith effort to utilize any medical or rchabilitative services which have been recommended
by a physician, psychologist or other professional retraining or rchabilitation specialist when the
services are available to the applicant and would not constitute a financial burden or create a
physicat risk to the individual.

Written Notice; Disqualification. The Administrator will give cach applicant written notice
whenever the applicant is required to utilize any specific potential resource(s). Any applicant who
refuses to utilize potential resources, without just cause, after receiving written 7-day notice will
be ineligible for further assistance until they have madc a good faith effort to utilize or obtain the
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resources. GA will not be withheld from the applicant pending receipt of a resource if the applicant
has made, or is in the process of making, a good faith effort to obtain the resource.

Forfeiture of Benefits. Any applicant who forfeits receipt of, or causes a reduction in, benefits
from another public assistance program due to fraud, misrepresentation, a knowing or intentional
violation of program rules or a refusal to comply with that program’s rules without just causc will
be incligible to reccive GA to replace the forfeited benefits. To the extent the forfeited bencfits can
be considered income under GA law, the value of the forfeited benefits will be considered income
that is available to the applicant for the duration of the forfeiture.

To the extent the forfeited benefits were provided in the form of a specific, regularly issued
resource of a calculable value rather than in the form of income, that resource, up to its forfeited
value, need not be replaced with GA for a period of 120 days from the date of the forfeiture—
unless the municipality is prohibited by federal or state law from considering the forfeited resource
as available with respect to local public assistance programs. (22 M.R.S. § 4317).

Section 5.8—Period of Ineligibility

No one will have their GA terminated, reduced, or suspended prior to being given written notice
and an opportunity for a fair hearing. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4321-4322). Each person will be notified in
writing of the reasons for their ineligibility, and any person disqualified for not complying with
the ordinance will be informed in writing of the period of ineligibility.

Work Requirement. Applicants/recipients who do not comply with a work requirement are
disqualified from recciving assistance for a period of 120 days (unless they regain their eligibility)
(see Ordinance §§ 5.5, 5.6). If an applicant/recipient is provided assistance and does not comply
with the work requirement, the applicant/recipient shall be disqualified for 120 days following the
end of the period covered by the grant of assistance. The Administrator shall give recipients written
notice that they arc disqualified as soon as the Administrator has sufficient knowledge and
information to render a decision of incligibility.

Fraud, Persons who commit fraud are disqualified from recciving GA for a period of 120 days
(see Ordinance § 6.4, “Fraud”). The Administrator shall give recipients written notice that they
are ineligible as soon as the Administrator has sufficient knowledge and information to render a
decision. If the disqualification for fraud is issued before the expiration of a grant of assistance,
the period of incligibility shall commence on the day following the end of the period covered by
the grant of assistance. If fraud is discovered after the period covered by the grant of assistance
has expired, the period of ineligibility will commence on the day of the written notice of
incligibility.

Section 5.9 — Unemployment Fraud

An applicant who is found ineligible for uncmployment compensation benefits because of a
finding of fraud by the DOL pursuant to 26 M.R.S. § 1051(1) is ineligible to reccive GA to replace
the forfeited unemployment compensation benefits for the duration of the forfeiture established by
the DOL. 22 M.R.S. § 4317.
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ARTICLE VI — Determination of Eligibility
Section 6.1—Recognition of Dignity and Rights

Any determination or investigation into an applicant’s eligibility will be conducted in a manner
that will not violate the applicant’s privacy or personal dignity or violate their individual rights.

Section 6.2-—Determination; Redetermination

The Administrator will make an individual, factual determination of eligibility each time a person
applics or reapplics for GA. The Administrator will make a redetermination of eligibility at least
monthly but may do so as often as necessary to administer the program efficiently and meet the
needs of the applicants. Upon any application, the Administrator will determine the applicant’s
eligibility on the basis of a 30-day prospective analysis, but may elect to disburse that applicant’s
assistance periodically, e.g., weekly, throughout a 30-day period of eligibility pursuant to that
initial eligibility determination.

The Administrator may redetermine a person’s eligibility at any time during the period they are
receiving assistance if the Administrator is notified of any change in the recipient’s circumstances
that may alter the amount of assistance the recipient may receive. Once a recipient has been granted
assistance, the Administrator may not reduce or rescind the grant without giving prior written
notice to the recipient explaining the reasons for the decision and offering the recipient an
opportunity to appeal the decision to the fair hearing authority. (22 M.R.S. § 4309).

Section 6.3—Verification

Eligibility of Applicant; Duration of Eligibility. The overseer shall determine eligibility each
time a person applics or reapplies for GA. The period of eligibility will not exceed one month. At
the expiration of this period applicants/recipients may reapply for assistance and the person's
cligibility will be redetermined.

Applicant's Responsibilities. Applicants and recipients for GA are responsible for providing to
the Administrator all information necessary to determince cligibility. If further information or
documentation is necessary to demonstrate eligibility, the applicant must have the first opportunity
to provide the specific information or documentation required by the Administrator. When such
information is unavailable, the Administrator must accept alternative available information, which
is subject to verification.

Each applicant and recipient has the responsibility at the time of application and continuing
thereafter, to provide complcte, accurate, current information and documentation concerning
his/her:

¢ Need

¢ Incomec

e Employment

Use of income

Expenses

Asscts & liabilitics

Use of available resources
¢ Houschold composition

31 Rev. 9-2025



ARTICLE VI - Determination of Eligibility

Initial Applicants. Persons who have not applied for assistance in this or any other municipality
are considered initial applicants and must have their cligibility determined solely on the basis of
need. Initial applicants are not subject to eligibility conditions placed on repeat applicants (see
below). However, such applicants must still provide the GA Administrator with reasonably
obtainable documentation adequate to verify that there is a need for assistance. In addition, initial
applicants must also comply with both lump sum and relevant work rules (i.e., quit job).

Repeat Applicants. All applicants for GA who arc not initial applicants arc repeat applicants. The
eligibility of repeat applicants must be determined on the basis of need and all other conditions of
cligibility established by law and this municipal ordinance.

The Administrator will require documentation of a repeat applicant’s income, use of income, assets
and resources plus actual bills and receipts for rent, utilities, fuel, tclephone, medical services, and
other basic necessities. In addition, repeat applicants instructed to scek employment shall verify
their work search results, (e.g., provide a list of the employers contacted, the date and time of the
application contact, and the namc of the employer representative contacted) as required by the
Administrator.

Repeat applicants must provide updates to information reported on previous applications,
including changes in his/her household or income that may affect his/her eligibility.

Unforeseen Repeat Applicants. Unforeseen repeat applicants are applicants who have not applied
for assistance within the last twelve months and who have been regularly employed or receiving
support from a public benefit or private source but who have unexpectedly become unemployed
through no fault of their own or whose income and/or benefits (e.g., through an available resource)
have ceased through no fault of their own. Such unforeseen repeat applicants may be considered
initial applicants for purposcs of verification rcquircments and misspent income if the
Administrator finds that imposing the gencral verification requirements and misspent income rules
imposed on repeat applicants would be unreasonable or inappropriate.

Administrator's Responsibilities. In order to determine an applicant's cligibility for GA, the
Administrator first must seck information and documentation from the applicant. Once the
applicant has presented the nccessary information, the Administrator must determine cligibility.
The Administrator will seck verification necessary to determine eligibility and may contact sources
other than the applicant for verification only with the specific knowledge and consent of the
applicant — cxcept that the Administrator may examine public records without the applicant's
knowledge and consent.

Appropriate sources, which an Administrator may contact, include, but arc not limited to:

*» DHHS, any other department or e cmployers
agency of the state, or non-profit e landlords
organizations ¢ physicians
e financial institutions e persons with whom the
e creditors applicant/recipient is a cohabitant
e utility companics ¢ legally and non-legally liable relatives

Assistance will be denied or terminated if the applicant is unwilling to supply necessary
information, documentation, or permission to make collateral contacts, or if the Administrator
cannot determine that cligibility exists based on information supplied by the applicant or others.
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Redetermination of Eligibility. The Administrator may redetermine a person's eligibility at any
time during the period that person is receiving assistance if the Administrator is informed of any
change in the recipient's circumstances that may affect the amount of assistance to which the
recipicnt is entitled, or that may make the recipient ineligible, provided that once a determination
of eligibility has been made for a specific time period, a reduction in assistance for that time period
may not be made without prior written notice to the recipient stating the reasons for the action and
an opportunity for the recipient to receive a fair hearing upon the proposed change.

Penalty for Refusing to Release Information. Any person governed by 22 M.R.S. § 4314 who
refuses to provide necessary information to the Administrator after it has been requested must state
in writing the reasons for the refusal within 3 days of receiving the request. Any such person who
refuses to provide the information, without just cause, commits a civil violation and may be subject
to a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $100 which may be adjudged in any court of competent
jurisdiction. Any person who willfully renders false information to the Administrator is guilty of
a Class E crime. (22 M.R.S. §§ 4314(5), 4314(6), 4315).

Section 6.4—Fraud

It is unlawful for a person to knowingly and willfully make a falsc representation of a material fact
to the Administrator in order to receive GA or cause someone else to receive GA. (22 M.R.S. §
4315). A person who commits fraud in an effort to receive GA benefits may be prosecuted for this
offense.

False representation means any individual who knowingly and willfully:

a) makes a falsc statement to the Administrator, either orally or in writing, in order to obtain
assistance to which the applicant or the applicant’s household is not entitled;

b) conceals information from thc Administrator in order to obtain assistance to which the
applicant or applicant’s household is not entitled; or

c) uses GA benefits for a purpose other than the purpose for which they were intended.

No person may be denied assistance solely for making a false representation prior to being given
an opportunity for a fair hearing.

Period of Ineligibility. When the Administrator finds that a person has knowingly and willfully
misrepresented material facts for the purpose of making themselves eligible for GA, the
Administrator shall notify that applicant in writing that they must reimburse the municipality for
the assistance they were not entitled to reccive and that they are ineligible for assistance for the
longer of: (a) a period of 120 days; (b) until they reimburse the municipality for the assistance; or
(c) until they enter a rcasonable written agreement to reimburse the municipality. (22 M.R.S. §
4315).

For the purpose of this section, a material misrepresentation is a falsc statement about eligibility
factors in the absence of which some or all of the assistance would not be or would not have been
granted.

The notification of ineligibility issued by the Administrator shall inform the applicant of their right
to appeal the Administrator’s decision to the fair hearing authority (FHA) within 5 working days

of receipt. The period of incligibility shall commence on the day following the end of the period
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covered by the grant of assistance fraudulently reccived or upon the date of notification of
incligibility, whichever is later.

Right to a Fair Hearing. Any applicant who is denied assistance for making a false representation
will be afforded the opportunity to appeal the decision to the fair hearing authority (FHA) in
accordance with Article VII of this Ordinance. No recipient shall have their assistance reduced or
revoked during the period of eligibility before being notified and given the opportunity to appeal
the decision. Any person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the FHA may appeal that decision
to the Superior Court pursuant to Rule 80-B of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure. (22 M.R.S. §
4309(3)).

Reimbursement. If a recipient docs not appeal the decision or if the FHA determines that a
recipient made a false representation, the recipient will be required to reimburse the municipality
for any assistance received to which they were not entitled. The recipient may enter a reasonable
written agreement to reimburse the municipality over a period of time.

Dependents. In no event will the ineligibility of a person under this section serve to disqualify any
cligible dependent in that houschold. (22 M.R.S. § 4309(3)). In the event one or more members of
a household are disqualified and assistance is requested for the remaining dependents, the
eligibility of those dependents will be calculated by dividing the maximum level of assistance
available to the entire household by the total number of household members.

Section 6.5—Period of Eligibility

The Administrator will grant assistance to all eligible persons for a period that is sufficient to meet
their need but in no event may a grant of assistance cover a period in excess of one month. (22
M.R.S. § 4309). Upon rcceiving a completed and signed application the Administrator will
determine the applicant’s eligibility on the basis of a 30-day prospective analysis.

When an applicant submits an incomplete or unsigned application, due to the 24-hour decision
requirement placed on the GA Administrator, the GA Administrator shall render a notice of
“ineligibility” and advise the applicant that they have a right to rcapply as soon as they have the
necessary information and/or as soon as is practicable for the applicant.

Although eligibility is determined on a 30-day basis, for reasons of administrative efficiency, the
Administrator may elect to disburse an applicant’s assistance for shorter periods of time, such as
weekly, throughout the 30-day period of eligibility. When the Administrator elects to disburse GA
for a period of time less than 30 days, subsequent grants of assistance during that 30-day period
may be issued pursuant to the initial determination of need unless the applicant’s financial situation
changes substantially enough to warrant a redetermination of cligibility.

Section 6.6—Determination of Need

The period of time used to calculate need will be the next 30-day period from the date of
application. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(7)). The Administrator will calculate applicants’ expenses
according to the actual expense of the basic necessity or the maximum levels for the specific
necessities allowed in Ordinance § 6.8, whichever is less. The sum of these expenses, as calculated
for a prospective 30-day period, is the applicant’s 30-day need. Applicants will not be considered
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cligible if their income and other resources exceed this calculation cxcept in an emergency. (22
M.R.S. § 4308(2)) (see Ordinance § 4.9).

Applicants will also not be considered in need of GA if their income, property, credit, assets or
other resources available to provide basic necessities for their household are greater than the
applicable overall maximum level of assistance set forth in the beginning of Ordinance § 6.8. (22
M.R.S. §§ 4301(10), 4305(3-B)). The difference between the applicant’s income and the overall
maximum levels of assistance established by this Ordinance is the applicant’s deficit.

Once an applicant’s deficit has been determined, the specific maximum levels of assistance for
each basic necessity shall guide Administrator’s distribution of assistance for which the applicant
is eligible. (See Ordinance Appendices A-H). The specific maximum levels of assistance for each
basic necessity are intended to be reasonable and sufficient to help recipients maintain a standard
of health and decency. (22 M.R.S. § 4305(3-A)).

Income for Basic Necessities. Applicants are required to use their income for basic necessities.
Except for initial applicants, no applicant is eligible to receive assistance to replace income that
was spent within the 30-day period prior to an application for assistance on goods and services that
are not basic necessities. All income spent on goods and services that are not basic necessities will
be considered available to the applicant and combined with the applicant’s prospective 30-day
income for the purposcs of computing eligibility, (22 M.R.S. § 4315-A). Applicants who have
sufficient income to provide their basic necessities but who use that income to purchase goods or
services which arc not basic necessities will not be considered eligible for assistance. Persons who
exhaust their income on basic necessities and who still need assistance with other basic necessitics
will be eligible, provided that thcir income does not exceed the overall maximum level of
assistance.

Use-of-Income Requirements. The Administrator may require that anyonc applying for GA
provide documentation of their use of income. This documentation can take the form of cancelled
checks and/or receipts which demonstrate that the applicant has exhausted all houschold income
received over the last 30-day period. Except as is deemed appropriate by the Administrator for
“unforeseen” repeat applicants (See Ordinance § 6.3); repeat applicants may be required to verify
that expenditure of income was for basic necessities. Income expended that cannot be verified will
generally be considered available and in such case will be added to the 30-day prospective income.

Allowable expenditures include rcasonable shelter costs (rent/mortgage); the cost of heating fucl,
clectricity, and food up to the ordinance maximums; telephone costs at the basc rate if the
houschold needs a telephone for medical rcasons, the cost of non-clective medical scrvices as
reccommended by a physician which are not otherwise covered by medical entitlement, Hospital
Free Care or insurance; the rcasonable cost of essential clothing and non-prescription drugs, and
the costs of any other commodity or service determined essential by the Administrator.

Items not considered to be basic necessities and thus will not be allowed in the budget computation
include:

¢ Internct services for medical or work related
s Cablc or satellite television purposcs
» Cellular phones, except when * Cigarettes/alcohol

dcemed essential by the overseer e Gifts purchased
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Pet carc costs » Late fees
Costs of trips or vacations

Paid court fines

Repayments of unsccured loans
Lcgal fecs

o (redit card debt

The municipatlity reserves the right to apply specific use-of-income requirements to any applicant,
other than an initial applicant, who fails to use their income for basic necessities or fails to
reasonably document their of income. (22 M.R.S. § 4315-A). Those additional requirements will
be applied in the following manner:

1} Thc Administrator may require the applicant to use some or all of their income, at the
time it becomes available, toward specific basic necessities. The Administrator may
prioritize such required expenditures so that most or all of the applicant’s income is
applied to housing (i.e., rent/mortgage), energy (i.c., heating fuel, electricity), or other
specified basic necessities;

2) The Administrator will notify applicants in writing of the specific use-of-income
requirements placed on them;

3) If upon subsequent application it cannot be determined how the applicant’s income was
spent, or it is determined that some or all of the applicant’s income was not spent as
directed and was also not spent on basic necessities, the applicant will not be eligible to
receive cither regular or emergency GA to replace that income; and

4) If the applicant does not spend their income as directed but can show with verifiable
documentation that all income was spent on basic necessities up to allowed amounts, the
applicant will remain eligible to the extent of the applicant’s eligibility and need.

Calculation of Income and Expenses. When determining eligibility, the Administrator will
subtract the applicant’s net income from the overall maximum level of assistance found at the
beginning of Ordinance § 6.8. If income is greater than the overall maximum level of assistance,
the applicant will not be cligible except in an emergency (see Ordinance § 4.9). If income is less
than the overall maximum level of assistance, the applicant has a deficit.

The municipality will provide assistance in an amount up to the deficit to the extent the applicant
also has an unmet nced and is in need of basic necessitics. The municipality will not grant
assistance in cxcess of the maximum amounts allowed in Ordinance § 6.8 for specific basic
necessities except in an emergency or when the Administrator elects to consolidate the applicant’s
deficit, as provided immediately below.

Consolidation of Deficit. As a general rule, and to the extent of their deficit, applicants will be
cligible for assistance for any basic necessity up to, but not exceeding, the maximum amount
allowed for that nccessity in this ordinance or the actual 30-day cost of the necessity, whichever is
less. Under certain circumstances, however, and in accordance with the following conditions, the
Administrator may consolidate the applicant’s deficit and apply it toward a basic necessity in an
amount greater than the ordinance maximum for that necessity.

1} The practice of consolidating the deficit and applying it toward a basic nccessity in
amounts greater than the ordinance maximum shall be the exception rather than the rule;

2) The total GA grant cannot ¢xceed the total deficit unless the applicant is in an emergency
situation; and
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3) The need for the application of the recipient’s consolidated deficit toward a basic
necessity was not created by the recipient misspending their income or resources in
violation of the usc-of-income requirements of this ordinance.

Section 6.7—Income

Income Standards. Applicants whose income excecds the overall maximum level of assistance
provided in Ordinance § 6.8 shall not be eligible for GA except in an emergency. Each time an
applicant applies, the Administrator will conduct an individual factual inquiry into the applicant’s
income and expenses.

Calculation of Income. To dctermine whether applicants are in need, the Administrator will
calculate the income they will receive during the next 30-day period commencing on the date of
application and identify any assets or resources that would alleviate their need. For all applicants
other than initial applicants, thc Administrator will also consider as available income any income
that was not spent during the previous 30-day period on basic necessities as well as any income
that was spent on basic necessities in unreasonable excess of the ordinance maximums for specific
basic necessities. If a household’s income exceeds the amount of the household’s need for basic
necessities, up to the maximum levels contained in Ordinance § 6.8, applicants will not be
considered in need.

Exceptions will be made in emergency situations, which may necessitate that the maximum levels
be exceeded. (22 ML.R.S. § 4308) (see Ordinance § 4.9). To calculate weekly income and expenses,
the Administrator will use actual income reccived or actual anticipated income.

Types of Income. Income that will be considered in determining an applicant’s need includes:

a) Earned Income. Income in cash or in kind carned by the applicant through wages, salary,
commissions, or profit, whether sclf-employed or as an employce, is considered earned
income. If a person is self-employed, total income will be computed by subtracting
reasonable and actual business expenses from gross income. When income consists of
wages, the amount computed will be the income available after taxes, social security and
other payroll deductions required by state, federal, and local law. Rental income and
profit from produce that is sold is considered earned income. Income that is held in trust
and unavailable to the applicant or the applicant’s dependents will not be considered as
earncd income.

Notc: Actual work-related expenses such as union ducs, transportation to and from work,
special equipment or work clothes, and childcare costs will be deducted from an
applicant’s income. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(7)).

b) Income from Other Assistance or Social Services Programs. State/federal categorical
assistance  benefits, SSI payments, Social Security payments, VA benefits,
uncmployment insurance bengfits, and payments from other government sources will be
considered as income, unless expressly prohibited by federal law or regulation. Federal
law prohibits Food Stamps and Fuel Assistance payments made by the Home Encrgy
Assistance Program (HEAP and EPIC) from being considered income. The value of the
food stamps or fuel assistance will not be used to reduce the amount of GA the applicant
is cligible to receive. Although applicants may have only a limited or reduced need for
GA for hcating fucl or clectricity if a recently reccived HEAP/ECIP benefit has

37 Rev. 9-2025



d)

g

ARTICLE VI - Determination of Eligibility

sufficiently credited their account or otherwise prevented the fucl-related costs for the
prospective 30-day period.

The Administrator’s obligation is to always compute the heating needs of an applicant
who has reccived HEAP or ECIP as if that applicant paid for their total fuel costs.
Accordingly, in such cases, the Administrator will budget for the household’s heating
cnergy necds according to actual usage, up to the ordinance maximums, but the
Administrator may, with written notice to the applicant, hold in reserve the heating
energy portion of the applicant’s deficit until such a time during the period of eligibility
that the applicant has a demonstrable need for the disbursement of heating energy
assistance; that is, the applicant’s fuel tank can accept a minimum fuel delivery or the
applicant no longer has a positive credit balance with their utility company. The
municipality is not obligated to divert any recipient’s heating energy allowance toward
non-heating purposes solely on the basis of the recipient’s receipt of HEAP/ECIP.

Other programs whose income cannot be counted for purposes of GA eligibility include:

¢ Family Development Accounts (22 M.R.S. § 3762)

e Americorp VISTA program benefits (42 U.S.C. § 5044(f))

¢ Property tax rebates issued under the Maine Property Tax Fairness Credit program,
only so long as the money is spent on basic necessities. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(7))

Court-Ordered Support Payments. Alimony and child support payments will be
considered income only if actually received by the applicant. The Administrator will refer
cases in which support payments were not actually received to the Maine DHHS Child
Support Enforcement Unit. In order to be eligible for future GA benefits, applicants
referred to DHHS for support enforcement assistance shall be required to follow-through
with such services. Because child support payments are considered a resource, applicants
must make a good faith effort to secure such payments.

Income from Other Sources. Payments from pensions and trust funds will be considered
income. Payments from boarders or lodgers will be considered income as will cash or in-
kind contributions provided to the houschold from any other source, including relatives.
(22 M.R.S. § 4301(7)).

Earnings of a Son or Daughter. Earned income received by sons and daughters below
the age of 18 who are full-time students and who are not working full-time will not be
considered income. The unearned income of a minor in the household will be considered
available to the houschold.

Income from Household Members. Income from houschold members will be considered
available to the applicant, whether or not the houschold member is legally obligated for the
support of the applicant, if the houschold members pool or share their income and cxpenses
as a family or intermingle their funds so as to provide support to onc another.

The Pooling or Non-Pooling of Income. When two or more individuals share the same
dwelling unit but not all members of the houschold are applying for GA, the Administrator
shall make a finding under a rcbuttable presumption that the entire houschold is pooling
income. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(12-A)).

One or more applicants for assistance can successfully rcbut the presumption that all
houschold income is being pooled by providing the Administrator with verifiable
documentation affirmatively demonstrating a pattern of non-pooling during the duration of
the shared living arrangement. Such documentation would include evidence of the entire
household’s expenses, bank statements, cancelled checks, receipts, landlord statements or
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other vendor accounts clcarly supporting a claim that the applicant has been and is
presently solely and entirely responsible for their pro-rata share of houschold costs.

If the applicant is unable to successfully rebut the municipality’s presumption that all
household income is being pooled, cligibility of the entire household will be determined
based on total household income. If the applicant successfully rebuts the municipality’s
presumption that all household income is being pooled, the applicant’s eligibility will be
determined on the basis of their income and their pro-rata share of actual houschold
€Xpenses.

h) Lump Sum Income. A lump sum payment received by any GA applicant or recipient prior
or subsequent to the date of application for GA will be considered as income available to
the household. However, verified required payments (i.c., any third-party payment which
is required as a condition of recciving the lump sum payment, or any payments of bills
earmarked for the purpose for which the lump sum payment was made) and any amount of
the lump sum payment which the applicant can document was spent on basic necessities,
as described below, will not be considered available income.

Where a household receives a lump sum payment at any time prior or subsequent to the
date of application for GA, the Administrator will assess the need for prorating an
applicant’s eligibility for GA according to the following criteria. (22 M.R.S. § 4301(7), (8-
A)):

1) identify the date the lump sum payment was received;

2) subtract from the lump sum payment all required payments;

3) subtract from the lump sum any amount the applicant can demonstrate was spent on
basic necessities, including all basic necessities as defined by the GA program such
as: reasonable payment of funeral or burial expenses for a family member; any
reasonable travel costs related to the illness or death of a family member; repair or
replacement of essentials lost due to fire, flood or other natural disaster; repair or
purchase of a motor vehicle essential for employment, education, training or other day-
to-day living nccessities. Repayments of loans or credit, the proceeds of which can be
verified as having been spent on basic necessities; and payment of bills earmarked for
the purpose for which the lump sum is paid must also be subtracted. (22 M.R.S.
§ 4301(7), (8-A));

4) add to the remainder all income received by the household between the date of receipt
of the lump sum payment and the date of application for GA; and

5) divide the sum created in subscction (4) by the verified actual monthly amounts for all
of the household's basic necessitics. 22 M.R.S. § 4305(3-B).

This dividend represents the period of proration determined by the Administrator to
commence on the date of receipt of the lump sum payment. The prorated sum for cach month
must be considered available to the houschold for 12 months from the date of application or
during the period of proration, whichever is less.

The household of an initial applicant that is otherwise eligible for emergency assistance may

not be denied emergency assistance to meet an immediate need solely on the basis of the
proration of a lump sum payment. (22 M.R.S. § 4308).
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Section 6.8—Basic Necessities; Maximum Levels of Assistance

Overall Maximum Levels of Assistance. Notwithstanding any of the maximum levels of
assistance for specific basic nccessitics listed in Ordinance Appendices B-H, an applicant’s
eligibility for GA will be first determined by subtracting their income from the overall maximum
level of assistance designated in Appendix A for the applicable household size. (22 M.R.S. § 4305
(3-B)). The difference yielded by this calculation shall be the applicant’s deficit.

Applicants will be eligible for GA up to the calculated deficit to the extent the applicant is unable
to otherwise provide the basic necessitics essential to maintain themselves or their families.
Applicants with no deficit shall be found ineligible for GA unless they are in an emergency, in
which case cligibility for emergency GA will be determined according to Ordinance § 4.9.

Maximum Levels of Assistance for Specific Basic Necessities. The municipality will grant
assistance to eligible applicants for basic necessities according to the maximum levels for specific
types of assistance set forth below. The Administrator, in consultation with the applicant, may
apply the amount of the applicant’s deficit toward assistance with any one or combination of
necessities not to exceed the total deficit. These maximum levels will be strictly adhered to unless
the Administrator determines that there are exceptional circumstances and an emergency is shown
to exist, in which case these absolute levels will be waived in order to meet immediate needs.

In all cases either the actual expenses the applicant incurs for basic necessities or the maximum
amount allowed in cach category, whichever is less, will be used in determining need.

In roommate situations, the applicant’s need for common living expenses for rent, fuel, electricity,
etc., will be presumed to be reduced by an amount equal to the other household members’
proportionate fair share of the common living expenses. No applicant will be allowed to claim a
need for any expense which has been or will be paid by another person. In addition, as a general
rule the municipality will not provide a benefit toward a basic nced by paying a bill that is issued
to a person not living with the applicant’s household or that has otherwise been incurred by a
person who has not been found eligible to receive assistance.

Temporary exceptions to this general rule may be madc by the Administrator in the following
circumstances: (1) a recent, unplanned separation has occurred in the household resulting in the
sustained or permanent absence of a former houschold member in whose name the bill was
customarily issued; (2) the applicant and members of the applicant’s household were or will be the
sole recipients of the commoditics or services covered by any bill to be paid or partially paid with
GA; and (3) the applicant will make a good faith effort to direct the vendor to issue future bills in
the name of the applicant or other responsible person residing in the houschold.

(A) Food. The Administrator will provide food assistance to eligible persons up to the allowed
maximum amounts designated by the US.D.A. Thrifty Food Plan for the appropriate
household size.

For this purpose, the municipality hercby incorporates by reference the U.S.D.A. Thrifty

Food Plan, as distributed by thc Mainc DHHS on or about October of cach year. Sce
Ordinance Appendix B for the current year’s food maximums.
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In determining need for food, the Administrator will not consider the value of the food stamps
an applicant receives as income. (22 M.R.S. § 4301.7(A); 7 U.S.C. § 2017(b)). The
municipality will authorize vouchers to be used solely for approved food products.

The Administrator will exceed the maximums when necessary for households having
members with special dietary needs. The Administrator may require a doctor’s statemnent
verifying therc is a special dietary need requiring an expenditure for food that is greater than
the ordinance maximums.

(B) Housing. The Administrator will provide assistance with rent or mortgage payments that are
reasonable and/or within the allowed maximum levels. See Ordinance Appendix C for the
current year’s housing maximums. It is the applicant’s responsibility to find suitable housing,
although the Administrator may help the applicant find housing when appropriate. The
Administrator will inform the applicant of the allowed housing maximums to assist the
applicant in their search for housing. The allowed maximum for any applicant will be the
categorical housing maximum representing the minimum dwelling unit space necessary to
adequately shelter the applicant household. Applicants requesting assistance for housing that
contains more bedrooms than are nccessary for the number of household members will be
provided assistance according to the maximum level for the number of rooms actually
needed.

Temporary Lodging. The municipality cannot exceed maximum levels of assistance for an
applicant household for more than 30 days in a 12-month period when assistance is granted
for housing in a hotel, motel, inn or other lodging place as defined in 22 M.R.S. § 2491(7-F).

Large Recovery Residences. The maximum amount of housing assistance provided to or on
behalf of a person residing in a recovery residence, as described in 22 M.R.S. § 4309(6), with
occupancy of 26 or more beds, is equal to 70% of the maximum levels of housing assistance
available for a person residing in a recovery residence with occupancy of 25 or fewer beds.
(22 M.R.S. § 4305(3-E)).

Rental Payments to Relatives. The municipality may elect to not issue any rental payment
to an applicant’s relatives unless the rental relationship has existed for at least three months
and the applicant’s relative(s) rely on the rental payment for their basic needs. For the purpose
of this section, a “relative” is defined as the applicant’s parents, grandparents, children,
grandchildren, siblings, parent’s siblings, or any of those relative’s children. (22 M.R.S. §
4319(2)).

Rental Payments to Non-Relatives. When applicants are living in privatc homes with the
owner or sharing dwelling units with people who are not pooling income or who arc not
legally liable relatives, the amount allowed as the applicant’s shelter expense will be the
applicant’s pro rata sharc of the actual, total shelter cost, up to the ordinance maximum. (22
M.R.S. § 4301(6)).

Any housing assistance issued to a recipient in such a circumstance will be issued, whenever
rcasonably possible, to the landlord or property owner with the most superior interest in the
property; i.c., to a landlord before a tenant, or to a mortgagee beforc a mortgagor.

When the municipality issues in aggregate more than $600 in rental payments to any landlord in
any calendar year, a 1099 form declaring the total amount of rental payments issuced during the
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calendar year will be forwarded to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) pursuant to IRS regulation
(sec § 6041(a) of Internal Revenue Code).

Any landlord wishing to regularly receive rental payments from the municipality on behalf of
applicants renting rooms from the landlord’s own residence must, at a minimum, make a good
faith cffort to obtain a lodging license from the DHHS Division of Health Enginecring, pursuant
to 10-144A CMR, Chapter 201, as a condition of that landlord recciving future GA payments on
behalf of their tenants.

Mortgage Payments. In the case of a request for assistance with a mortgage payment, the
Administrator will make an individual factual determination of whether the applicant has an
immediate need for such aid. In making this determination, the Administrator will consider the
extent and liquidity of the applicant’s proprietary interest in the housing. Factors to consider in
making this determination include:

(1) the marketability of the shelter’s equity;

(2) the amount of equity;

(3) the availability of the equity interest in the shelter to provide the applicant an
opportunity to secure a short-term loan in order to meet immediate nceds;

(4) the extent to which liquidation may aid the applicant’s financial rehabilitation;

(5) a comparison between the amount of mortgage obligations and the anticipated rental
charges the applicant would be responsible for if they were to be dislocated to rental
housing;

(6) the imminence of the applicant’s dislocation from owned housing because of their
inability to mect thec mortgage payments;

(7) the likelihood that the provision of housing assistance will prevent such dislocation;
and

(8) the applicant’s age, health, and social situation.

These factors shall be considered when determining whether the equity in the shelter is an available
assct which may be substituted for the assistance the municipality would otherwise be required to
provide.

The Administrator shall consider issuing a benefit in response to the applicant’s request for
morigage assistance to the extent the applicant is otherwise eligible for GA if after review of the
criteria above, the Administrator determines that:

(1) the monthly mortgage obligation is in accordance with thc maximum levels of
assistance available for housing appropriate to the applicant’s household size;

(2) there is no capacity in the accumulated equity in the property, when considered in the
context of the applicant’s borrowing capacity with the mortgagee or the general
lending community, to suspend the mortgage obligation temporarily or re-amortize the
mortgage in such a way as to suspend or reduce the mortgage obligation; and

(3) the failure to provide a mortgage payment in a timely manner could jeopardize the
applicant’s continued right of possession of the property.

If a mortgage payment is nccessary, the Administrator will pay the actual amount duc, up to the
amount allowed according to the maximum levels listed below. After an initial application,
assistance with such payments will be given only after the applicant has made all reasonable efforts
to borrow against the equity of their home. If there is not sufficient equity in the home with which
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to sccure a loan, and if the monthly mortgage payments are not realistically in line with the rental
rates for similar housing in the area that could meet the applicant’s needs, the Administrator will
inform the applicant that they are responsible for finding alternative housing within their ability to
pay and will be obligated to make all reasonable efforts to secure such housing.

Liens. The municipality may place a lien on the property in order to recover its costs of granting
assistance with mortgage payments. In addition, a municipality may claim a lien against the owner
of real cstate for the amount of money spent by it to make capital improvements to the real estate.
(22 M.R.S. § 4320). No licn may be enforced against a recipient e¢xcept upon their death or the
transfer of the property. Further, no licn may be enforced against a person who is currently
receiving any form of public assistance, or who would again become eligible for GA if the lien
were enforced.

[f the municipality determines that it is appropriate to place a lien on a person’s property to recover
its costs of providing GA for a mortgage payment or capital improvement it must file a notice of
the lien with the county registry of deeds where the property is located within 30 days of making
the mortgage payment. That filing shall secure the municipality’s or the state’s interest in an
amount equal to the sum of that mortgage or capital improvement payment and all subsequent
mortgage or capital improvement payments made on behalf of the same eligible person, plus
interest and costs.

Not less than 10 days prior to filing the lien in the registry, the municipal officers must send notice
to the owner of the real estate, the GA recipient, and any record holder of the mortgage by certified
mail, return receipt requested, that a licn on the property is going to be filed with the registry. This
notice must clearly inform the recipient of the limitations upon enforcement plus the name, title,
address and telephone number of the person who granted the assistance. The municipal officers
must also give written notice to the recipient each time the amount secured by the lien is incrcased
because of an additional mortgage payment. This notice must include the same information that
appeared on the original intent-to-file notice sent to the recipient.

The municipality may charge interest on the amount of money secured by the lien. The municipal
officers will establish the interest rate not to exceed the maximum rate of interest allowed by the
Statc Treasurer to be charged against delinquent taxes. The interest will accrue from the date the
lien is filed.

Property Taxes. In thc cvent an applicant requests assistance with their property taxes, the
Administrator will inform the applicant that there are two procedures on the local level to request
that relief: the poverty abatement process (36 M.R.S. § 841(2)) and GA. If the applicant chooses
to seck property tax assistance through GA, or if the applicant is denied a poverty tax abatement,
the Administrator may consider using GA to meet this need only if:

a) the property tax in question is for the applicant’s place of residence;

b) there is a tax lien on the property which is duc to mature within 60 days of the date of
application;

¢) as a matter of municipal policy or practice, or on the basis of information obtained from
the applicant’s mortgagee, if any, it is reasonably certain that a tax lien foreclosure will
result in subscquent eviction from the residential property; and

d) the applicant, with sufficient notice, applies for property tax relief through the Maine
Property Tax Fairness Credit program, when available.
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Housing Maximums. The maximum levels of housing assistance contained in this ordinance have
been derived cither from a locally accomplished fair market rental survey or the fair market rental
values developed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). If the
maximum levels of housing are derived from the HUD values made effective as of every October
1, and adjusted to disregard the current and averaged utility allowances as developed by the Maine
State Housing Authority, those levels are hereby incorporated by reference. Sec Ordinance
Appendix C for the current year’s housing maximums.

If and when the maximum levels of housing assistance in this Ordinance are derived from a locally
developed fair market rental survey, a record of that survey will be submitted to the DHHS,
General Assistance Unit, and the maximum levels of housing assistance will be incorporated into
this Ordinance pursuant to the ordinance adoption and amendment procedures found at 22 M.R.S.
§ 4305.

Note. The maximum amount of housing assistance provided to or on behalf of a person residing
in a recovery residence, as described in 22 M.R.S. § 4309(6), with occupancy of 26 or more beds,
is equal to 70% of the maximum levels of housing assistance available for a person residing in a
recovery residence with occupancy of 25 or fewer beds. (22 M.R.S. § 4305(3-E)).

(C) [Utilities. Expenses for lights, cooking, and hot water will be budgeted separately if they arc
not included in the rent. Applicants are responsible for making arrangements with the utility
company regarding service, including entering into a special payment arrangement if
necessary.

Assistance will be granted to eligible applicants on the basis of their most recent bill. The
municipality is not obligated to pay back bills or utility sccurity decposits. Exceptions may be
made in emergency situations pursuant to section 4.9,

Disconnection of utility service will not be considered an emergency in all cases. The
Administrator will make an individual, factual analysis to determine if the termination of
utility scrvice constitutes an cmergency. The Administrator will consider the household
composition, the time of year, the age and health of the housechold members, and other
appropriate factors in reaching a decision. Applicants who had sufficient income, money,
asscts or other resources to pay their utility bill when it was received, but who spent all or
part of their income on items which were not basic necessitics, will not be cligible to receive
GA to replace those funds,

Applicants have the burden of providing evidence of their income and usc of income for the
applicable time period (22 M.R.S. § 4308(2)) (see Ordinance §$ 4.9, 6.3). The Administrator
will notify applicants in writing that they must give the Administrator prompt notice if their
utility service is to be terminated or if their fuel supply is low. It is the applicant’s
responsibility to attempt to make arrangements with the utility company to maintain their
service and to notify the Administrator if assistance is nceded with a utility bill prior to
service being terminated.

Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric Hot Water. Scc Ordinance
Appendix D for the current year’s electricity maximums.
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Electricity Maximums for Households that Use Electrically Heated Hot Water. Scc
Ordinance Appendix D for the current year’s electricity maximums.

Non-Electric Utilities. The allowed amount for water and sewer utility service will be
budgeted at a 30-day reasonable usage rate.

Fuel. Expenses for home heating will be budgeted according to the actual need for fuel
during the heating season (September through May) provided such expenses are reasonable,
and at other times during the year when the Administrator determines the request for fuel
assistance is rcasonable and appropriate.

Assistance will be granted to eligible applicants on the basis of their most recent bill. The
municipality is not responsiblc for back bills except in an emergency as provided in
Ordinance § 4.9. Applicants are responsible for monitoring their fue! supply and requesting
assistance prior to depleting their fuel supply. When applicants who have been informed of
this responsibility run out of fuel nonetheless, and can show no just cause for failing to give
the Administrator timely notice of their need for fuel, the Administrator shall find that the
emergency was not beyond the applicants’ control, and process the emergency request
accordingly, pursuant to Ordinance § 4.9. See Ordinance Appendix E for the current year’s
fuel maximums.

Personal Care and Household Supplies. Expenses for ordinary personal and household
supplies will be budgeted and allowed according to the applicant’s actual need for these
items. Personal and household supplies include: hand soap, toothpaste, shampoo, shaving
cream, deodorant, dish detergent, laundry supplies and costs, houschold cleaning supplics,
razors, paper products such as toilet paper, tissucs, paper towels, garbage/trash bags light
bulbs and supplies for children under § years of age. Sec Ordinance Appendix F for the
current year’s personal care and household supplies maximums.

Other Basic Necessities. Expenscs falling under this section will be granted when they are
deemed essential to an applicant’s or recipient’s health and safety by the Administrator and,
in some cases, upon verification by a physician. Assistance will be granted only when these
necessitics cannot be obtained through the utilization of available resources.

1) Clothing. The municipality may assist a household with the purchase of adequate
clothing. Before assistance wiltl be granted for clothing, the GA Administrator must be
satisfied that the applicant has utilized all available resources to secure the necessary
clothing. In some circumstances, clothing will be a postponable item. Exceptions to this
would be, for example, if firc, flood or unusually cold weather makes cxtra clothing an
immediate necessity, special clothing is necessary for the applicant’s employment, or a
houschold member is without adequate clothing.

2) Medical. The municipality will pay for essential medical expenses, other than hospital
bills (see helow), provided that the municipality is notified and approves the cxpenses
and services prior to their being made or delivered. Medical expenses include
prescriptions, devices, treatments, or services that are determined to be ‘medically
necessary’ by a licensed physician. The municipality will grant assistance for medical
services only when assistance cannot be obtained from any other source and the applicant
would not be able to receive necessary medical care without the municipality’s
assistance. The applicant is required to utilize any resource, including any federal or statc
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program, that will diminish their need to seek GA for medical expenses. The municipality
will grant assistance for non-emergency medical services only if a physician verifies that
the services are essential. Provided there is no cost to the applicant, the Administrator
may require a second medical opinion from a physician designated by the municipality
to verify the necessity of the services.

Generally, the municipality will issuc GA at the cstablished Medicaid rates for all
medical services, prescriptions, or other medical commodities. Before authorizing GA
for any medical expenses, the Administrator will inform the pharmacy or medical service
provider of the municipality’s intention to pay for the medical service at the Medicaid
rate and ask to be billed accordingly.

Ordinary medical supplies/non-prescription drugs will be budgeted at the actual amount
when the applicant can demonstrate a need for such items. Allowable supplies include
bandages, aspirin, cough syrup, and other generic brand, non-prescription medicines. In
addition, the basic monthly rate for telephone service will be budgeted when a telephone
is essential to the health and safety of the household. In order for telephone service to be
considered an allowable expense the applicant must provide a written statement from a
physician certifying that the telephone is essential.

Hospital Bills. In the event of an emergency admission to the hospital, the hospital must
notify the Administrator within 5 business days of the admission. Notification must be
by telephone, confirmed by certified mail, or by certified mail only. If a hospital fails to
give timely notice to the Administrator, the munictpality will have no obligation to pay
the bill.

Any person who cannot pay their hospital bill must apply to the hospital for consideration
under the Hospital’s Free Care Program as provided in Title 22 M.R.S. § 1716. Anyone
who is not eligible for the hospital’s free care program may apply for GA. Applicants
must apply for assistance within 30 days of being discharged from the hospital and
provide a notice from the hospital certifying that they are not eligible for the hospital’s
free care program.

Before the Administrator will consider whether to allow a hospital bill as a necessary
expense, the applicant must enter into a reasonable payment arrangement with the
hospital. The payment arrangement will be based upon the Medicaid rate. In determining
an applicant’s eligibility, the municipality will budget the monthly payment to the
hospital the applicant has agreed to pay. The applicant’s need for assistance with a
hospital bill will be considered cach time they apply by including the amount of the bill
in the applicant’s monthly budget, but the recipient will be responsible for making any
necessary payments to the hospital pursuant to the use-of-income requirements found at
Ordinance § 6.6.

Dental. The municipality will pay for medically necessary dental services only. As is the
case with medical services generally, the municipality will issuc GA for dental services
at the established Medicaid rates for those services, and before authorizing the GA benefit
for dental scrvices, the Administrator will inform the dentist or dental surgeon of the
municipality’s intention to pay at the Medicaid rate. If full mouth extractions are
necessary, the municipality will pay for dentures provided the applicant has no other
resources to pay for the dentures. The applicant will be referred to a dental clinic in the
arca whencver possible. The Administrator will expect the applicant to bear a reasonable
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part of the cost for dental services, including extractions and dentures, taking into account
the applicant’s ability to pay.

Eye Care. In order to be eligible to receive GA for eyeglasses, an applicant must have
their medical need certified by a person licensed to practice optometry. The
Administrator will provide assistance for cyeglasses to cligible persons only after the
applicant has exhausted all other available resources and generally only at the Medicaid
rate.

Telephone Charge. A payment for basic telephone will only be allowed if a telephone
is necessary for medical reasons as verified by a physician. At the discretion of the GA
Administrator, minimum/basic telephone services may be allowed for houscholds with
children, for households where job scarch or work-related reasons exist and/or for any
other rcasons the Administrator deems necessary.

Work-Related Expenses. In dctermining nced, rcasonable and actual work-related
expenses will be deducted from earned income. These expenses include childcare costs,
work clothes, supplies and transportation at the actual costs not to ¢xceed the ordinance
maximum. See Ordinance Appendix G for the current maximum mileage allotment. The
applicant is required to provide documentation substantiating the costs and that the
expenses were necessary.

Travel Expenses. In determining need, necessary travel which is not work-related will
be budgeted if the applicant can satisfy the Administrator that the prospective need for
travel is necessary. For applicants in rural areas, weekly transportation to a supermarket
will be considered, as will any medically necessary travel. See Ordinance Appendix G
for the current rate at which such necessary travel will be budgeted. This rate shall be
construed to subsidize all costs associated with automobile ownership and operation,
including gas/oil, tires, maintcnance, insurance, financing, licensing/registration, excisc
tax, etc.

Burials, Cremations. Under the circumstances and in accordance with the procedures
and limitations described below (see Ordinance § 6.9), the municipality recognizes its
responsibility to pay for the burial or cremation of eligible persons. See Ordinance
Appendix H for the current maximums.

Capital Improvements. Thc costs associated with capital improvements/repairs (c.g.,
heating/water/septic system repair) will generally not be budgeted as a basic necessity.
Exceptions can be made only when the capital improvement/repair has been pre-
approved by the Administrator as a necessary expense and the monthly cost of the capital
improvement/repair has been reduced as far as rcasonably possible; for example, by
means of the applicant entering into an installment payment arrangement with the
contractor. The Administrator may grant GA for capital improvements when:

1) the failure to do so would place the applicant(s) in emergency circumstances;

2)  there arc no other resources available to effect the capital repair; and

3} there is no more cost-effective alternative available to the applicant or municipality
to alleviate an emergency situation.

In some cascs, the entire immediate cost of the capital improvement can be mitigated by
the applicant entering into an installment payment arrangement with a contractor. The
municipality rescrves the right to place a lien on any property pursuant to 22 M.R.S. §
4320 when GA has been used to effect a capital improvement. The lien process shall be
accomplished in the same manner as for mortgage payments, as described in subsection
(B) “Liens™, above.
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Section 6.9—Burials; Cremations

Funeral Director Must Give Timely Notice. In order for the municipality to be liable for a burial
or cremation cxpense, the funcral director must notify the Administrator prior to the burial or
cremation or by the end of three business days following the funeral director’ receipt of the body,
whichever is earlier. (22 M.R.S. § 4313(2)). This contact by the funeral director shall begin the
proccss of developing an application for burial/cremation assistance on behalf of the deceased. It
is the funeral director’s responsibility to make a good-faith effort to determine if the family or any
other persons are going to pay all or part of the burial expenses. If family members or others are
unable to pay the expenses, and the funeral director wants the municipality to pay all or part of the
expenses, the funeral director must make timely contact to the Administrator. In addition, the
funeral director may refer legally liable relatives to the Administrator so that a timely
determination of financial capacity may be accomplished.

Application for Assistance Shall be Calculated on Behalf of the Deceased. For the purposes of
determining residency, calculating eligibility and issuing GA for burial or cremation purposes, an
application for assistance shall be completed by the Administrator on behalf of the deccased.

With regard to residency, the municipality of responsibility for burial expenses shall be the
municipality in which the eligible deceased person was a resident at the time of death as residency
is determined under Ordinance § 4.10.

Although legally liable relatives may be asked to provide information regarding their income,
assets, and basic living expenses, that information will not be construed as an application for GA
in as much as living persons are not eligible for burial assistance. To clarify this point of law,
although legally liable relatives have a financial responsibility to pay for the burial or cremation
of their relatives, that financial responsibility only exists to the extent the legally lable relatives
have a financial capacity to do so. Therefore, legally liable relatives who are themselves eligible
for GA, have no legal obligation to pay for the burial or cremation of their relatives. For these
reasons, all GA issued for burial or cremation purposes shall be issued on behalf of, and in the
name of, the deceased.

The Financial Responsibility of Certain Family Members. Grandparents, parents, children and
grandchildren of the deccasced whether or not living in or owning property in Maine, and the spouse
or registered domestic partner of the deccased, are financially responsible for the burial or
cremation of the deceased to the extent those relatives, individually or as a group, have a financial
capacity to pay for the burial or cremation either in lump sum or by means of a budgeted payment
arrangement with the funeral home. Accordingly, at the request of the Administrator, all legally
liable relatives must provide the Administrator with any rcasonably requested information
regarding their income, assets, and basic living expenses. The Administrator may also seck
information from financial institutions holding asscts of the deccased. Mainc law requires a
financial institution to disclosc the amount deposited in the corporation or association when the
municipality or its agents are acting in accordance with section 4313(2) and provide a written
request and a notarized affidavit signed by the Administrator of the municipality or its agents
stating that the named depositor is deceased.

Consideration of the Financial Responsibility of Family Members. Generally, when the
Administrator can make a finding that one or more of the deceased’s legally liable relatives have
an obvious and demonstrable financial capacity to pay for the burial or cremation, by lump sum
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payment or by mcans of a reasonablc payment arrangement, the municipality will not grant the
requested burial or cremation assistance. When the Administrator is unable to make such a finding,
the following proration of familial responsibility will be implemented.

Proration of Familial Responsibility. A proration of familial financial responsibility will be used
when no legally liable relative possesses an obvious and demonstrable capacity to pay for the
burial or cremation, but one or more of the financially liable relatives is found to have a financial
capacity to make a partial financial contribution, or the Administrator is unable to determine the
financial capacity of one or more of said relatives.

Under these circumstances, each legally liable relative is considered to be responsible for their pro
rata share of the total municipal contribution that would exist if no legally liable relatives had a
financial capacity to contribute. Furthermore, and as long as all other eligibility factors have been
satisfied, the municipality will provide as a burial or cremation benefit the aggregate of all pro rata
shares less the share of any legally liable relative who refuses to cooperate with the Administrator
by providing information or documentation reasonably necessary to determine that relative’s
financial capacity, and less any share or part of a share attributable to a legally liable relative who
can financially contribute or partially contribute toward the burial or cremation to the extent of
that relative’s share.

Eight Days to Determine Eligibility. The Administrator may take up to 8 days from the date of
an application for burial/cremation assistance to issue a written decision regarding the amount of
the municipal contribution toward the burial or cremation. The 8-day eligibility determination
period from the date of application shall be used as necessary to make third-party collateral
contacts, verify the listing of legally hable family members and determine their respective financial
capacities to contribute to the burial or cremation, contact the personal representative of the
deceased’s estate, if any, and other related administrative tasks. The Administrator shall not use
this 8-day period allowed by law to unreasonably delay the municipality’s decision.

The Municipal Obligation to Pay When Legally Liable Relatives or Others Can Contribute,
The figures provided in this section are the maximum benefits provided by the municipality when
no contributions toward the burial or cremation are available from any other source. To the extent
any legally liable relatives of the deccased have a financial capacity to pay for the burial or
cremation, that financial capacity shall be deducted from the maximum burial costs allowed by
this section. In addition, any other benefits or resources that are available, such as Social Security
burial benefits, veterans’ burial benefits, or contributions from other persons, will be deducted
from the maximum amount the municipality will pay, except there will be no deduction from the
municipal benefit level with respect to any contribution provided for the purpose of publishing an
obituary noticc up to an aggregate contribution limit for this purpose of $75 when a paid receipt
demonstrating the purchase of an obituary notice is provided to the Administrator.

Burial Expenses. The Administrator will respect the wishes of family members concerning
whether the deceased is interred by means of burial or cremated. See Ordinance Appendix H for
the maximum levels of burial assistance.

Cremation Expenses. [n the absence of any objection by any family members of the deceased, or
when neither the Administrator nor the funcral director can locate any family members, the
Administrator may issue GA for cremation services. See Ordinance Appendix H for the maximum
assistance levels for cremations.
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Section 6.10—Notice of Decision

Written Decision. Each time a person applies, the Administrator will provide a written decision
to the applicant afier making a determination of cligibility. The decision will be given to the
applicant within 24 hours after a completed and signed application is reccived (22 M.R.S. §
4305(3)) (see Ordinance § 4.6).

In order to comply with the statutory requirement to issue a decision within 24 hours, if an
applicant submits an incomplete or unsigned application, the Administrator may decide to issuc a
notice of “ineligibility” and provide the applicant with another application to submit as soon as is
practicable for the applicant.

The Administrator must explain the applicant’s right to a fair hearing in the Administrator’s written
notice of decision.

Contents of Decision. After an application has been completed, applicants will be given written
notice of any decision concerning their eligibility for assistance. In addition to the items listed in
Ordinance § 4.6, the notice of decision will include a statement that:

a) the applicant has the right to a fair hearing and how to request a fair hearing, and;

b) the applicant has the right to contact the DHHS if they believe the municipality has
violated the law. The decision will include contact information for the appropriate DHHS
office.

Disbursement of GA. Except when the Administrator determines it is impractical, all GA will be
provided as a voucher or purchase order payable to a vendor or through direct municipal payment
to a provider of goods or services. GA will not be issued in the form of a cash payment to an
applicant unlcss there is no alternative to the cash payment, in which case the Administrator shall
document the circumstances requiring GA to be issued in the form of cash. (22 M.R.S. § 4305(6)).
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ARTICLE VII - The Fair Hearing
Section 7.1—Right to a Fair Hearing

Within 5 working days of receipt of a written notice of denial, reduction or termination of
assistance, or within 10 working days after any other act or failure to act, the applicant or their
authorized representative has the right to request a fair hearing. (22 M.R.S. § 4322). The right to
review a decision of the Administrator is a basic right of the applicant to a full evidentiary hearing
and is not limited solely to a review of the decision.

Section 7.2—Method of Obtaining a Fair Hearing

Upon receiving notification of the decision of the Administrator, all claimants will be informed of
how to request a fair hearing. All complaints that are not clear requests for a fair hearing will be
answered by a personal interview or in writing by the Administrator. If the client is satisfied with
the adjustment or explanation, the Administrator will make an entry in the case record and file any
correspondence involved.

Written Request. To obtain a fair hearing, the claimant, or their authorized representative, must
make a written request within 5 working days of receipt of the Administrator’s decision to grant,
deny, reduce or terminate assistance, or within 10 working days after any other act or failure to
act. The Administrator will make a form available to request a fair hearing and will assist the
claimant in completing it if necessary. On the printed form, the claimant will give the following
information:

a) the decision on which review is sought;

b) the reason(s) the claimant is dissatisfied and why the claimant believes they are eligible
to receive assistance; and

¢) the relief sought by the claimant.

The Administrator may not deny or dismiss a request for a hearing unless it has been withdrawn
(in writing)} by the claimant.

Scheduling the Fair Hearing. Upon receipt of the completed written request, the FHA must meet
and hold the hearing within 5 working days. The Administrator will notify the claimant in writing
when and where the hearing will be held. (22 M.R.S. § 4322). In addition to the date, time and
place of the hearing, the notice of fair hearing shall include, at a minimum, the claimant’s rights
{o:

a} be their own spokesperson at the fair hearing, or at the claimant’s own expense be
represented by legal counsel or another;

b) confront and cross-cxamine any witnesses presented at the hearing; and

¢} present witnesscs on their own behalf.

Arrangements for the date, time, and place of the hearing will take into consideration the
convenience of the claimant and hearing authority. The claimant will be given timely notice to
allow for preparation and will also be given adequate preliminary information about the hearing
procedure to allow for effective preparation of their case.
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Section 7.3—The Fair Hearing Authority

The municipal officers will appoint a fair hearing authority (FHA) that will determine, based on
all the cvidence presented at the fair hearing, whether the claimant(s) were cligible to receive
assistancc at the time they applied for GA. The FHA is charged with ensuring that GA is
administered in accordance with state law and this ordinance.

The FHA may consist of the municipal officers, one or more persons appointed by the municipal
officers to act as the FHA, or, if designated by ordinance, a municipal board of appeals created
under 30-A M.R.S. § 2691. (22 M.R.S. § 4322). In determining the FHA, the municipal officers
will ensure that all person(s) serving as FHA must:

a) have not participated in the decision which is the subject of the appeal;

b) be impartial;

c) be sufficiently skilled in interviewing techniques to be able to obtain evidence and the
facts necessary to make a fair determination; and

d) be capable of evaluating all evidence fairly and realistically, explaining to the claimant
the laws and regulations under which the Administrator operated, and conveying to the
Administrator any evidence of unsound, unclear, or inadequate policies, practices or
actions.

Section 7.4—Fair Hearing Procedure

At the time that written notice of the date, time, and place of the fair hearing is provided to a
claimant, they will also be given adequate information about the hearing procedure to allow them
to effectively prepare their case. The claimant shall be permitted to review their file before the
hearing. At a minimum, the claimant will be provided with the following information regarding
fair hearing procedures. All fair hearings will:

a) be conducted in private, with only to the claimant, witnesses, the claimant’s legal
counsel, others whom the claimant wants present, and Administrator, the Administrator’s
agents, counsel and witnesses present;

b) be opened with a presentation of the issuc by the FHA;

¢} be conducted informally, without technical rules of evidence, but subject to the
requirements of due process;

d) allow the claimant and the Administrator the option to present their positions for
themselves or with the aid of others, including legal counsel;

c) give all participants an opportunity to present oral or written testimony or documentary
evidence, offer rebuttal; question witnesses presented at the hearing; and cxamine all
cvidence presented at the hearing;

f)  result in a decision, based exclusively on evidence or testimony presented at the hearing;
and

g) be tape recorded, and result in a written decision that is given to the claimant and filed
with evidence introduced at the hearing. The FHA will allow the claimant to establish all
pertinent facts and circumstances, and to advance any arguments without unduc
interference. Information that the claimant does not have an opportunity to hear or sce
will not be used in the fair hearing decision or made part of the hearing record. Any
material reviewed by the FHA must be made available to the claimant or their
representative. The claimant will be responsible for preparing a written transcript if they
wish to pursuc court action.
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The FHA shall admit all evidence if it is the kind of evidence upon which reasonable persons are
accustomed to rely in the conduct of serious affairs. (22 M.R.S. § 4322).

Claimant’s Failure to Appear. If the claimant fails to appear at the hearing, the FHA will send a
written notice to the claimant indicating that the Administrator’s decision remains unchanged
because of the claimant failure to appear. The notice will state that the claimant has 5 working
days from receipt of the notice to provide the Administrator with information demonstrating “just
cause,” for failure to appear.

“Just cause” for a claimant’s failure to appear at a fair hearing. may include:

a) a death or serious illness in the family;

b) a personal illness which reasonably prevents the party from attending the hearing;

¢) an emergency or unforeseen event which reasonably prevents the party from attending
the hearing;

d) an obligation or responsibility which a reasonable person in the conduct of their affairs
could reasonably conclude takes precedence over the attendance at the hearing; or

¢) lack of receipt of adequate or timely notice; excusable neglect, excusable inadvertence,
or excusable mistake.

If the claimant (or his/her attorney) establishes that just cause existed, the request for the hearing
will be reinstated and a hearing rescheduled.

If a claimant who is represented by legal counsel fails to appear at a fair hearing, legal counscl
shall not testify in place of the claimant on matters of ‘fact’ but may cross examine witnesses and
make ‘legal’ arguments on behalf of the claimant.

Section 7.5—The Fair Hearing Decision

The FHA’s decision will be binding on the Administrator, and will be communicated in writing to
the claimant within 5 working days after completion of the hearing. Written notice of the decision
will contain:

a) a statement of the issue;

b) relevant facts brought out at the hearing;

¢) pertinent provisions in the law or GA ordinance related to the decision; and
d) the FHA’s decision and the reasons for it.

A copy of the decision will be given to the claimant. The hearing record and the case record will
be maintained by the Administrator.

The written decision will state that if the claimant is dissatisfied with the fair hearing decision,
they may appeal pursuant to Maine Rule of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B. To take advantage of this
right, the claimant must file a petition for review with the Superior Court within 30 days of receipt
of the fair hearing decision.

When the decision by the FHA or court authorizes assistance to the claimant, the assistance will
be provided within 24 hours.
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ARTICLE VIII - Recovery of Expenses

Recipients. The municipality may recover the full amount of assistance granted to a person from
either the recipient or from any person liable for the recipient, or their cxccutors or administrators
in a civil action. However, prior to recovering assistance granted. the municipality shall “offset”
the value of any workfare performed by a GA recipient against the repayment obligation, at a rate
not less than minimum wage.

Before filing a court action to seek repayment of GA benefits previously provided to a recipient,
the municipality will scek voluntary repayment after written notice and discussion with the
recipient However, the municipality will not attempt to recover such amounts if, as a result of the
repayment, the recipient would again become cligible for GA. (22 M.R.S. § 4318).

Recipients Anticipating Workers’ Compensation Benefits. The municipality shall claim a lien
on any lump sum payment under the Workers’ Compensation Act or similar law of any other state,
which lien shall equal the value of all GA payments made to a recipient of any such lump sum
payment. (22 M.R.S. § 4318, 39-A M.R.S. § 106). After issuing any GA on behalf of a recipient
who has applied for or is receiving Workers’ Compensation, the municipality shall file a notice of
the municipal lien with the GA recipient and the Maine Office of Secretary of State, Uniform
Commercial Code division.

The notice of lien shall be filed on a UCC-1 form which must be signed by the GA recipient who
has applied for or is receiving Workers’ Compensation. Any GA applicant who has applied for or
who is receiving Workers’ Compensation benefits and who refuses to sign a properly prepared
UCC-1 form will be found ineligible to receive GA until they provide the required signature. The
municipality shall also send a photocopy of that filing to the recipient’s Worker’s Compensation
attorney, if known, the applicant’s employer or the employer’s insurance company. and. at the
Administrator’s discretion, to the Workers’ Compensation Board. The lien shall be enforced at the
time any lump sum Workers’ Compensation benefit is issued.

Recipients of SSI. All applicants who receive GA while receipt of their Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) assistance is pending or suspended (and which therefore may be retroactively issued
to the applicant at a later date), will be required to sign a statement on an Interim Assistance
Agreement form distributed by the DHHS that authorizes the Social Security Administration to
direct a portion of any retroactive SSI payment to thec municipality and/or the state in repayment
for the GA granted. Any GA applicant who has applied for or who may be applying for SSI, or
who may be required to apply for SSI pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 4317, and who refuses to sign the
Interim Agreement SSI authorization form will be found incligible to reccive GA until they
provide the required signature. (22 M.R.S. § 4318).

Relatives. The spousc of an applicant, and the parents of any applicant under the age of 25, arc
liablc for the support of the applicant (22 M.R.S. § 4319). In addition, the grandchildren, children,
parents, grandparents, the spouse and a registered domestic partner, are liable for the burial costs
of cach other. The municipality considers these relatives to be available resources and liable for
the support of their relatives in proportion to their respective ability. The municipality may
complain to any court of competent jurisdiction to recover any cxpenscs made on behalf of a
recipient if the relatives fail to fulfill their responsibility. (22 M.R.S. § 4319).
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ARTICLE IX - Severability

[f any provision of this ordinance is declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not invalidate any other provision of the ordinance.
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2025-2026 GA Overall Maximums

Metropolitan Areas

Appendix A
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

Persons in Houschold

COUNTY

2

3

4

s*

Bangor HMFA:

Bangor, Brewer, Eddington, Glenburn, Hampden,
Hermon, Holden, Kenduskeag, Milferd, Old Town,
Orone, Orrington, Penobscot Indian Island
Reservation, Veazie

1,137

1,225

1,566

2,008

2,401

Cumberland County HMFA:
Baldwin, Bridgton, Brunswick, Harpswell,
Harrison, Naples, New Gloucester, Pownal, Sebago

1,317

1,463

1,920

2,410

2,934

Lewiston/Auburn MSA:

Auburn, Durham, Greene, Leeds, Lewiston,
Lisbon, Livermore, Livermore Falls, Mechanic
Falls, Minot, Poland, Sabattus, Turner, Wales

988

1,093

1,395

1,829

2,030

Penobscot County HMFA:

Alton, Argyle UT, Bradford, Bradley, Burlington,
Carmel, Carroll plantation, Charleston, Chester,
Clifton, Corinna, Corinth, Dexter, Dixmont, Drew
plantation, East Central Penobscot UT, East
Millinocket, Edinburg, Enfield, Etna, Exeter,
Garland, Greenbush, Howland, Hudson, Kingman
UT, Lagrange, Lakeville, Lee, Levant, Lincoln,
Lowell town, Mattawamkeag, Maxfield, Medway,
Millinocket, Mount Chase, Newburgh Newport,
North Penobscot UT, Passadumkeag, Patten,
Plymouth, Prentiss UT, Seboeis plantation,
Springfield, Stacyville, Stetson, Twombly UT,

923

968

1,271

1,601

1,895

Webster plantation, Whitney UT, Winn, Woodville

Portland HMFA:

Cape Elizabeth, Casco, Chebeague Island,
Cumberland, Falmouth, Freeport, Frye Island,
Gorham, Gray, Long Island, North Yarmouth,
Portland, Raymond, Scarborough, South Portland,
Standish, Westbrook, Windham, Yarmouth;
Buxton, FHollis, Limington, Old Orchard Beach

1,517

1,721

oA—

2,212

2,798

3,429

Sagadahoc HMFA:

Arrowsic, Bath, Bowdoin, Bowdoinham,
Georgetown, Perkins UT, Phippsburg, Richmond,
Topsham, West Bath, Woolwich

Revised 9-2025
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Appendix A
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

COUNTY 1 2 3 4 5
York County HMFA:
Acton, Alfred, Arundel, Biddeford, Cornish, 1,278 1,443 1,778 2,347 2,586

Dayton, Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Lebanon,
Limerick, Lyman, Newfield, North Berwick,
Ogunquit, Parsonsfield, Saco, Sanford, Shapleigh,
Waterboro, Wells

York/Kittery/S.Berwick HMFA:
Berwick, Eliot, Kittery, South Berwick, York 1,487 1,681 2,168 2,807 3,641

*Note: Add $75 for each additional person,

Non-Metropolitan Areas

Persons in Household

COUNTY 1 2 3 4 S*

803 871 1,085 1,486 1,569
Aroostook County

842 936 1,228 1,621 1,816
Franklin County

1,139 1,140 1,349 1,787 1,791
Hancock County

985 991 1,276 1,599 1,913
Kennebec County

972 987 1,200 1,597 1,780

Knox County

1,190 1,213 1,375 1,807 2,217
Lincoin County

937 942 1,223 1,623 2,024
Oxford County

848 943 1,236 1,489 1,738
Piscataquis County

932 1,002 1,177 1,532 1,661
Somerset County

1,117 1,123 1,347 1,734 2,284
Waldo County

871 875 1,136 1,582 1,695

Washington County

* Please Note: Add $75 for each additional person.
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Appendix B
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

2025-2026 Food Maximums

Pleasc Note: The maximum amounts allowed for food are established in accordance with the
U.S.D.A. Thrifty Food Plan. As of October 1, 2025, thosc amounts are:

Number in Household Weekly Maximum Monthly Maximum
1 $ 69.30 $ 298.00
2 126.98 546.00
3 182.56 785.00
4 231.16 994.00
5 275.12 1,183.00
6 33047 1,421.00
7 365.35 1,571.00
8 416.05 1,789.00

Note: For each additional person add $218 per month.
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Appendix C
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

2025-2026 GA Housing Maximums
(Heated & Unheated Rents)

NOTE: NOT ALL MUNICIPALITIES SHOULD ADOPT THESE SUGGESTED
HOUSING MAXIMUMS! Municipalitics should ONLY consider adopting the following
numbers, if these figures are consistent with local rent values. If not, a market survey should be
conducted and the figures should be altered accordingly. The results of any such survey must be
presented to DHHS prior to adoption. Or, no housing maximums should be adopted and
cligibility should be analyzed in terms of the Overall Maximum—Appendix A. (See Instruction
Memo for further guidance.)

Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas

Aroostook County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 149 640 181 779
) 155 667 196 844
2 192 826 245 1,054
3 273 1,174 338 1,451
4 278 1,196 356 1,529
Franklin County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 158 679 150 818
1 170 732 211 909
A 225 969 278 1,197
3 304 1,309 369 1,586
4 336 1,443 413 1,776
Hancock County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 231 995 260 1,118
1 231 995 260 1,118
2 260 1,118 307 1,322
3 351 1,509 408 1,756
4 351 1,509 408 1,756
Kennebec County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 196 841 224 964
1 196 841 225 968
2 243 1,045 291 1,249
3 307 1,321 365 1,568
4 367 1,578 437 1,877
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Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26
Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas
Knox County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 192 828 221 951
1 192 828 224 964
7] 225 969 273 1,173
3 307 1,319 364 1,566
4 336 1,445 406 1,744
Lincoln County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 243 1,046 272 1,169
1 243 1,046 277 1,190
2 266 1,144 314 1,348
3 356 1,529 413 1,776
4 438 1,882 507 2,181
Oxford County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 184 793 213 916
1 184 793 214 919
2 231 992 278 1,196
3 313 1,345 370 1,592
4 393 1,689 462 1,988
Piscatagquis County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 159 685 192 824
1 172 739 213 916
2 227 977 280 1,205
3 274 1,177 338 1,454
4 317 1,365 395 1,698
Somerset County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 183 788 212 911
1 191 820 228 979
2 220 946 267 1,150
3 292 1,254 349 1,501
4 308 1,326 378 1,625
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Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26
Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas
Waldo County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 226 973 255 1,096
1 226 973 256 1,100
2 260 1,116 307 1,320
3 339 1,456 396 1,703
4 453 1,949 523 2,248
Washington County Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 169 727 198 850
I 169 727 198 852
2 210 905 258 1,109
B 303 1,305 361 1,551
4 316 1,360 386 1,659
Metropolitan FMR Areas
Bangor HMFA Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 23] 993 260 1,116
1 243 1,043 280 1,202
) 310 1,335 358 1,539
3 402 1,730 460 1,977
4 481 2,066 550 2,365
Cumberland Cty. Unheated Heated
HMFA
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 273 1,173 301 1,296
1 298 1,281 335 1,440
2 393 1,689 440 1,893
3 496 P 4l 553 2,379
4 604 2,599 674 2,898
Lewiston/Auburn Unheated Heated
MSA
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 196 844 225 967
1 212 911 249 1,070
2 271 1,164 318 1,368
3 361 1,551 418 1,798
4 394 1,695 464 1,994
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Appendix C
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

Penobscot Cty. HMFA Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 181 779 210 902
1 183 786 220 945
2 242 1,040 289 1,244
3 308 1,323 365 1,570
4 363 1,560 432 1,859
Portland HMFA Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 319 1,373 348 1,496
1 358 1,539 395 1,698
A 461 1,981 508 2,185
3 586 2,520 644 2,767
4 720 3,094 789 3,393
agadah . HMFA Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 237 997 261 1,120
1 256 1,103 293 1,262
) 313 1,348 361 1,552
3 450 1,934 507 2,181
4 539 2,316 608 2,615
FA Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 264 1,134 292 1,257
1 293 1,261 330 1,420
2 360 1,547 407 1,751
3 481 2,069 539 2,316
4 524 2,251 593 2,550
York/Kittery /
. Ber Unheated Heated
Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 312 1,343 341 1,466
1 349 1,499 386 1,658
2 450 1,937 498 2,141
3 588 2,529 646 2,776
4 769 3.306 838 3,605
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Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

2025-2026 Electric Utility Maximums

ELECTRIC

NOTE: For an electrically heated dwelling also see “Heating Fuel” maximums below. But

remember, an applicant is not automatically entitled to the “maximums” established—applicants
must demonstrate need.

1) Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric Hot Water: The maximum amounts
allowed for utilities, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding clectric hot water and
heat:

Number in Household Weekly Monthly
1 $19.95 $ 85.50
2 $22.52 $96.50
3 $24.97 $107.00
4 $27.53 $118.00
5 $29.88 $128.50
6 $32.55 $139.50
NOTE: For each additional person add $10.50 per month.

2) Electricity Maximums for Households With Electrically Heated Hot Water: The maximum
amounts allowed for utilitics, hot water, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding heat:

Number in Household Weekly Monthly
1 $29.63 $127.00
2 $34.07 $146.00
3 $39.67 $170.00
4 $46.32 $198.50
5 $55.65 $238.50
6 $58.68 $251.50
NOTE: For each additional person add $14.50 per month.

NOTE: For clectrically heated households, the maximum amount allowed for electrical utilitics
per month shall be the sum of the appropriatc maximum amount under this subsection and the
appropriate maximum for heating fuel as provided below.
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Appendix E
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

2025-2026 Heating Fuel Maximums

Month Gallons Month Gallons
September 50 January 225
October 100 February 225
November 200 March 125
December 200 April 125

May 50

NOTE: When the dwelling unit is heated electrically, the maximum amount allowed for heating
purposes will be calculated by multiplying the number of gallons of fuel allowed for that month
by the current price per gallon. When fuels such as wood, coal and/or natural gas are used for
heating purposes, they will be budgeted at actual rates, if they are reasonable. No cligible applicant
shall be considered to need more than 7 tons of coal per year, 8 cords of wood per year, 126,000
cubic feet of natural gas per year, or 1000 gallons of propane.

65



Appendix F
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

2025-2026 Personal Care & Household Supplies
Maximums

Number in Household Weekly Amount Monthly Amount
1-2 $10.50 $45.00
3-4 $11.60 $50.00
5-6 $12.80 $55.00
7-8 $14.00 $60.00
NOTE: For each additional person add $1.25 per week or $5.00 per month.

SUPPLEMENT FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN UNDER 5

When an applicant can verify expenditures for the following items, a special supplement will be
budgeted as necessary for households with children under 5 years of age for items such as cloth or
disposable diapers, laundry powder, oil, shampoo, and ointment up to the following amounts:

Number of Children Weekly Amount Monthly Amount
1 $12.80 $55.00
2 $17.40 $75.00
3 $23.30 $100.00
4 $27.90 $120.00
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Appendix G
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

Mileage Rate

This municipality adopts the State of Mainc travel expense reimbursement rate as set by the Office
of the State Controller. The current rate for approved employment and necessary medical travel,
etc. is 54 cents (54 ¢) per mile.

Plcase refer to the Office of State Controller for changes to this rate: Telephone: 626-8420 or visit:
http://www.statc.me.us/osc/.
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Appendix H
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

Funeral Maximums / Burial Maximums and
Cremation Maximums

The maximum amount of general assistance granted for the purpose of burial is $1,620.

The municipality’s obligation to provide funds for burial purposes is limited to a reasonable
calculation of the funeral director’s direct costs, not to exceed the maximum amounts of assistance
described in this scction. Allowable burial expenses are limited to:

¢  removal of the body from a local residence or institution
. a secured death certificate or obituary

. embalming

. a minimum casket

. a reasonable cost for necessary transportation

. other reasonable and necessary specified direct costs, as itemized by the funcral
director and approved by the municipal Administrator.

Additional costs may be allowed by the GA Administrator, where there is an actual cost, for:

. the wholesale cost of a cement liner if the cemetery by-laws require one;

. the opening and closing of the grave site; and

. a lot in the least expensive section of the cemetery. If the municipality is able to
provide a cemetery lot in a municipally owned cemetery or in a cemetery under
municipal control, the cost of the cemetery lot in any other cemetery will not be
paid by the municipality.

Cremation Maximums

The maximum amount of assistance granted for a cremation shall be $1,125.

The municipality’s obligation to provide funds for cremation purposes is limited to a reasonable
calculation of the funeral director’s direct costs, not to exceed the maximum amounts of assistance
described in this scction. Allowable cremation expenses are limited to:
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Appendix H
Effective: 10/01/25-09/30/26

. removal and transportation of the body from a local residence or institution

e  professional feces

. crematorium fecs

* a secured death certificate or obituary

. other reasonable and necessary specified direct costs, as itemized by the funeral
director and approved by the municipal administrator.

Additional costs may be allowed by the GA Administrator where there is an actual cost, for:

¢  acremation lot in the least expensive section of the cemetery

e  areasonable cost for a burial urn not to exceed $55

. transportation costs borne by the funeral director at a reasonable rate per mile for
transporting the remains to and from the cremation facility.
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APPENDIX I - Definition of Misconduct (26 M.R.S. § 1043 (23))

23. Misconduct. “Misconduct™ mcans a culpable breach of the employece's dutics or obligations to

the employer or a pattern of irresponsible behavior, which in either case manifests a disregard for
a material interest of the employer. This definition relates only to an employee's entitiement to

benefits and does not preclude an employer from discharging an employce for actions that arc not
included in this definition of misconduct. A finding that an employee has not engaged in
misconduct for purposes of this chapter may not be used as evidence that the employer lacked

justification for discharge.

A. The following acts or omissions are presumed to manifest a disregard for a material interest
of the employer. If a culpable breach or a pattern of irresponsible bchavior is shown, these

actions or omissions constitute "misconduct" as defined in this subsection. This does not
preclude other acts or omissions from being considered to manifest a disregard for a material

interest of the employer. The acts or omissions included in the presumption are the following:

(N

2

&)

4)

()

(6)

(7

(8)
®)

Refusal, knowing failure or recurring neglect to perform reasonable and proper duties
assigned by the employer;

Unreasonable violation of rules that arc reasonably imposed and communicated and
cquitably cnforced;

Unreasonable violation of rules that should be inferred to exist from common knowledge
or from the nature of the employment;

Failure to cxercise due care for punctuality or attendance after warnings;

Providing falsc information on material issues rclating to the employee's cligibility to
do the work or false information or dishonesty that may substantially jeopardize a
material interest of the employer;

Intoxication while on duty or when reporting to work, or unauthorized use of alcohol or
marijuana while on duty except for the use of marijuana permitted under Title 22,
chapter 558-C;

Using illegal drugs or being under the influence of such drugs while on duty or when
reporting to work;

Unauthorized slecping while on duty;

Insubordination or rcfusal without good cause to follow rcasonable and proper
instructions from the employer;

(10) Abusive or assaultive behavior while on duty, except as necessary for self-defense;

(11) Destruction or theft of things valuable to the employer or another employce;

70



(12) Substantially endangering the safety of the employee, coworkers, customers or members
of the public while on duty;

(13) Conviction of a crime in conncction with the employment or a crime that reflects
adverscly on the employce's qualifications to perform the work; or

{14) Absence for more than 2 work days duc to incarccration for conviction of a crime.

[PL2019, c. 125, §1 (AMD).}
“Misconduct™ may not be found solely on:

(1) An isolated error in judgment or a failure to perform satisfactorily when the employec
has made a good faith effort to perform the duties assigned;

(2) Absenteeism caused by illness of the employee or an immediate family member if the
employec made reasonable efforts to give notice of the absence and to comply with the
employer's notification rules and policies; or

(3) Actions taken by the employec that were necessary to protect the employee or an
immediate family member from domestic violence if the employee made all reasonable
efforts to preserve the employment.

[PL 2019, c. 125, §1 (AMD).]
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Lincolnville Payroll Warrant 09/19/2025

2:04 PM Pay Date: 09/23/2025 Page 1
WARRANT: 21
~ Check D/D Check Employee Gross Pay
3363 426.50 0.00 143 HEIDI 1 BLOOD 511.25
3364 1,275.54 0.00 193 MATTHEW D DEANE 1,763.00
3365 843.68 0.00 147 MELISSA A GEARY 1,130.34
3366 1,509.96 0.00 004 DAVID B KINNEY 2,221.00
3367 791.49 0.00 163 KAYLA JEAN LACOMBE 1,212.40
3368 84.85 0.00 189 GINA J SAWYER 108.75
3369 470.41 0.00 140 CHERYL L TEN BROECK 591.84
18975 440.00 344.14 059 KAREN SECOTTE 1,052.00
18976 0.00 682.28 099 ERNEST FRANK THERIO 1,034.21
18977 0.00 49.84 158 NANCY L WESER 54.28
3370 0.00 5,842.43 D/ D8 FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF
DAMARISCOTTA
3371 0.00 2,534.11 T&A 3 CNB-FICA
3372 0.00 453,67 T & A 2 TREASURER, STATE OF MAINE
Total 5,842.43 9,906.47 9,679.07
Put into A/P 4,074.46
Taken out of A/P (2,987.78)
Total Payroll 10,993.15
Count
Checks 13

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THERE IS DUE AND CHARGEABLE TQ THE ACCOUNTS ATTACHED
THE SUM SET AGAINST EACH NAME, AND YOU ARE DIRECTED TO PAY UNTO SAID NAMED PART
IES THOSE SUMS.



Lincolnville Payroll Warrant
10:32 AM Pay Date: 09/30/2025
WARRANT: 22
Check D/D Check Employee
3373 1,275.54 0.00 193 MATTHEW D DEANE
3374 745.55 0.00 147 MELISSA A GEARY
3375 1,509.96 0.00 004 DAVID B KINNEY
3376 949.34 0.00 163 KAYLA JEAN LACOMBE
3377 94.84 0.00 189 GINA ] SAWYER
3378 470.41 0.00 140 CHERYL L TEN BROECK
18979 0.00 73.45 016 ROBERT A MACDONALD
18980 440.00 365.27 059 KAREN SECOTTE
18981 0.00 682.28 (99 ERNEST FRANK THERIO
3379 0.00 5,485.64 D /D8 FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF
DAMARISCOTTA
3380 0.00 2,343.87 T & A3 CNB-FICA
3381 0.00 1,375.70 T & A8 DEPARTMENT OF LABOR-STATE OF
MAINE
3382 0.00 3,320.50 T&AS5 Mission Square-106015
3383 0.00 429.18 T & A 2 TREASURER, STATE OF MAINE
18982 0.00 1,303.72 T&A 1 MAINE MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
HEALTH TRUST
Total 5,485.64 15,379.61
Put into A/P 3,527.77
Taken out of A/P (8,772.97)
Total Payroll 10,134.41

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THERE IS DUE AND CHARGEABLE TC THE ACCOUNTS ATTACHED

Count
Checks 15

09/26/2025
Page 1

Gross Pay
1,763.00
986.40
2,221.00
1,212.40
119.63
591.84
80.00
1,052.00
1,034.21

9,060.48

THE SUM SET AGAINST EACH NAME, AND YOU ARE DIRECTED TO PAY UNTO SAID NAMED PART

IES THOSE SUMS.




Lingolnville A / P Warrant 09/26/2025
12:55 PM Page 1
Warrant 23

Jrnl Check Month Invoice Description Reference
Description Account Proj Amount Encumbrance
00043 LINCOLNVILLE CENTRAL SCHCOL
0106 99 09 P/R 6&6A
P/R 6&6A E 91-05-25-02 150,074.11 0.00
SCHOOL LOC / COMMON SCH. -~ COMMON SCH. / EXPENSE
P/R B&6A E 92-10-27-02 4,290.93 0.00
SCHOOL STATE / TITLE IA - STATE/SCHQOL / EXPENSE
P/R 6&6A E 91-30-23-40 6,980.69 0.00
SCHOOL LOC / FOOD SERV. - UNCLASSIFIED / FOOD SERV
P/R 6&6A E 91-25-25-02 25,876.40 0.00
SCHOCL LOC / SUPT OFFICE - COMMON SCH. / EXPENSE
Vendor Total- 187,222.13
Prepaid Total- 187,222.13
Current Total- 0.00
EFT Total- 0.00
Warrant Total- 187,222.13

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THERE IS DUE AND CHARGEABLE TO THE ACCOUNTS ATTACHED

THE S0M SET AGAINST EACH NAME, AND YOU ARE DIRECTED TO PAY UNTO SAID NAMED PART

IES THOSE SUMS.




Lincolnville A / P Warrant 09/26/2025
1:31 PM Page 1
Warrant 24
Jrnl Check Month Invoice Description Reference
Description Account Proj Amount Encumbrance
00686 AMAZON.COM
0094 59 0% INK
INK E 10-25-05-02 610.73 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
Vendor Total- 610.73
00849 B & S PAVING AND CONSTRUCTION, INC.
0094 18983 09 CRACKSEAL
CRACKSEAL E 30-30-13-02 5,000.00 0.00
PROTECTION / FIRE. DEPT. - MAINTENANCE / BUILDING
CRACKSEAL E 40-05-13-02 1,750.00 0.00
TOWN OFFICE / TOWN OFFICE - MAINTENANCE / BUILDING
Invoice Total- 6,750.00
0094 18983 09 CRACK SEAL CALDERWOOD
CRACK SEAL CALDERWOOD E B5-54-23-28 6,250.00 0.00
CAPITAL IMPR / ROAD IMPROVE - UNCLASSIFIED / CAPITAL EXP
Invoice Total- 6,250.00
Vendor Total- 13,000.00
00091 DIANE O'BRIEN
0094 18984 09 09/09-09/22
09/09-09/22 E 60-70-31-02 300,00 0.00
PUBLIC WORKS / BEACHES - LVILLE BEACH / BEACH CLEAN
Vendor Total- 300.00
00935 EASTERN FIRE SERVICES, INC.
0094 18985 09 SPRINKLER INSPEC
SPRINKLER INSPEC E 30-30-13-02 262.50 0.oo
PROTECTICN / FIRE. DEPT. - MAINTENANCE / BUILDING
Vandor Total- 262.50
01617 EASTERN SALT COMPANY, INC
0094 18986 09 33.75 SALT
33.75 SALT E 60-25~-05-14 2,202.19 0.00
PUBLIC WCRKS / WINTER MAINT - SUPPLIES / SAND/SALT
Vendor Total- 2,202.19
01122 F.C. WORK & SONS, INC.
0094 18987 09 CALDERWOOD FINAL
CALDERWOQD E 85-54-23-28 5,499.58 0.00
CAPITAL IMPR / ROAD IMPROVE - UNCLASSIFIED / CAPITAL EXP
Vaendor Total- 5,499.58
00788 FARLEY, INC
0094 18988 09 HARDY BROOK YOUNGTOWN
HARDY BROCK YOUNGTOWN E 85-54-23-28 46,678.00 0.00
CAPITAL IMPR / ROAD IMPROVE - UNCLASSIFIED / CAPITAL EXP
Vendor Total- 46,678.00
01376 LINCOLNVILLE SEWER DISTRICT
0094 18989 09 LAND PURCHASE
LAND PURCHASE E 85-05-23-28 150, 000.00 0.00
CAPITAL IMPR / HRBR IMPRVM - UNCLASSIFIED / CAPITAL EXP
Vendor Total- 150,000,000
01550 MAINE HOME MAINTENANCE
0094 18990 09 FS SIDING BILL 1
FS SIDING BILL 1 E 85-57-23-28 6,100.00 0.00
CAPITAL IMPR / BLDG REPAIR - UNCLASSIFIED / CAPITAL EXP
00

Vender Total- 6,100,




Lincolnville A / P Warrant 09/26/2025
1:31 PM Page 2
Warrant 24
Jrnl Check Month Invoice Description Reference
Description Account Proj Amount Encumbrance
00103 MAINE MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION
0094 18991 09 w/C
Ww/C E 30-55-17-10 1,131.75 0.00
PROTECTION / INSURANCES - INSURANCES / WORKERS COMP
Vendor Total- 1,131.75
00104 MAINE MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES HEALTH
0094 18992 09 OCT 2024
OCT 2024 E 10-05-01-10 6,710.55 0.00
ADMIN, / ADMIN. - PERSONNEL / HEALTH/DENT
Vender Total- 6,710.55
00558 MARITIME ENERGY
0094 18993 0% 2.3 @ 2.7838
2.3 @ 2,7838 E 30-30-05-10 6.40 0.00
PROTECTION / FIRE. DEPT. - SUPPLIES / VEHICLE FUEL
Vender Total- 6.40
00061 MOORE'S SEPTIC, INC
0094 18994 09 BEACH SEP 2025
BEACH SEP 2025 E 60-70-31-04 384. 00 Q.00
PUBLIC WORKS / BEACHES - LVILLE BEACH / PORTA POTTY
Inveoice Total- 980.00
0094 18994 09 130 HIGH ST
130 HIGH ST G 1-250-33 120.00 0.00
GENERAL FUND / FD CONT
Invoice Total- 120.00
Vendor Total- 1,100.00
01245 NICHOLAS BERRY
0054 18995 09 09/11 & 09/25
MOWING CLEANUP E 60-15-13-02 3:r2.50 0.00
PUBLIC WORKS / SAND/SALT - MAINTENANCE / BUILDING
ROADSIGNS E 60-05-13-06 260.00 0. 00
PUBLIC WORKS / HIGH/BRIDGES - MAINTENANCE / MACHINERY
Vendor Total- 572.50
01096 NORTHEAST COFFEE COMPANY
0094 18996 0% WATER
WATER/COCLER RENTAL E 40-05-13-02 33.49 0.00
TOWN OFFICE / TOWN OFFICE - MAINTENANCE / BUILDING
Vendor Total- 33.49
00067 QUILL CORPORATION
00934 99 09 FD & TO SUPPLIES
CALCL E 10-25-05-02 19.69 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / QFFICE
PAPER E 10-25-05-02 83.98 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
INK E 10-25-05-02 72.99 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / QFFICE
PPR TWL E 40-05-05-04 57.29 0.00
TOWN OFFICE / TOWN OFFICE - SUPPLIES / BUILDING
PAPER E 10-25-05-02 54.99 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
PSTIT NOTE E 10-25-05-02 7.99 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
TISSUE E 40-05-05-04 19.99 0.00
TOWN OFFICE / TOWN QFFICE - SUPPLIES / BUILDING
RECPT INK E 10-25-05-02 34.59 0.00



Lincolnville A / P Warrant 09/26/2025
1:31 PM Page 3
Warrant 24
Jrnl Check Month Inveoice Description Reference
Description Account Proj Amount Encumbrance
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
ENVPI, E 10-25-05-02 15.39 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
FILE FOLDR E 10-25-05~02 7.78 D.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
CLNGSPLY E 30-30-05-02 170.10 0.00
PROTECTION / FIRE, DEPT. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
PPR PLTS E 40-05-05-04 8.34 0.00
TOWN OFFICE / TOWN QOFFICE - SUPPLIES / BUILDING
FPR, NTBK E 10-25~05-02 191.55 0.00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - SUPPLIES / OFFICE
FRABRZ E 40-05-05-04 6.21 0.00
TOWN OFFICE / TOWN OFFICE - SUPPLIES / BUILDING
Vendor Total- 750.88
00030 SECRETARY, STATE OF MAINE
6094 18974 09 MV 08/05-09/12
MV 09/05-09/12 G 1-250-01 1,659.00 0.00
GENERAL FUND / MV REG. FEE
MV 09/05-09/12 G 1-250-19 165.00 0.00
GENERAL FUND / TITLE FEES
MV 09/05-09/12 G 1-250-18 1,351.74 0.00
GENERAL FUND / SALES TAX
Invoice Total- 3,175.74
0094 18978 09 MV 09/12-09/19
MV 09/12-09/19 G 1-250-01 1,998.50 0.00
GENERAL FUND / MV REG. FEE
MV 09/12-09/19 G 1-250-19 231.00 0.00
GENERAL FUND / TITLE FEES
MV 09/12-09/19 G 1-250-18 4,806.29 0.00
GENERAL FUND / SALES TAX
Invoice Total- 7,035.79
Vandor Total- 10,211.53
00063 WALDC COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS
0094 18997 09 8 LDN
8 LDN E 10-25-23-06 152.00 0,00
ADMIN. / ADMINISTR. - UNCLASSIFIED / LIEN FILING/
Vendor Total- 152.00
Prepaid Total- 11,573.14
Current Total- 233,748.96
EFT Total- 0.00
Warrant Total- 245,322.10

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THERE IS DUE AND CHARGEABLE TO THE ACCOUNTS ATTACHED
THE SUM SET AGAINST EACH NAME, AND YOU ARE DIRECTED TQ PAY UNTQ SAID NAMED PART

IES THOSE SUMS.
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081UL2025 Comprehensive Planning Board Committee Lincolnville Town Office 1800
1800 Call meeting to order

Quorum in attendance:
Clifford (Sandy) Cameron
Jay Foster

Steve Hand

Stacey Parra

John Pincince

Susan Silverio

Samuel Stopak

Andrew Young

lames Rossi

Adi Philson (MCOG)
Absent: Bruce Kohorn, Lys McLaughlin

1805 Motion to not record meetings, with the exception of possible future meeting of public interest.
Approved Unanimous
1809 Motion to assign Sandy Cameron as Recorder of Committee Minutes
Approved Unanimous
1810 Motion to assign Susan Silverio as Committee Chair
Approved Unanimous
1811 Motion to assign Lys Mclaughlin as Vice Chair
Approved Unanimous
1812 Commence Business
*New Self-Assessment checklist handed out due to original handout missing sections.
*Google Docs software review and Q&A session to support committee vetting of chapters.
1826 Review Committee member chapter responsibilities
*Draft of chapters scheduled for review to be provided to responsible committee member 2
weeks before the subject committee meeting.
*Draft of the same chapters provided to all committee members 1 week ahead of the subject
committee meeting.
*Committee focus to review and “brainstorm” self-assessment action items for Lincolnville.
Review issues and provide possible resolutions.
*Send any identified action items/issues/resolutions to Adi two weeks before scheduled meeting
for processing and redistribution to board for review and discussion at meeting.
*Check for any relatable state strategies or mandates that would be pertinent to chapter
development.
*Self-assessment checklist is a state requirement and must be addressed in the final report.
1838  Assign Chapter Leads
Population — Sam
Natural Resources — Bruce and John
Marine Resources — Lys
Economy — Stacey
Historical and Archeological Resources — Andy
Recreational Resources — Sandy
Housing — Jay



1855

1905

1942

1947

Climate Change — Susan and John

Public Facilities and Services — Steve

Fiscal Capacity — Stacey

Existing Land Use — Jay and Andy

Transportation — Susan

Future Land Use - Jay (Andy)

Water Resources —Jim

Agriculture and Forestry Resources — John

Next meeting will be covering two chapters Natural and Marine Resources

*Meetings will remain at one and a half hour duration.

*Adi might be able to provide a list of info needed earlier in the month for chapter reviewer.
*Clarify that “Natural Resources” refers to critical natural resources, to narrow focus.

Open Population Chapter Review/Discussion

*The final Summary paragraph is well written and backed by evidentiary data presented.
*Sam to update info for Adi upon request as needed.

*The committee has one week to get any additional comments on the Population Draft to Adi.
Next Meeting? 6pm, August 6™ (1% Wednesday of the month) to review draft of Marine and
Natural Resources Chapters.

Motion to Adjourn

Approved Unanimous

Submitted by Clifford (Sandy) Cameron



9/22/25, 9:30 AM New Public Comment Requirements

MAINE
MUNICIPAL
ASSOCIATION

New Public Comment Requirements

Maine Town & City - Legal Notes | Published: July, 2025

The vast majority of select boards and town or city councils voluntarily offer time during their board meetings for members of the
public to provide input on items of municipal business. A new law, however, will now mandate that practice. See PL 2025, ¢. 409
(effective September 24, 2025).

The newly enacted 30-A M.R.S. § 2608 will now require that a "reasonable opportunity for public comment” be provided on
‘matters addressed by the municipal governing body at any regularly scheduled public meeting of the municipal officers” (except
for board subcommittee meetings).

Note that the new requirement applies only to public, “reqularly scheduled” board meetings; it will not require that public
comment be allowed at special or emergency board meetings. Nor does the requirement apply to local boards or committees other
than the board of municipal officers. Also, note that the public's right to comment applies to “matters addressed” by the board at
the meeting (i.e., agenda items) and not to all municipal issues generally.

Finally, the legislation preserves the right of the municipal officers to adopt and enforce reasonable standards governing public
comment, including time limits and conduct standards. See MMA Legal Services’ newly updated Guidance on Public Comment at
Board Meetings, available on MMAs website (www.memun.org/legal) for more information on administering public comment
periods. {By 5.F.F)

about:blank
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David Kinnez

From: colbyco@tidewater.net

Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 1:50 PM
To: Webmaster

Subject: Moody Mountain Road

Hi Dave,

Will you please forward this message to the Selectmen in time for their next meeting? Thanks, Tracy
Dear Selectmen,

As is probably common on other small roads in town, the traffic here increased dramatically during
and since the MBNA era when our small country road became a commuter route.

During the covid years we began to notice an increase in the truck sizes from normal delivery box
trucks to full size semi's hauling filled long trailers, triaxles also with trailers and triaxle dump trucks.
We've seen Brinks, Sysco, Hannaford, Fed EX semis and more. We've wondered why they aren't
using the state roads {105 and 173) which are built to accommodate them.

On September 12 we watched two rounded logging trucks each hauling rounded trailers, headed
toward Route 235 and two full size semi's hauling trailers loaded with heavy equipment headed
toward Searsmont.

This was all before 8:00 AM.

It's no longer safe to take the one mile walk to High St. and back any time of the day, unless I'm
prepared to take a dive into the ditch. It was once common to see walkers and bikers pass by, but
now it's rare.

It's now no longer safe to back in or out of our driveway.

Our request of you is to post Moody Mtn. Road with permanent weight and width limits.

We urge you all to take a drive over here before your next meeting and the scheduled paving job.
Please observe the cracked and crumbling shoulders, the narrow road width and blind hills where it's
now common to see cars passing each other.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Tracy and Frank Colby
217 Moody Mtn. Rd



David Kinnez

From: Kathy Andreoni <kathy.andreoni@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 3:10 PM

To: David Kinney

Hi David

| just want to chime in on the tractor trailer truck traffic on Moody Mountain Rd.

As I've said in the past, these very large trucks do not belong on this road. This summer they have
been present even more. The road wasn'’t originally built to handle them for a short cut, pass through,
or whatever we want to call it. I'm not sure if they are trying to avoid construction sites elsewhere in
the area , most of the ones that | see are from out of town, that is ,the ones that have their company
logo on the doors. It is taking its toli on the neighborhood, ie walking, bicycling, driving, and hearing.
The jake braking is very loud!

Now that Searsmont has repaved their end ,and our end soon to be repaved ,we are very worried
what will happen next. | am hoping you and the select board will take another look at placing a weight
limit restriction on the road. That would help save our sanity and some tax dollars too!

Thanks for listening.

Sincerely

Kathy

Sent from my iPad
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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY
BUREAU OF PARKS & LANDS
22 STATE HOUSE STATION

JANET T, MILLS AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 AMANDA E. BEAL
GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER

September 11, 2025

Municipal Officials
Town of Lincolnville
493 Hope Road
Lincolnville, ME 04849

RE: Proposal — Lincolnville Sewer District
Dear Municipal Officials:

The Bureau of Parks and Lands (Bureau), within the Maine Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry, has received an application from to Lincolnville Sewer District on
submerged lands at its property at McKay Street on Casco Bay.

Under the Bureau's standard review procedure, this correspondence is to provide the
municipality with an opportunity to comment on any impacts the project may have as described in the
enclosed NOTICE. Although this letter is addressed to the municipal officials, any interested party or
anyone who is knowledgeable about the area is welcome to comment. If the municipality has a harbor
committee, port authority, or other organization that has responsibility for reviewing coastal activities,
please provide them with a copy of this NOTICE.

Please post the enclosed NOTICE in the municipal office. Comments must be received by the
Bureau on or before October 12, 2025. Thank you.

Sincerely,

e et

Karen Foust
Submerged Lands Program

Enc: Notice
cc: Harbormaster w/ enclosure

-
N

Py

Agriculture
Conservation
& Forestry
= oo

PHONE: (207)287-3821
Fax: (207)287-6170
WWW MAINE.GOV/DACF/

ANDREW R. CUTKO, DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF PARKS & LANDS
18 ELKINS LANE, HARLOW BUILDING




STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY

BUREAU OF PARKS & LANDS
22 STATE HOUSE STATION
JANET 'r M"..I..S AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 AMANDA E_ BEAL
GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER

NOTICE - September, 11, 2025

Applicant: Lincolnville Sewer District

Proposal: To maintain an existing sewer outfall pipe that is failing and install a new sewer outfall pipe
secured by 37 concrete 18° wide collars that would extend approximately 825 ft. on submerged lands for
quasi-municipal use.

Location: McKay Street, Penobscot Bay, Town of Lincolnville

The Bureau of Parks and Lands (Bureau) has received an application to occupy submerged lands for the
project described above. Pursuant to Title 12 M.R.S.A,, Section 1801 & 1862, the Bureau serves as
trustee of submerged lands for the State of Maine. Submerged lands include all land from the mean
low-water mark seaward to the 3-mile territorial limit including all land below the mean low-water
mark of tidal rivers upstream to the farthest natural reaches of the tides.

Before the proposal may take place, the applicant must obtain a lease or easement from the Bureau. A
lease or easement may be granted for the project if it will not:

*  unreasonably interfere with customary or traditional public access ways to, or public trust rights
(fishing, fowling, recreation, and navigation) in, on or over the submerged lands;

* unreasonably interfere with fishing or other existing marine uses of the area;

* unreasonably diminish the availability of services and facilities necessary for commercial marine
activities; and

* unreasonably interfere with ingress and egress of riparian owners.

A copy of the site plan is attached for information. Any interested party or anyone who is
knowledgeable about the area is welcome to comment on possible impacts to the activities listed above.
Comments must be received on or before October 12, 2025.

For more information, please contact Karen Foust, Bureau of Parks and Lands.
Phone: (207) 287-6128  Fax: (207) 287-6170

Email: Karen.L.Fousi@maine.gov
www.maine.gov/dacf/submergedlands

cc: Department of Marine Resources

Please note that all comments received are part of the public record and subject to the State of Maine
Freedom of Access laws.
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On-demand formal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot at the
Lincolnville Ferry Terminal.

Thank you for submitting feedback. We value your opinion on this project. Please find our
response below. If you have an additional comment or question, type it into the form below and
select “POST™.

David K (09/19/25)

The Lincolnville Select Board reviewed the preliminary design for this project as part of its
September 15th meeting and at this time have the following comments and/or concems. 1)
Lighting - The current plan is lacking in detail. We understand that the lighting plan is not yet
complete and the Town would like to review with MaineDOT the final plan. When developing
the final lighting plan the Select Board would like for MaineDOT to also consider: installing
lighting that would be identical or consistent with the Town's sidewalk lighting (contact the Town
Office for detailed information), the view shed, the residential neighborhood within which the
lights will be installed, installing the electrical supply to all lighting underground, and that
lighting be installed for the sidewalk. Please provide information regarding the "dark sky
ordinance" referenced in the Project Details section of on-demand public meeting web site. 2)
That in conjunction with the community that a tasteful landscape plan be developed for the
project. 3) The plan lacks detail on stormwater management. It appears that the McKay Road
will be directed in a generally southerly direction and then discharged to run onto the land of the
Town. This action needs to be explored further. At times stormwater "puddles” adjacent to
McKay Road and on the road side of the State's property. Stormwater from this project should
not be discharged onto the property of others. This project would be the ideal time to address the
lack of drainage. The plan appears to lack any elevation details. Is the plan for stormwater within
the parking area to sheet flow in a west to east direction into the grass buffer area or how will
stormwater within the parking area be addressed? 3) With elevation details lacking in the current
plan it is difficult to comment on the potential impacts of the parking area. Will the area be equal
in elevation to the roadways, lower, higher? A grading plan would be beneficial as impacts are
not 2 dimensional. 4) The proposed sidewalk should extend along McKay Road to Route |. Will
the walking surface of the new sidewalks be consistent with the existing sidewalks in the
immediate area? 5) The Town is contemplating the purchase of the land identified on the plan as
N/F Lincolnville Sewer District (located at the southern end of the project). If the Town acquires
this parcel, which should be known in early Fall, the Select Board would like to discuss with
MaineDOT the town's plans for launching ramp improvements and boat trailer parking so that



the proposed pedestrian access plans do not conflict with the town's site development plan. The
Town's and the State's project could and should so-exist in harmony with one another. The Select
Board supports providing safe pedestrian access from the new parking area to the ferry terminal.
The Select Board looks forward to continuing discussions with MaineDOT regarding this
project.

Aurele G (09/23/25)

David,
Thanks you for the review comments and questions.

The dark sky ordinance referred to is LD1934 being discussed by the legislature. The department
is using these recommended guidelines when installing outdoor lighting to reduce light pollution.

The stormwater along McKay Rd. will be collected via three catch basins and directed into the
existing 24" stormwater outfall. The parking lot will sheet-flow to the east as noted.

The parking lot elevation will be lower than route 1 but will somewhat match McKay Road at
the entrances.

The sidewalk will extend to route one and match the existing sidewalk grade.

We would be happy to meet with the town to discuss plans for the sewer district parcel at any
point you wish. Thank you for this update.
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= ¥ MaineDOT tadmin@town lincolnville.me.us
Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot Ml 10
|b 48%

— o

Notification Preferences v

Location: District 0

Description: On-demand formal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot
at the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal.

Events:

Lincolnviile, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot {WIN 26568.00)
September 3rd 2025 - September 17th 2025

PROJECT MAP

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot

Jennifer T. Wrote on September 16th 2025:

Hi, 1 would like to see the project use environmental alternatives to
traditional pavement, such as permeable pavers, gravel, grasscrete, and
porous concrete/asphalt, because they allow for proper drainage and
reduce stormwater runoff. | live near the terminal, and other than the brief
summer months, | rarely see the existing parking lots full. If parking needs
to be expanded for the summer months, let's put in something that won't
require expensive year-round maintenance.

Comment Topics: Construction, Environmental, Road/Design

EVENT EXPIRED

3 0Responses

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot
Catherine L. Wrofe on September 14th 2025:
Hello, We own the property on the East side of McKay Road where the

Aacinn ic chmwina tha ~rancetriictinn Af a naw cidawall Wa ara 1inrlaar if it
Projects -
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9/19/25, 8:26 AM

Project - On-demand formal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot at the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal. - Maine D. ..

property. Also, there is a telephone pole in the ROW, in front of our
property, that is not shown on the drawing. Is that pole to be removed? It is
our understanding the pole served to power the Pump Station that was
removed along with the demolition of the restaurant. We would greatly
appreciate you removing the pole if you have not already considered it. In
the design, there is a blue line that runs along the sidewalk with arrows
pointing in a direction back to the Ferry Terminal. What does it mean? To
be clear, | see only one pole for a light that will be installed under
Lincolnville's Dark Sky guidelines, is that correct? One last suggestion is
adding some small trees in the islands throughout the parking area or
wherever else you see fit for aesthetic reasons. Thank you for your
consideration in all of our concerns. | look forward to hearing from you.
Comment Topics: Construction, Environmental, Road/Design

ﬂ 3 Responses
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9/19/25, 8:26 AM

Project - On-demand formatl public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot at the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal. - Maine D..

EMainepor Aurele G (Maine DOT) on September 16th 2025:

Thank you for your comments and questions.

We assume you are referring to the Lincolnville Sewer District parcel.
On the colored plan the areas in grey are raised sidewalk. The areas
with black stripes that look like piano keys are flush driveway entrances.
There is a section of raised sidewalk in front of this parce! along with two
entrances, one on each end of the parcel to allow access and egress,
while providing safe pedestrian passage along the McKay Road right of
way.

The utility pole in front of that parcel is owned by the utility. We will
discuss with them to see if they will remove it.

The blue line with arrows is the proposed storm drain line, underground.

The lighting plan is not yet complete but will follow the State's Dark Sky
requirements. The current plan shows four lights around the perimeter.
This number will likely change based on final lighting design.

The suggestion of planting in the "islands” will be reviewed with the
Ferry Service for consideration.

We hope this information helps. Thanks again for your feedback.

Catherine L. on September 17th 2025:

Thanks for your response Aurele. Yes this is the parcel the Sewer
District currently owns. Since the parcel is small, limiting access with the
first sidewalk (from the Ferry side) will be detrimental for the overall use
of the property. For our purposes and potential future uses, the parcel
will be used for trailer parking or construction parking. Having a raised
structure will make it difficult to maneuver on that small lot. We
understand the need to provide a safe pedestrian way and would
appreciate you looking at a more creative way in the design with
materials that would look like a sidewalk (stamped red concrete, pavers,
or something to that nature) and yet still be to grade with the rcadway so
as to not limit access to our parcel. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

e = m '
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9/19/25, 8:26 AM

Project - On-demand fermal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot at the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal. - Maine D. ..

that works.

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot

Peter W. Wrote on September 13th 2025:

This proposal is appreciated as it adds much needed parking space to the
Lincolnville terminal. But the gate at the entrance concerns me. Does the
DOT plan to change the rate for parking? Will parking still be free from
October 01st to May 31st? Thanks.

Comment Topics: Construction, Environmental

n 3 Responses

manepor  Aurele G (Maine DOT) on September 16th 2025.

Thank you for your comments and questions.

The Ferrry Service will control the parking and set rates the same as
they do today for the existing parking areas.

Peter W. on September 16th 2025:
Nice. You did everything except answer the question.

&Manepor  Aurele G (Maine DOT) on September 16th 2025:

Apologies that the previous response did not answer your question.

The MaineDOT, Project Developoment is not involved in setting the
rates/fares, the Ferry Service does that. Please see the Ferry Service's
web site for accurate details, plans and policies.

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot

Scott d. Wrote on September 13th 2025:

As an island resident 1 would say that the planned parking area is a great
addition as it provides parking for both on island residents as well as
visitors and contractors. To the mater there should be consideration on

Fm =] o '
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8/19/25, 8:26 AM

Project - On-demnand formal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking 1ot at the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal. - Maine D. ..

parking area with benches strategically placed would allow general and
scenic access to the waterfront. It would also allow waiting ferry
passengers the opportunity to stroll to businesses located at Lincolnville
beach. Numerous construction vehicles use the ferry access road hourly
so a sidewalk along the road is not as desirable as one along the water.
Additionally it is my hope that the area adjacent to the boat ramp can be
improved to include a grassy area and picnic tables for the public. Thank
you for your consideration.

Comment Topics: Environmental, Road/Design, Economic Development

n 2 Responses

temainepor Auirele G (Maine DOT) on September 16th 2025:

Thank you for your comments.

We are trying to balance the communities concerns with the purpose
and function of the project, along with several other restraints.

It is our understanding that the town of Lincolnville is purchasing the
small parcel next to the town boat ramp from the Lincolnville Sewer
District. This project is not proposing any improvements on that parcel.

Scott d. on September 18th 2025:

| hope the DOT seriously considers installing sidewalks and benches
along the waterfront side of the proposed lot. Allowing quick and safe
access to the ferry, parking spaces and the Lincolnville beach
businesses is a win win for all.

Lincolnvilie, Ferry Terminal Parking_Lot

Jay P. Wrote on September 12th 2025:

The effort to convert scarce accessible coastal waterfront to a paved
parking lot is never going to get my approval. Sure, the town of Islesboro
will benefit from this, but where's the quid pro quo for Lincolnville? | don't
see expanded greenspace or more access to the ferry beach or more
parking for locals. Perhaps Lincolnville residents should get free parking
and ferry passage to Islesboro?

fm = m A
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Project - On-demand formal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot at the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal. - Maine D...

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot

Becky J. Wrote on September 12th 2025:

I'd like to share concern about the plan to build a paved, gated parking lot
next to the town beach. Over the years, this space has provided locals a
place to sit by the water, enjoy a meal and talk to your neighbors. This
location is prime oceanfront real estate, and it seems like an overbuilt
solution for the area. Rather than converting it into a full paved ferry lot, |
urge you to consider a scaled-back approach with a smaller parking area
paired with expanded green space and some spaces allowed for free local
parking. This would still provide practical access while preserving the
natural beauty of the shoreline and creating a welcoming spot for both
locals and visitors to enjoy the view and the bay.

Comment Topics: Construction, Economic Development

B3 Becky did not request a response

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot

Christy H. Wrote on September 8th 2025:

As a local who uses the ferry beach and the boat ramp, | would love to see
parking for non-ferry users. There needs to be parking to accommodate
boat trailers. | also would like to ensure pubiic access to the ferry beach. |
have little children and it's hard to walk from the hwy 1 parking. |
appreciated when this area was free parking for locals.

Comment Topics: Road/Design

8 Christy did not request a response

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot

Paul C. Wrote on September 7th 2025:

| think the parking lot is too big. There should be a wider green space
along the water, perhaps with some picnic tables. The parking lot could be
gravel (pervious surface), without curbs etc. We have so little ocean-front
public access. This place is right on the water, adjacent to a public beach
that has no other grassy natural areas near it. It has a beautiful view of the
bay. It has been enjoyed for decades by people of all ages. Couldn’t we
preserve some of it for humans, rather than filling it with cars and
pavement? It's "Pave Paradise and put up a parking lot” all over again.
Comment Topics: Construction, Environmental, Road/Design

.

(= = o A

Projects

https://reach.mainedotpima.com/projects/18003

68



9/19/25, 8:26 AM

Project - On-demand formal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot al the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal, - Maine D. ..

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking_Lot

Cody A. Wrote on September 6th 2025:

| am not seeing any information on the end goals of the project. | would like
to see some numbers on how many existing parking spots there are, and
how many new spots would be added, categorized by “types” of parking.
Hopefully this project would increase and simplify parking for boat ramp

and dock/mooring users.
Comment Topics: Road/Design, Economic Development

ﬂ 1 Response

wmanepor Aurele G (Maine DOT) on September 11th 2025:

The scope of the project is to construct a paved parking lot within the
existing vacant lot. The proposed plan shows 58 vehicle spaces and 5
motorcycle spaces.

Thank you for your comments.

Lincolnville, Ferry Terminal Parking Lot

Alison M. Wrote on Seplember 5th 2025:

It was so much easier to understand and participate when you used to do
the videos. I'm having trouble understanding exactly what's going on here.
is this property that you've acquired for this purpose or that you already
owned? It appears from the plans that buildings are being demolished.
Which ones? What is the main purpose of the project? Just extra parking
for the terminal? How much will it cost? Who will be allowed to park there?
| appreciate the way you're doing public input by pushing it out via ads on
social media. Overall, MDOT is doing a really impressive job at public
outreach and | especially like the digital data layers that are made
available for all projects and infrastructure. This is a very worthy
investment and someone is doing their job very well. As for the parking lot,
| have no strong opinions, just found this particular presentation to be
lacking some basic info. An aerial with satellite imagery would help maybe.

n 1 Response
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919/25, 8:26 AM Project - On-demand formal public meeting to discuss the construction of a parking lot at the Lincolnville Ferry Terminal. - Maine D...

@manenor  Aurele G (Maine DOT) on September 11th 2025:
Hi,

This is a property that was purchased for this purpose. The buildings
that were on the property have already been removed. The Ferry
Service will control and use the parking lot as they do the existing
parking areas and they are currently using this lot for parking, it just has
not been improved. The total estimated project cost is $1,675,000.

Thank you for your comments and questions.
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